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Abstract:The Purana means old or ancient. But literary meaning Itihas, Iti- Ha- As, in the 

context of the time that has passed. Although there is no sign of religion in the name, 

religious people have created obsession with religion. At the time of writing Purana was 

considered as history. The history of the ancient king or some ancient stories proves Purana 

was history but later it was seen that Brahmins or people with religions attitudes developed 

scriptures as evidence of the addition of stories of some gods. At present Purana is a 

scripture which is above history. As a result most of the people have uninterested to read it as 

evidence of antiquity. The beginning  of the study of Purana literature was of course the 

historical or social context but later it was seen that religion gradually entered. So gradually, 

a lot of originality was lost. 
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Introduction 

The word ‘Purana’ means old or ancient. Although literary meaning of Purana is history but 

deeply hidden a word religion (dharma) in it. In order to analyze life and the world 

traditionally is coming by dogmatic reader religion. Who knows what the purpose. But there 

are old stories, description of different ancestors, history, geography, science practices etc. 
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There are different opinions of different sages about the period of composition. Like modern 

poets, their names and published year and date are not proudly written anywhere. However, 

based on guess and some evidence, it can be said the Puranas was written at the time of the 

Vedas or just after the time when a famous literary work like the Mahabharata was written. 

ऋचः सामािन छ᭠दांिस पुराण ंयजुषा सह।1 According to Atharbaveda the Purana composition is 

contemporary with Rigved, Samveda, Jajurveda. In Satapath Brahmana, Purana has been 

called as Veda. Again in Chandogyopnisada Purana is recognized as Panchamveda. इितहास-

पुराण ंपंचम ंवेदानां वेदम।्2 In Brihadarnyakopnisada, Purana is considered to be the breath of 

Paramatma like the Veda. So it can be said that although the Purana is not as high qualities 

like Veda but there is no doubt that it was read by those who were not able or did not have 

the right to read the Vedas. Moreover easy to understand, literary interest, understanding of 

scriptures were also the reasons for this literary practice. Again it cannot be said that for 

value education was less in contribution of Purana. ध ृ+मन् =धमᭅ । the word धमᭅ, that means 

which holds the society. So Purana is mast one type of religion but like Veda religious 

orthodoxy not seen. 

 

Public history and fiction 

Almost everyone knew that the significance of this Veda compiled by various sages was very 

difficult to penetrate into the heart of the common reader. Again, it is true that the Brahmins 

had priority in this matter. So four types of literature were created on the basis of everyone’s 

text. Itihas, Purana, Gatha, Narashansi. Itihas means Iti- Ha- As, in the context of the time 

that has passed. Gatha means various type of ancient stories, words, there can be both real or 

imaginary. And Narashansi is the story of the heroes, the king who have own many victories 

with heroism. Jajati Nahusa, Nahus Manaba, Parikshit etc. there were also complimentary 

stories, especially for those who were donors, known as Danstuti. And finally came the word 

of the Puranas. The story of Puranas is a little different. The mixture of miracles with a lot of 

folklore but simple philosophical. Creation theory, destruction theory, re-creation as well as 

description of the ancestry of gods and sages, various events of Manu’s time. Also about the 

biography of the kings of Chandrabansa and Suryabansa, two famous dynasties of 

mythological India. 
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                सगᭅ᳟ ᮧितसगᭅ᳟ वंशो म᭠व᭠तरािण च। 

वंशानुचᳯरतंचैव पुराण ंपंचलᭃणम।्। 

So it can be said that the Puranas are not religious like Vedas. Actually historical issues were 

the matter of Puranas.3  May be if we discuss the subject of Ramayana and Mahabharata. 

famous two epic of Hinduism than we will mast get find Narashansi. The Ramayana is based 

on the heroism of famous Kshatriya character Sri Ramachandra and The Mahabharata is 

based on the war of the Pandava - Kouravas with politics. Actually The Books or poems that 

before Brahmanical incorporation may have been secular but after Brahmanical incorporation 

very slowly religion continuously enter in the Books or Poem. At the same time, the 

domination of women, the mixture of ritual with miracle, even new forms of cast system 

appeared.4 

Religion thinking  in definition of the Puranas 

About Purana the opinion of ancient scholar (Pandit) पुराणमा᭎यानं पुरानं वा य᭭मा᭜पुरा ᳭नित। 

that means the Purana is natural incident of antiquity. According to Sayanacharya the 

scripture that record the origin and development of the word are Purana. जगतः 

ᮧाकव᭭थामनुᮓ᭥य सगᭅᮧितपादकं वा᭍यजातं पुराणम।् This has been said in Padmpurana- पुराथᱷषु 

आनयतीित पुराणम ् that means go to ancient event. Madhusudan Saraswati said about Purana- 

the history of world creating. Lastly going to end by Jaska’s definition – पुरा नवं भवित। In 

ancient time that incident was new. These are the view of the ancient scholar. Where there is 

no religion, no sin no virtue. The purpose was simple to analyze the ancient event through 

various narrative story. 5 

 

Modernity and religious thought of Purana 

In the present time or in the later ancient time, history or old narratives do not rise in Purana. 

Purana means religious thought. Where there is a matter of sin- virtue, fasting (Upabasha) 

vows (Brata) etc have been described. And along with that there are hymns of different gods. 

But we have got in few Puranas naturally the matter of human welfare. In Agnipurana we got 

Astrology, Environment science, Grammar, scripture, medical science, poetics etc. these are 

very significant of healthy life. Moreover in Purana the history of Mouryabansa, Guptabansa, 
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Andhrabansa has found the place. So Purana has not only given ancient information but also 

has presented the history of Kaliyuge. In Bishnupurana the history of Mouryabansa, in 

Matsyapurana history of Andhrabansa, in Vayupurana administration of 1st Chandragupta etc. 

descriptions are available.  So overall analysis it is thought that the Purana was read only by 

religious people in modern times. So Historians fall behind in the Puranas text. However, the 

history that is in the Purana and the history that is covered by religion has to be accepted.6 

 

Other subject of Purana except religion 

Initially, Purana may not have been connected with religion, but later religion became related 

with the subject and it is thought that the Purana is valuable of reading by the religious 

people. But actually the main subjects of Purana were History, Geography, Science, moral 

values and philosophy etc. that means real education in that time. Description of ancestors, 

description of hereditary matters, description of vedic sages and the period of various kings.  

Which were really History. So it is thought that analysis of ancient time which are very 

impotent. Moreover gaining knowledge of mountains, rivers, Pilgrimage of India, 

geographical location according to the kingdom of king which is quite helpful in the analysis 

of ancient geography. Again all this Puranas like Agnipurana which discuss various subject 

like Ayurveda, various science such as medicine, astrology etc. reflect various aspect of 

ancient science. Moreover, the contribution of Ramayana in the field of policy ideology is not 

less. The teaching of ideals have been imparted through charity, meditation, ideals, ‘अितिथ 

दवे भव’ such as principles or ‘सवᭅधमᭅसम᭠वय’ devotion, discussion of virtues and going to 

heaven or hell. Philosophy of Puranas is a very popular subject in modern public opinion. 

Creation, destruction, again re-creation, these sequences carry the peak of philosophy. Maybe 

or later religious environment developed by editing the place of Brahma,Bishnu, Maheswara. 

However, it can be said that other than the discussion of religion are also important. Hence 

the Purana has became readable for religious person and others also. Needless to say, western 

scholars, despite being religious, have enriched the ancient history of the Purana in a new 

form and are still engaged in this work.7 

 

Purana to show the glory of India 



The Puranas: Ancient History or Religious Literature 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
Journal of Historical Studies and Research Volume 2, Number 2 (May-August ,2022)51 | P a g e  
 
 
 
 

India is a holy land where even the gods express their desire to be born. 

गायि᭠त दवेाः ᳰकल गीतकािन ध᭠या᭭तु ते भारतभूिमभागे। 

᭭वगाᭅपवगाᭅ᭭पदमागᭅभूते भवि᭠त भूयः पᱧुषाः सुर᭜वात्।।8 

 

अहो अमीषा ंᳰकमकाᳯर शोभनं ᮧश᳖ एषां ि᭭वदतु ᭭वय ंहᳯर। 

यैजᭅ᭠म ल᭪ध ंनृषु भारतािजरे मुकु᭠दसेवौपियकं ᭭पहृा िह नः।।9 

These saying show pride in every heart of Indian. India the land of the Gods, the best country 

in the world, existed in ancient times or still exists. The Puranas binds all Indians in one 

cultural thread. So forgetting everything when the view of the holy rivers, mountains, temple 

of India and the attraction of the soil of India fascinates everyone, affection arises. This 

respect, this affection, has been possible from Puranas. 

Various division of Purana and conclusion of discussion 

Basically Puranas is available two forms- 1. Mahapurana and 2. Upapurana. The number of 

Mahapuranas is 18 and the number of Upapuranas (Major) is also 18. 

Mahapuranas- Matsya, Markandeya, Bhabisya, Bhagbata, Brahma, Brahmanda, 

Brahmavaivartya, Visnu, Vamana, Varaha, Shib/Vayu, Agni, Narada, Padma, Linga, Garuda, 

Kurma, Skanda. 10 

Upapurana (Major)- Sanatkumara, Narasinha, Skanda, Shibdharma, Ascharya, Naradiya, 

Kapila, Oushanasa, Varuna, Kalki, Kalika, Maheswara, Samba, Soura, Parashara, Maricha, 

Bhargaba, Nanda. 11 

According to Gunatraya (Satwa, Raja, Tama) there is another type of division of Purana. 

Satwika- Bhagbata, Narada, Garuda, Padma, Varaha, Visnu 

Rajasika- Brahama, Brahmanda, Brahmavaivartya, Markandeya, Vamana, Bhabisya 

Tamasika-  Shib, Linga, Skanda, Agni, Matsya, Kurma. 12 

         There are so many differences and arguments that it means that this Purana literature 

has been written and studied for a long time. Originally the beginning  of the study of Purana 

literature was of course the historical or social context but later it was seen that religion 

gradually entered. So gradually, a lot of originality was lost. Where the Brahmanical religion 

and Scriptures rules are basically combined. As a result, on the one hand history has found a 

place in religion and on the other hand, due to religion, Purana has become a theology 
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(Dharmashastra). So most of the people in the modern society consider Purana as a religious 

scripture hence after bathing  read The Puranas. 
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