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Abstract:This article is highlighted the peasantry condition of Bengal after the Great
Depression. This worst condition makes to rise the peasantry politics. Before the formation of
the autonomous body, Praja Party of Fazlul Hug and Muslim League had unitedly campaigned
that they would start a movement to abolish zamindari system without any compensation. It
had been noticed after the Permanent Settlement of Bengal that the power in village was
divided among the zamindars . By1940, the importance and economic dealings of zamindars
declined so much that it seemed an old and obsolete system to everyone except the
zamindars . There were almost 12 .2 lakhs sharecroppers and 22 .5 lakhs farmhands family in
Bengal in 1939. They possessed almost 12.2 and 22.5 percent of total lands respectively .

Land Revenue Commission Report, 1940, states tenant peasant family whose recorded raiyati
and sub-raiyati land was 65.3 lakhs or 63%, were more than the farmers. In this worst
condition regionally much affecive to political consciousness of the people of these regions was
built around Krishak Sabha .
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Introduction

After 1934, members of the Socialist Party and Communist Party started to struggle for the
political and social rights of peasants and labourers. This period initiated a development of a new
progressive political ideology, besides the Congress movement for the sake of the security of
peasants and labourers’ welfare. These two ideologies were initiated from the Congress . But
later, under the leadership of Manabendra Nath Roy leftist ideology emerged in the whole of
Bengal. From the 20" century leftist leaders felt the need to assimilate the peasant unions and
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movement and this ideology became popular led them to work for the assimilation of peasants’
demands .

In 1934-35, the peasants” movements spread to several provinces of India. The need
was felt to secure the welfare of ryots and to form peasants’ associations. Many especially the
followers of Manabendra Nath Roy, started to discuss this agenda. According to the decision of
the meeting, an all India peasants’ union Committee was formed in the all India summit of
Congress Socialist Party at Meerut on 15™ January, 1936." It was decided at this time, that the
next meeting of National Congress would be held in Lucknow with the representatives of
peasants’ movements and the meeting of All India Kisan Sabha (earlier known as Kisan
Congress) “would also be held there simultaneously. According to this decision at Meerut, an
initiative was taken to initiate a peasant’s movement in Bengal. At this time, many’took the
initiative to organise a Conference at Lucknow. An election was organised to form a
representative team to make a success of the Lucknow Assembly. At the same time, a need was
felt to form a union of peasants in several parts of Bengal. Md. Fajlu (Chhunnu Mia) from
Noakhali called for a regional peasants’ meeting with the peasants of his own district and in that
meeting, four members including Chhunnu Mia, Kamal Sarkar and Ananta Mukherjee were to be
the elected members of the representative team. But no one except Kamal Sarkar could attend
the pre-decided meets (Lucknow Assembly) . Niharendu Dutta Majumder and Asrafuddin
Ahmed Choudhury, leader of Tripura Zilla Congress, attended the meeting though they were not
the members of the elected team. Swami Sahajananda Saraswati, a peasant leader from Bihar,
was elected the President of this meeting which was held on 11th April 1936. An initiative to
form a regional Krishak Sabha was taken after this Assembly and Kamal Sarkar and Niharendu
Dutta Majumder were entrusted to form a regional Krishak Sabha in Bengal .

First Conference of Patrasayer

First Conference of Bangiya Pradeshik Krishak Sabha was held on 27-28" March 1937 at
Patrasayer village in Bankura district.® Peasants from all over India and Bengal attended the
Conference. Almost 11.080 members attended the Conference . In this Conference, a Committee
of five members was formed with Muzaffar Ahmed, Saiyad Ahmed Khan, Bhupendranath Dutta,
Niharendu Dutta Majumder and Satyendranath Majumder. Bankim Mukherjee was elected the
secretary of this Conference and Mansur Habib and Ananta Mukherjee became vice —secretaries .
During the Conference, Comrade Muzaffar Ahmed on behalf of the Committee presented a paper
about Krishak Sabha and its rules and objectives. ‘This was mentioned as the first political
paper of Bangiya Pradeshik Krishak Sabha . '’

All India Kisan Sabha

All India Kisan Sabha was a peasants’ union and regional mass institution. It was a mass
institution to secure the rights of peasants. Labourers from villages were also counted in this

Journal of Historical Studies and Research Volume 3, Number 1 (January- April ,2023) 126 |Page



Peasant Organisations in the context of Political Activities in
Bengal before the 1938:A Regional Study

formation of Kisan Sabha and they were interested in being included. Labour unions were to be
included with the Kisan Sabha.. °

Aims

The aim of the All India Kisan Sabha was to protect the political and economic rights of the
peasants. Other, aims included full freedom of the peasants from the extortion and to establish
complete national liberty and democracy with the collaboration of other classs and mass unions
especially integrated with national freedom movement so that all the economic and political power
could be entrusted to the common mass..’

Aims of Bangiya Pradeshik Krishak Sabha were as follows:®The abolition of the
zamindari system without any compensation was the primary aim of Krishak Sabha. A reform of
usury loan remission and land system was needed, so that free lands could be distributed to the
peasants and farmhands. Other purposes of this Krishak Sabha were to free the peasants from
imperialistic extortion; to develop the quality of business, culture, agriculture and industry of the
villagers; to establish such a democratic country so that all the power could be entrusted by the
people; to establish peace against colonialism and War .’

The colour of the flag of Krishak Sabha was to be red withKaste-Haturi symbol .

Ethics of Regional Krishak Sabha

Comrade Muzaffar Ahmed wrote an essay on Patrasayer Assembly, which was published under
the title Bharoter Krishak Samosya. He stated in this essay: ‘We constitute this Bongiya
Pradeshik Krishak Sabha... as a class organization to wage a class struggle against the exploiters
of peasantry. ’ ' Another essay was published later and it claimed, *Class struggle was the main
cause of these problems..”'" and ‘so -called landowners were the main extortionist of the
peasants. Inefficient mahajans were second in position as extortionists...Brokers, stockists were
also no less torturer as far as the selling ofcultivated products are concerned... After all British
imperialism was the biggest extortionist of Indian peasants .’ '* In the speech of the President he
said that class struggle was a struggle against all kind of extortions by several classes. As the
peasants were extorted by several sides, they had to conduct class struggle on many sides. ’ "
‘Our people will get freedom from of extortion and torture through this class struggle.’'* ‘The
main problem of the peasants was the only problem of class struggle . / '° Extortion of village level
peasants and daily labourers were discussed in detail in this Conference. ‘Permanent Settlement
not only created a parasite called zaminder class but the zamindars also created many parasites by
their right of possession. Pattanidar and Talukdar were the parasites, created by the
zamindars . / '°

After Permanent Settlement, a big change took place in village life, the economic process
and in their relationship with the landowners. Along with this, the peasants depended on the

interest of the usurer to continue their cultivation process during flood, drought and the price hike

Journal of Historical Studies and Research Volume 3, Number 1 (January- April ,2023) 127 |Page



Peasant Organisations in the context of Political Activities in
Bengal before the 1938:A Regional Study

of the crops. ‘Another exploiter was the mahajan’ . "

*Many village artists were ruined for the
sake of foreign traders. ‘Capitalist economics was introduced in India in the last century.
Many villagers had lost their lands and the workers their jobs; planters emerged; zamindar class

- 18
was created and the power of usurers increased .

Need for Complete Freedom

An economic crisis took place in 1929 and there is no way to get rid of that. Peasants are greatly
affected by this crisis. Wealthy peasants have gradually become poor. And most of those who
were poor gradually have lost theirlands. ’ '’According to the Census of 1911, the number of
landless peasants was 291 out of 1000 peasants. In the Report of 1931, the number increased to
407 out of 1000 peasants. It was not only the problem of Bengal but also of all over India.*" It
was decided by the Krishak Sabha to articulatethe peasants' problems. Muzaffar Ahamed said
that, *Complete freedom of India from the rule of British imperialism is essential. But if we only
think of freedom and there will not be any social revolution, that freedom will not be so worthy .
A complete redress of the wants and accusations of common people and especially our vast
peasant community is possible only when a complete social change had happened. But social
change is not possible if British imperialism exists. That is why a complete freedom from this
imperialistic rule is badly needed . ” *!

‘The educated civilised people of this country who have completely got rid of the
mentality of extortion and have learned to think of the right of labourers and peasants, can also
help the struggle of peasants and labourers.’**'It was decided to form Bangiya Pradeshik
Krishak-Sabha in this Conference. This Bangiya Krishak Sabha would be nothing but a regional
branch of Nikhil Bharat Krishak-Sabha. Bangiya Krishak Sabha for theunited and centralised
the peasant movement of Bengal. Our organization has already been working in some districts of
Bengal. Bangiya Krishak Sabha will form those unions from the root. We shall start ‘our
activities at least by centralising the union-boards... Bangiya Krishak Sabha is a class union of
the peasants of Bengal’ . The objective of this Krishak Sabha was to control the class struggle
against the extortions . >

Bangiya Krishak Sabha would not only be an economic institution of Bengal but it would
also make peasants capableof snatching their national rights by struggle and thus it would grow as
a struggling union of the farmers. Bangiya Krishak Sabha would not underestimate any
accusation from the farmers of Bengal. “If the peasant unions cannot fight to solve the daily
trivial accusations of the peasants, it can be understood that they cannot fight a big battle. Those
who are involved in the work of peasant unions must have to be on the watch of this matter . * **

One must make a connection between the rural peasant movement and urban labourers’
movement. The peasants cannot get a clear idea to form a peasant union if they cannot get in
touch with the labour movement . >
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The number of landless peasants in our country is more than 3 crores.The question of
whether they will get lands is raised withthe establishment of a new administration. Likewise,
industry labourers, educated middle-class and lower middle class people also raise the question of
comfort. There is no solution to these in the new administrative system. Thus the new
administrative system is not acceptable to us. >

These fundamental rules were the same in Bengal and all over India. The leaders of
Communist Party and Congress Socialist Party along with the leaders of unions during that time
almost unanimously agreed with these fundamental rules that illustrate the political character of
Krishak Sabha. After the Patrasayer Conference, Peasants unions organized many Mahakuma
and thana Sammelansduring April to July 1937. During the month of August 1937, a Committee
of Krishak Sabha was also organised in Mymensingh, Rangpur, Dinajpur, and Rajshahi
districts . ?’

May Day Celebration of All India Kisan Sabha

According to the decision of the All India Kisan Sabha Committee, in 1937, few ‘Days’ were
celebrated in Bengal and other provinces. These days were ‘May Day’ (1% May 1937), “All
India Kisan Sabha Diwas’ (1% September) , Rin Mukub Diwas (the day of loan remission),
Dabi Diwas (to declare the Communist Party legal), Bihar Krishak DiwasandChin Diwas .
Bengali and Hindi posters were circulated by the regional Krishak Sabha on the occasion of *May
Day’ . That was why police investigated the office of Krishak Sabha and arrested the secretary
though May Day was celebrated by the All India Kisan Committee till 1940. All India Kisan
Diwas was celebrated with the aim to circulate the demands of peasants in the whole country.
May Day was also celebrated in 1944 .°°But there were no comments by Md . Abdullah Rasul, in
Krishak Sabhar Itihas as the exact cause of closure of this occasion.

But a special importance was credited to the ideas and works of Communist Party in the
formation and peasant’ s movement of Bengal. It had influenced a lot and it cannot be ignored
that the influence of the Communists was noticed from the very beginning of the formation of All
India Kisan Sabha. It was demanded that the prohibitory order be withdrawn from the
Communist Party for the sake of the peasants' movement. This was clearly acknowledged in the
works of Krishak Sabha by declaration and celebration of May Day. The Party leaders and the
leading persons among the activities of Krishak Sabha also acknowledged the importance of this
demand. It was not only for the sake of individualism but also it was a conscious political
reflection to protect the peasants from the extortion of imperialistic feudalism and it was also a
way to continue the struggle by uniting the peasants. It was noticed by the declaration and
celebration of these days by All India Kisan Sabha that as the demand and the movement of the
peasants were supported with seriousness, on the other hand, a similarity was also found between
the political characters of peasants and many international events especially with the Russian
Revolution and peasants movement against Chinese imperialism .
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In the Patrasayer Conference agenda and work process of Krishak Sabha movement of
Bengal and whole country was decided. Various techniques of peasant movement and unions of
several districts of Bengal were declared in this Conference. This Krishak Sabha movement tried
to inculcate a political consciousness into the peasants of Bengal and at the same time, the
Patrasayer Conference introduced a single symbol of flag of All India Kisan Sabha. The kaste-
haturi symbol of All India Kisan Sabha was granted by the All India Krishak Committee at the
Calcutta Conference of 27" -28™ October, 1937.%' Red colour of the flag was acknowledged on
the basis of the speech of the President and Secretary of All India Kisan Sabha at Niyamatpur Goa
Conference on 13™ July 1937. This declaration was proposed in the Calcutta Conference and
there it was granted that the red flag would be the symbol of Krishak Sabha. But later at the 15
Conference of All India Kisan Sabha held at Bangaon, on 1% and 2" November 1957, it was
decided that instead of kaste-haturionly kaste would be the symbol in the Red flag. The reason
for this change was that as kaste-haturi was the symbol of the flag of Communist Party, the
peasants who belonged to Congress Party did not agree to join Krishak Sabha. That’s why only
kaste replaced the kaste-haturi as the symbol of Krishak Sabha. In this case, it was criticized
that Krishak Sabha neglected its class—character and gave more importance to its relation with the
Congress Party. Rather it can be said that the omission of the hammer, the symbol of the labourer
and establishment of the scythe as it was a Congress supported symbol weakened the stand of All
India Kisan Sabha as a united symbol of peasant-Ilabourer class .

But, after the Patrasayer Conference, political consciousness increased among peasants of
the district of Malda and Dinajpur. So a large number of peasants gathered in several districts of
Bengal and these demands of the peasants transformed into some big movements. Peasants
instigated a big movement to abolish the zamindari and usury system. The peasants'movement
got a new flow because of a spontaneous inclusion of these demands against the zamindari and
usury system in almost every peasant revolution of the 20th century . **

Second Conference: Bora

First Conference at Patrasayer was followed by the second Conference of Bangiya Pradeshik
Krishak Sabha at Bora in Hooghly on 2"~ 3™ December 1938. The formation which was
accepted in Patrasayer was rectified and changed in the second Conference of regional Krishak
Sabha. Spontaneity of the Party workers had been reduced due to excessive rigidity of the
formation accepted in the Patrasayer Conference. That’s why some fundamental changes in the
formation of regional Krishak Sabha was made in the Bora Conference in Hooghly district.
Congress Socialist Party and Communist Party participated in this Conference and decided to
work unitedly with regional Krishak Sabha. An executive Committee was formed of 15 members
with ten secretaries and five members of the President's Council. This executive committee was
considered as a regional working committee . >
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In the Bora Conference of Hooghly district, the Secretary was Md.Abdullah Rasul,
sectional secretaries were Ananta Mukherjee, Sujat Ali Majumder, Rebati Barman and Smritish
(Manik) Banerjee was for parliamentary section, Nirapod Mukhopadhyay for economic section,
Shibnath Banerjee for co—operative section, Charu Banerjee for judiciary section and volunteer
organizer was Rabi Majumder. Bimal Pratibha Devi was also selected as a secretary. Almost
twenty-five thousand peasants from several parts of Bengal participated on the second day of the
Bora Conference .

A significant political change was noticed from the year 1937. In this period, peasants’
consciousness improved and the movement changed. Many young people of Bengal were
committed to spreading the Communist ideology and socialist ideas were introduced. A
consciousness about imperialistic extortions in Germany, Italy and other countries developed
among the peasants. With the help of Marxist and Leninist literature, a consciousness about
extortion was imparted among the educated young generation. In this phase, a demand had been
raised from inside and outside of the jail that convicts who were accused terrorists should be
freed. Sufficient supply of Communist ideology and Marxist-Leninist prototype and literature
among the detenues helped to attract them to such socialist ideas. The process of freeing the
detenues was gradually begun after the formation of Council in 1937 . Many detenues were freed
between 1937 and 1938. As they were influenced by the ideology of class movement, they
dedicated themselves to inculcate political consciousness among the lower class people. Thus,
just after being freed from jail, they were introduced to the ideology of peasants’ movement in
villages and these new workers dedicated themselves to organize peasants' movement. That’s
why the Conferences of Bangiya Pradeshik Krishak Sabha attained success. Participation of the
peasants in these movements of Bangiya Pradeshik Krishak Sabha and All India Kisan
Sabhahelped to create an atmosphere to initiate movements in various districts and villages of
Bengal .

All India Kisan Conference in Gaya District

Bora Conference was followed by the fourth Conference of All India Kisan Conference at Gaya
district in April, 1939. This Conference had a significant importance in developing political
consciousness among the peasants and expanding the area of peasants’ movement. Thus a way
out was found to perfectly implement each and every agenda of peasants’ movement and
peasants’ interest. A special attemptto develop a consciousness of class movement among the
workers was pursued in this Conference. It was declared in the political agenda of this
Conference that, ‘it was not only the highest number of peasant participation of all time in the
general democratic movement of the country but also they became more conscious as a class and
tried to live their own life against the torturous, feudalist-imperialistic extortion. So, the number
of these class unions increased, it was reflected through several partial revolutions that the level of
their struggle against these extortions had been uplifted and a new political consciousness had
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developed among them. They could realize the nature of power they were fighting against and
they could also realize what the actual solution of their poverty and extortion was. That was why
they decided that the ultimate resolution of their daily struggle was to abolish imperialism. It was
assumed that the land revolution would give them land, the nation would abolish all the
intermediate exploiters and make them free from pressure of debts and provide them with full

earnings from their products . 7 **

Third Conference : Naghoria

Third Conference of Bangiva Pradeshik Krishak Sabha was held from 4™ to 6™ May 1939 at
Naghoria village in Malda district. On behalf of Krishak Sabha, the organiser and the Secretary
Sujat Ali Majumder was given the responsibility to conduct the Conference smoothly. More than
50000 peasants participated in this Conference in Malda district. But before this, another peasant
rebellion occurred against zamindari extortion in the name of tax collection from the tenants of the
Chanchal estate. In January 1939, Kiran Sankar Ray was chosen as organiser of this Naghoria
Conference. He was one of the well-known leaders of the National Congress.>> This was the
first Conference in North Bengal. Naghoria was situated on the eastern part of Dinajpur.
Subhas Chandra Bose attended this Conference and he delivered a glorious welcome address to the
people of Naghoria. Subhas Chandra Bose went to Jalpaiguri by road where he discussed the
conditionof peasants and deeply sympathised with them . *®

However, political consciousness of the people of these regions was built around Krishak
Sabha. Here, a peasant rebellion had taken place against zamindari tax collection from the
tenants and it occurred in the Chanchal estate. Chanchal estate was situated on the western part
of Malda. Chanchal estate was the owner of vast areas in the District. Underthe leadership of
Sujat Ali Majumder and with the help of the Party workers, these peasants started a movement
with the demand to remit the pending tax and a Jatha (procession) of 8000 peasants was held in
Malda town. The news was communicated by the district magistrate to Chanchal Raj and the
government authorities realized the importance of the local protest and the demand for remission
of tax was submitted to the Chanchal estate which granted the demand. A sense of relief was felt
with the announcement of the news. This achievement helped establishment of Krishak Sabha in
Malda district. As a result of that, a large number of peasants gathered in the Naghoria
Conference and almost 75000 peasants attended on the second day of the Conference . >’

After the Naghoria Conference, the Secretary of the Committee started to think differently
about organization of movements and work processes. After the Naghoria Conference, it was
decided to attempt greater organization and struggle and the revolutionary Istehar was especially
emphasized. Main idea of this Istehar was: to transform peasants movement into a more deep
and revolutionary movement; to involve more poor peasants and labourers and the aim was: to
form volunteer peasants’ group everywhere to work for the union, to make them class conscious
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with political knowledge, to transform the volunteers into workers of movements and to strengthen
the unions . **

Conclusion

It can said that after the Patrasayer Conference, the significance of Krishak Sabha impacted on all
over Bengal. They held a rally for abolition of the zamindari system, remission of loan of usurers
and other demands. As a result, peasant consciousness developed and every section of Malda and
Dinajpur responded politically.Large numbers of peasant assemblies were held in several
districts. Peasant movement received a momentum .
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