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Abstract: This paper tries to study the functioning and objectives of Hindustan Socialist Republic
Association (HSRA) during the peak time of revolutionary activities, at length. HSRA played an
important part not only in gathering the support of masses which lied void after the withdrawal
of Non Co-operation Movement but also in instilling fear in the mind of British officials in India
.This paper further looks into the plots and activities undertaken by HSRA to show its
determination and strength which later on paved the way for the youths of country to unite and
fight against torture and yoke of British government. This paper also discuss its pan India
presence, popularity, and determination to overthrow imperialism and at the very end reasons
for its demise.
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Introduction
HSRA was formed out of its parent organization which was Hindustan Republic Association
(HRA) in 1928. Its predecessor HRA was formed in 1924 by the combined efforts of Ramprasad
Bismil , Sachindra Nath Sanyal and Jogesh Chandra Chatterji with its objective to form Fedaral
Republic of the United State of India on the very basic of adult suffrage and the doctrine of
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Armed Rebellion. Some of the prominent person associated with HRA were Ram Prasad Bismil ,
Ashfaqulla Khan, Jogesh Chander Chaterjee etc. HRA came into limelight through the Kakori
Conspiracy Case of 1925 where members of HRA looted the exchequer of government moving
on train near Kakori in Lucknow. Under the Kakori conspiracy case most of the HRA members
were given death sentence and party left with no one to look after, this case however also
prepared next generation for further struggle. Chandrashekar Azad, Bhagat Singh , Batukeshwar
Dutt tried to reestablish the group, they contacted all the active revolutionary group and when
they met in 1928 it was decided that HRA from here on be known as HSRA , this was due to
socialistic influence among party members especially of Bhagat Singh. Many party leaders from
United Province were against this decision for them name adopted by such well-known

revolutionaries as Ram Prasad Bismil ,Sachin Sanyal and Jogesh Chatterjee has gained good deal

of prestige but at the end Bhagat Singh proposal accepted.

Ideology and Objectives

HSRA was influenced by the concept of socialism because most of its members were heard and
studied about the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917. Its ideology was against capitalism and
imperialism. They believe that only socialism can bring “Purna Swaraj”. In its manifesto HSRA
strive to be a party which believes in violence as a means to noble end, they strive to remove
foreign domination through armed rebellion. They put more emphasis on the willpower of
youths. “They (youths) are the salt of the earth” its manifesto read. They remember what
Deshbandhu C.R.Das said about youths: “The youths are at once the hope and glory of the
Motherland, theirs is the inspiration behind the movement, theirs is the sacrifice, theirs is the
victory, they are torch-bearers on the road to freedom, they are the pilgrims on the road to
liberty”. According to them capitalism is killing the poor and downtrodden the most. They
believe that by eliminating discrimination they can help in re-distributing the wealth of the
nation. Capitalistic ideology making Indians poor and illiterate and establishing proletariat is the

only way to get rid of it.
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The Beginning of HSRA

During the initial years it was the party in dismay and scattered in groups in different cities and
had no definite programme or scheme of work before them. These groups were active at Lahore,
Delhi, Kanpur, Benaras and Allahabad. “Mozang house” (ancestral house of Bhagat singh) used
to be the centre of all revolutionary activities. To centralize the structure of the party and bring
uniformity Bhagat Singh and Bijoy Kumar Sinha toured entire country. In September 1928
meeting took place at Purana Qila in Delhi and a programme was formed on socialistic
principles, this meeting continued for two days. Since programme was drawn up on socialistic

principles it was decided that violent activities will be carried out in the background.

#From the archives

Ancestral house of Bhagat Singh in
Khatkar Kalan, Punjab

Fig.- Mozang House.

In the meeting it was decided that party should be divided into two groups, the “Active group”
and the “Sympathizers”. The former was to engaged in arms and ammunition collection, making
and carrying out plans and to develop group actions into mass actions, this group was called
Hindustan Socialist Republic Army and headed by Chandra Shekhar Azad who is known by
pseudonym “Balraj”, the latter were given responsibility of collecting funds by public
subscription and personal contribution, arrangement of shelters in different cities for its members

and to carry on propaganda.
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HSRA headquarters was established at Jhansi and senior journalist Sunder Lal was made in
charge. A central committee of seven members belonging from Punjab, United Province, Bihar
and Rajputana formed for better co-ordination. The party was formed on secular lines hence its

members were told to remove religious symbols and cut off their relation with their families.

In the beginning party was always suffered from lack of funds, its headquarters was shifted to
Agra from Jhansi due to constant reconnaissance by C.I.D. Two rooms were rented in Agra for
its members and these rooms were not sufficient for them many times they have to live without
eating for many days. Patience of members tested during the time of winter when there used to
be only two blankets for eight to nine people in the room with no bed. Many of its members were
came from affluent families such as Bhagat Singh but they never complained because this life of
torture chosen by them. When funds started coming a library was established to educate its

members in various disciplines such as Economics and Socialism.

Major Activities of HSRA

Saunders Killing

Roots of Saunders killings can be traced back to the arrival of Simon Commission in 1927 and
killing of Lala Lajpat Rai while protesting against it. In the preliminary enquiry it came to know
that superintendent of police Mr. Scott was responsible for lalaji death. It was decided that
revenge of Lalaji death will be taken by killing Scott. On the evening of 17" December 1928 Mr.
Saunders was killed in front of the constable Chanan Singh and traffic officer Mr. Fern who
missed a bullet by few inches. Saunders was not the original target, Jai Gopal who was given
responsibility to identify Scott misidentified Saunders as Scott. Next morning HSRA pasted Red
poster mentioning killing of Saunders, this leaflet signed by Balraj (Pseudonym of
Chadrasherkar Azad).
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Assembly Bombing

Throwing bomb on Simon Commission was the original plan but it later on changed due to
paucity of funds so on 8™ of April 1929 a bomb was thrown by Bhagat Singh and Batukeshawar
Dutta in the central assembly Delhi. It caused no hurt to anyone as was decided in the plan.
Assembly was discussing the Public Safety Bill and Trade Dispute Bill at the time with
prominent persons such as Pt.Motilal Nehru, Pt.Madan Mohan Malviya , Sir John
Simon(chairman of Simon Commission) , Sir James Crerar ( Home Member of viceroy’s
executive council) and Sir George Schuster (Finance Member of viceroy’s executive council).
On 6" June 1929 Bhagat singh and Batukeshwar Dutta issued joint statement which emphasize
motive of their action which was not to hurt anyone but “To make the deaf hear”. Both were

arrested and framed under Central Assembly Bombing case and sentenced to life imprisonment

at cellular jail, Andaman along with Sukhdev Thapar.

BLAST FOLLOWING SHARP|
PARLIAMENTARY CRISIS
CAUSES INJURY TO MANY:

Sir George Schuster, Finance Member of Gover-
nor General's Executive Cabinet, Among
Those Wounded by Explosion

SIR JOHN SIMON ESCAFPES UNHURT
Zocialist Literature Hurled With Bombs Into Gmwd.od:

Chamber; Two Men Arzested Are Said to
Have utrage

T S S S

Fig.- Newspaper Reporting

Viceroy’s Assassination Attempt

Viceroy Irwin train was targeted thrice in 1929. The planning was done by Bhagvati Charan
Vohra along with Hansraj,Yashpal and Indrapal. They were given task to plant bomb in the
Railway track, plan was very difficult since majority of the HSRA was either behind bar or they
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were absconding from arrest. Planting a bomb required technical knowledge and skills which
was given to Yashpal and Indrapal, Bhagvati Charan Vohra already know bomb making very
well, near Delhi they rented a room for stay and chose to work in nights when nobody around.
First attack was set on 27 october 1929 on viceroy but was suspended because Irwin coming
from England and it was believed that he has some major announcement in favor of Indians
hence bomb was disengaged by Bhagvati Charan Vohra. Second attack was set to deliver when
viceroy was on his journey from Delhi to Kolhapur but plan was failed because Yashpal met with
an accident and Hansraj could not make it on time. Third attack was targeted on return journey of
viceroy from Kolhapur on 23 December 1929 and this time they left no room for failure and took
trials in order to ensure the operation. On 23 December 1929 viceroy’s train front coaches

exploded, although Viceroy escaped unhurt.

Trials and Sentences

Most of the HSRA member were arrested and tried before court. some of the famous cases linked

to HSRA are as follows:

Lahore Conspiracy Case

It was famous case in which 24 members of HSRA, five among them were at large tried, some
famous names were Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev , Rajguru. Trial began on 10" July 1929 in the court
of special magistrate Rai Sahab Pt. Srikrishna. Before this trial to be started some accused in this
case who already convicted in assemble bombing case started hunger strike. They demanded that
they should be treated like political prisoners and they should be given all those rights which are
available to any other political prisoners. Due to this hunger strike proceeding of cases could not

be started till September 1929. To fast track case special tribunal was established by an

ordinance of viceroy under the charge of Justice Hilton, Justice Tapp and justice sir Abdul Qadir.
Subsequent cases such as Lord Irwin bombing case, spreading hatred against government,

helping Bhagat Singh and other comrades and establishing bombing factories in Punjab also tried
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under Lahore conspiracy case. On 7™ October 1930 special tribunal gave its verdict. Details of

verdict are as follows-

Bhagat Singh , Sukhdev , Rajguru Sentenced to death

Batukeshwar Dutt, Shiv Verma, Jai dev, | Transported for life
Vijay Kumar Sinha, Mahavir Singh, Gaya
Prasad, Kishori Lal, Kanwal Nath Tiwari.

Kundan Lal,Prem Dutt Seven year rigorous imprisonment

Desh Raj, Jatindra Nath sanyal, Ajay Kumar | Acquitted
Ghose.

Table: names of convicted revolutionaries and quantum
of sentence along with acquitted persons.

Assembly Bombing Case
Bhagat Singh , Batukeshwar Dutt and Sukhdev Thaper were tried and sentenced to life
imprisonment in cellular jail Andaman. All the three were accused under Lahore conspiracy case

when they were convicted in assembly bombing case.

Downfall of HSRA

At the end of 1929 all prominent revolutionaries were arrested and tried under various cases,
Bhagat Singh , Rajguru, Sukhdev were already facing the case and were in the jail. After the
death of Chandrashekar Azad on 27th February 1931 party left leaderless with nobody taking
charge of the organization. Its regional branches especially in Bengal region not very

cooperating, party lost grasp on masses and died out in absence of support. Many other
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revolutionaries such as Udham singh, Yashpal tried to revive the party but could not do it. After

1931 no major HSRA activities witnessed in India.
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Chandrashc;kar
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Shivram hari Rajguru

Sukhdev thaper
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Bhagvati charan Durgawati devi a.k.a.
vohra Durga bhabhi

ke 1770
Batukeshwar dutt Sachin sanyal
Flg.- Active members of HSRA.

Fig. Active members of HSRA during 1927-1931.

Conclusion

HSRA made very important contribution in freedom struggle of India. When congress party
failed to gain mass support HSRA filled the vacuum and mobilize support for struggle .Party
agenda was very clear which was to free the nation from the tyranny of imperialism. HSRA was
the first organization which preached the nation “The Philosophy of bomb”. Their fighting spirit
never diminished while in jail. They highlighted the rights of political prisoners. Sixty three days
long hunger strike in itself speak a lot about their willpower and inner strength. They gained

popularity and support of people and prepared ground for further struggle.
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