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Abstract: The princely state of Kuch Behar has a glorious past of the trade and commercial
activity from the past to present, as it is an agricultural belt of the North-Eastern part of
India. The construction of roads, introduction of the railways under Maharaja Nripendra
Narayan and others have given a definite shape to the economic development of this area.
The self-sufficient village economy, Kuch-Kamrup, Kuch-Bhutan contact, presence of
marowari community along with native merchants shaped the demand of economic
development of the concerned area. After Independence, the merged-up policy of Kuch Behar
as Cooch Behar district of West Bengal, establishment of Chakchaka Industrial Complex,
reopening of flight, development of agriculture base handicraft industries like jute, tobacco
and Indo-Bangladesh trade and commerce has given a new economic phenomenon in the
concerned area.
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Introduction

The trade and commercial activities of the Princely state of Kuch Behar analyses the market
places towards an explanation of their origin, growth and development from small hats,
bazars and ganjas to important centers of trade and commerce. The Kuch-Kamrup contact,
establishment of roads, railway communications, commercialization of agriculture, Kuch-
Bhutan socio-economic contacts, immigrations, geographical locations, migration problem
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and its impact also played a vital role for the development of these small markets into big
market places which were significantly changed after the merged of this princely state as a
district of West Bengal on 19" January,1950. The Kuch Behar was a princely state of the
northern part of India. This princely state had a different type of trade and commercial
activities along with the self-sufficient village economy which were controlled by the Royal
family of Kuch Behar. Some major factors were very much related with the origin, growth
and development of the trade and commerce of the concerned area in the Colonial Period.

The objective of the study is to justify the factors which were more relevant with the process
of the development of small hats, bazars, ganjas into the big trading centers in the British
Period.

I) The production of the cash crops such as the opium, tobacco, jute, indigo, oil seeds etc. had
led to the birth of the commercialization of agriculture which was closely connected with the
process of the marketing development of the concerned area.

II) The principal roads in the state of Kuch Behar like- a) A portion of road leading from
Dhubri to Jalpaiguri via Kuch Behar. The total length of this road is therefore forty-eight
miles', b) Another road from Kuch Behar to the military station of Buxa in the Western
Dwars, run for the twelve miles through this State” and ¢) The road from Kuch Behar town to
Rangpur via the subdivisional station of Dinhata leads to the trade and commerce of the state
of Kuch Behar. These three roads are passable by carts all the year round and are in a very
fair state of repair under the management of the Superintendent of Public Works employed by
the State’.

IIT) A small but effective PWD department under Maharaja Nripendra Narayan had rapidly
started the road construction from 1878 and as a result Balarampur Road (connected the
North-Eastern frontier region with this state), Chowdhuryhat Road (Chowdhuryhat to
Bamanhat through Dhubri and Teesta Road), Sitai - Durgapur Road (frontier line of Kuch
kingdom), Mathabhanga Diversion Road, Fider Road from Dewanhat to Balarampur leads
the local trade and commerce in very well4.

IV) The establishment of the Kuch Behar State Railway System (1889) and the starting of the
people and goods transportation from 1891 is another important factor for the economic
activities of the area”.

V) The geographical location of the state of Kuch Behar by which it was closely connected
with the Rangoon in the east to Mithila in the west and Tibet, Bhutan in the north to Rangpur
and the Bay of Bengal in the south which had given a vast area for the trade and commercial
development in the Colonial Period.

VI) The Royal history of the State of 1884-1885 reported mainly five religious festivals as
well as melas were celebrated in a year at Dinhata, Haldibari, Sitalkhuchi, Kalirghat and
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Gadadhar which had a vital role in the local trade and commerce and then the Rashmela came
into limelight in the 1* half of the 20" century and now it is one of the most important
seasonal commercial developmental fields of the concerned area.

VII) The role of the rulers of Kuch Behar state especially Maharaja Naranarayan, Nripendra
Narayan, Jagatdwipendra Narayan for the road and railway construction and the
establishment of the Schools, Colleges, Hospitals, offices efc. had a great impact upon the
trade and commerce in this period.

VII) The Kuch Behar- Eastern Bengal relationship, immigrations from the eastern part of
Bengal, contact with the Eastern Bengal Railway System, Cordial relationship with the king
of Bhutan, Commercial connection with the Himalayan foothills, Capital investment of the
Marowari Community of Bikaneer and the Bengali, Jain and Buddhist merchants’ presence
had given a definite shape to the economic activities of the concerned area in very well.

So, we have seen a well- planned and state- controlled trade and commerce of the
state of Kuch Behar. It was a center of selling 15-16 years old boys and girls in an open
market’. The tobacco and opium were exported to Rangoon and China respectively through
the Tamralipta port’. Otherwise, the piece goods, salt, brass, copper utensils, sugar, pulses,
kerosine oil etc. were imported®. Even some traders also planned to bring the ice from the
Himalayan foothills to export at Calcutta via Kuch Behar. Some major cash crops were
cultivated in this state which were enriched the trade and commercial activities of the
concerned area. The principal seats of commerce were the Kuch Behar and the villages of
Balarampur, Chaora, Gobrachhara, Dirranganj, Changrabanda and Laukuti. The
Chowdhuryhat Road had a great impact for the jute business in that period’. Otherwise,
Maharaja Nripendra Narayan sent his son Victor Nityendra Narayan in America to learn the
cultivation of American verjiyan tobacco and for this Victor Nityendra Narayan had learnt
that knowledge from Agricultural Researcher Dr. L. H. Bailey'’. Thus, the verjiyan tobacco
cultivation was started in this princely state in very well. Another important crop was indigo,
produced at Nilkuthi but it lost her importance in later times. The 250-300 years old trade and
commerce of the state mainly maintained by the Marowari Community. The Bengali
merchants were present in this field but after the introduction of the railway system they put
aside themselves from the trade and commercial activities of the concerned area''. The only
articles manufactured by the people of Kuch Behar were endi or eri and mekhli cloth. The
endi was a coarse silk made of the produce of silkworms fed on the castor oil plant. The
mekhli was a coarse cloth made of jute and used for screens, bedding etc.; it takes the its
names from the subdivisional town of Mekhliganj, where it was largely manufactured'®.
Even, an artisan school had lately been established in this state. A Chinese carpenter had been
brought from Calcutta and professional blacksmiths, weavers, potters and braziers were
engaged to each their several trades . The hats, bazars and ganjas which were held twice or
one time in a week. In this connection, we can mention, Bhawaniganjbazar, Kalikabazar,
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Rajarhat, Baburhat, Dodearhat, Dewanhat which played a vital role in the field of the trade
and commercial activities in the concerned area. As a result, the native merchants estimate
the exports at about £150000 per annum and imports at £90000 per annum'*.

After the Independence, Kuch Behar has faced a new phenomenon by name i.e. Kuch
Behar was Cooch Behar after the merged with West Bengal as a district. Besides, the market
places have been gradually increased but the commercial activities have been significantly
decreased due to the smuggling of rice, sugar, jeera, oil, medicines, cough syrup, cow to
Bangladesh. Although, the establishment of I. I. G. C. Development Centre of Chakchaka has
given a new atmosphere in the trade and commercial activities of Cooch Behar. The
W.B.I.LL.D.C. has taken 139,0315 acres land at Chakchaka (4 km far away of Cooch Behar
Sadar) to establish the industries'”. As a result, a Dairy Project has started in 1993 here'®.
Now 25 units of small, medium and large have started their production commercially in very
well during the last decade of 20™ century. 769 people are working in the running units of
this industrial sectors'’. The 80 percent lands are brought by the different business
organizations for the establishment of the demandable industries here'®, But, in recent times,
the lack of raw materials, labour agitation, influctuation, syndicate system, lack of capital,
scarcity of trained labour efc. effected the economic as well as industrial growth of the
concerned area. So, we have seen the running number of units are 15 whereas the lands are
distributed among the 49 organizations. The 6 companies are waiting for the official process
for the land acquisition to establish their industries'’. Instead of all, the food processing,
plastic and HPPEL, jute, fertilizer, medicine industries are running and playing a vital role in
the commercial field of the said area. Despite of the limitations, the handicraft industries like
carpet, jute, bamboo, tobacco and weaving industry have been locally developing during the
last two decades of 20" century in the different places of Cooch Behar. The carpet industry
is one of the most important handicraft industry in Cooch Behar. This industry is highly
developed at Ghugumari, Dhaluyabari and Tufanganj. Many people (male and female both)
are engaging themselves in this field for making mat (locally called pati) , carpet, seating mat
etc. to earn money for their livelihood. Tagar Rani Dey has awarded the President Medel for
her valuable contribution in this industry related activity”’. Dinhata-I and II have a great
contribution in the field of production and making of fiber related materials and it is
gradually improving till now. The bamboo made toys, basket, household utensils are very
important in this regard. The bamboo made tools along with the apple mora i.e. apple like
tools for seating are making at Baishguri which are the specimen of bamboo made industry in
the concerned area’'. Otherwise, the tobacco industry is developed in Dinhata Subdivision
and for this a famous road namely Gosani Road is also made for smooth running the
cultivation and selling the tobacco in other places in very well. Not only that, the Tobacco
Research Centre has been established for the development of tobacco cultivation in West
Bengal as well as in India. Recently, Cigarette, Bidi, Khaini factories as well as tobacco
conservation factories and godowns are made in Mathabhanga, Sitai, Sitalkhuchi, Gitaldaha
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rapidly. Many people are working there. Otherwise, the cotton weaving industry is made at
near villages of Cooch Behar Sadar (Pestarjhar-1,2,3, Konamali Pestarjhar, Khapaidanga,
Kaljani), Dinhata, Mathabhanga, Mekhliganj, Tufanganj rapidly. The handmade clothes are
selling at Baburhat bazar twice weekly on Tuesday and Saturday. Many male and female
people are engaged in the weaving industry. Some mahajans also helped the owner of cotton
industry by proving them capital, twins, weaving maschine ( Tantekal). Matindra Debnath
and his brothers are the prominent figure as well as mahajans of weaving industry made
clothes purchaser of Cooch Behar town. But recently the weaving industry are declining due
to the lack of efficient weavers, capitals, choosing the alternative occupation by the people of
this area, dislike of weaving saree by the women ezc. decreased the development of weaving
industry in the concerned area®.

Conclusion

Instead of all, as this district is a agricultural district, so there is a probability of the
development of tobacco, jute, potato and tomato base handicraft and food processing
industries respectively. The effective railway communication with Haldibari, regularity of
flight communication with the different mega cities can be helped the capitalist for the
investment of agriculture base trade and commerce of this prantik district. If it is possible,
then the landless, jobless and workless people will not go to Delhi, Hariyana, Kerala, Gujrat,
Meghalaya, Bengaluru for work and their livelihood. The proper way of thinking the
employment policy can be increased the financial capacity of the people of the concerned
area. Besides, the immigrations, Indo- Bangladesh legal trade and commerce, establishment
of IIT and Polytechnic Colleges, tourism can be helpful for the overall development of the
traditionally important district of Cooch Behar.
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