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Abstract:This writing explores the Chor Puja and Chor-Chunni songs as practiced by the
Surjapuri Rajbanshis of North Bengal in the Twentieth Century. This work is done mainly
based on primary sources. Chor Puja is a unique worship done by the Surjapuri Rajbanshis
for the past 200 years. This puja is observed in a genealogical order. On the day of Kali puja,
the Surjapuri Rajbanshis practiced the Hoka-Huki ritual and before going to the Hoka-Huki
practice they made two facemasks one for Chor and another for Chunni and put vermilion on
the facemask. Both of the facemasks look like Chor and Chunni characters. On the same day,
Chor-Chunni songs were performed by the villagers. They decorate one boy as Chor and
another as Chunni, singing songs with wageling Dhol and Khartal. In this way, the Chor
Puja and Chor-Chunni songs are performed by the Surjapuri Rajbanshis of North Bengal.
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Introduction

Chor is a Bengali word which means thief. We all know that the profession of a Chor is
stolen, but we hardly heard about the Chor Puja1 (thief worship). The Surjapuri Rajbanshis2
of North Bengal do an incredible Chor Puja. This puja is observed at Rahatpur village by the
leadership of a particular Surjapuri Rajbanshi family named the late Bandilal Singha and his
wife Binata Singha. Still, after the death of Bandilal Singha, it is taken by Subir Singha (son
of Bandilal Singha) and his wife Dulali Singha. During the past 200 years (around) this puja
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has been practiced by the family and their ancestors. This puja is observed in a genealogical
order. If the ancestor of any family observed this puja earlier, their successor must have
practiced it. They made two facemasks which is the sign of Chor and Chunni.?

One interesting thing is that the Chor character is observed as a deity like other
deities of the Hindu religion. This Chor deity is not shaped in figure but has a facemask
called ‘Mokha’ in the Surjapuri Rajbanshi Language. On the day of Kali puja, the Surjapuri
Rajbanshis practiced the Hoka-Huki ritual and before going to the Hoka-Huki practice they
made two facemasks one for Chor and another for Chunni and put vermilion on the facemask
(locally called chuma-chumi). Both of the facemasks look like Chor and Chunni characters.*
On the same day, Chor-Chunni songs’ were performed by the villagers. They decorate one
boy as Chor and another as Chunni, singing songs with wageling Dhol and Khartal. In the
past, these Chor-Chunni songs were performed from village to village for 7-15 days and
villagers were granted some rice or money but at present this scenario has changed due to the
modernization of society. In the present time, these Chor-Chunni songs are performed only
for a day as manner. After completion of this whole process, they sold rice and got some
money, with this money they bought some kg of chickens or meat and ate a picnic with full
enjoyment together.®

Worship Equipments

Although, the Chor worship is not done yet the same day. In the Bengali Kartik month
(October-November) this puja is done simply by offering some Khoi Moya (puffed rice),
milk, and banana. They also offer some pieces of water pumpkin and flowers of ghera (ridge
gourd). Except for this, they sacrifice a pigeon for the peace of the Chor deity.’

Objectives: There is a local belief that when the Chor-Chunni singers sing songs in a
particular house, they break the bottom wall of the house called ‘dhari vesra’ in the local
language. If any group of thieves came to that house to steal, they first looked at the wall if
that wall had broken then the thieves went to another house. In this way, the Chor puja
protects the villagers from the thieves. So, the villagers worship this puja with joy.

Chor-Chunni songs
The Chor-Chunni songs like these....
Bandana Song8

I

Saraswatirar age bandana,

Sawaswati bandiya ami tel kanchan sona.

Age bondi Lokhi Mata, pichhe Saraswati hoy ulomoti.
Purbe bondiya loinu Dharmaniranjan,
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Poschime bondiya loinu pir poygambar,
Saraswatirar age bandana.

Uttore bondiya loinu Kalimayer Charan,
Dakhine bondiya loinu Sampoti Sagar,
Saraswatirar age bandana.

Akashe bondiya loinu akasher Kamini,

Patale bondiya loinu pataler Basoki,
Saraswatirar age bandana.

Gaye modhe bondiya loinu gayero Gram,

Soba modhe bondiya loinu choto-boror charan.

(TAFOIIE ST I,
STAFS! AT W (O FIL |

SCST I 59! W, TR STzl =7 SrarNo |
BSEIRRIGECCRIEEL DN

ARSI I T2 N 2ATT,
ST S5 I3

TSR AT AR BN 5,

AIEHC AN TR ST ST,

SRFOIRE WS I3
ST SIS 9T |

ST KT I 1= ATCNCAT AT,

SR WYY I AR (RG-IGF 5V 1)

1T

Chora re tui jatera kolo,

Char korar kori loiya jhulite polo,
Chora re tui jatera kolo.

Chorta gisle churi korba malatolir hat,
Churi kore anil Chorta sutkiro bora,
Chorta gisle churi korba malatolir hat.

(CBTAT (4 Q2 GITOAT (T,
BIF FAK BG 271 0O (AT,
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(BT (1 92 QT (I |
(BTG fo1ST0e RfF SR NAGI =G 1)

111

Chora re tor bideseo gomon,
Choranidar uchol khopa,
Chorar giche mon,

Chora re tor bideseo gomon.

(51T (2 (1K RTAT=1& 51w,
PEEIGACAG Ak

CEIEARRE)
BT (F (O fRTAT*1S TN 1)

1A%

Chorta giche churi korba soluyaro bondor,
Churi kore anil Chorta char khani dhokor,
Chorta giche churi korba soluyaro bondor.

(CBTROT 3R ¥ ST ST I,
B S == (G101 619 Wi 4,

(BRI fAR B S0 ST I 1)

\4

Ghorer agut lefa saak re bhai tar tole dhoniya,
Jorbojor mar khilale mok aida Gaoyer Deonia,
Ghorer agut lefa saak re bhai tar tole dhoniya.

(T WQTO (T 1P (F ©12 Ol Ol 4w,

T WSS (701 #MF (F 912 O e Lfw1)

VI
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Ghorer agut lefa saak re bhai, dhar kora nun,
Khaya jabe juyai-beta sager Kemon gun,
Ghorer agut lefa saak re bhai, dhar kora nun.

(ST WD (7] ATF (F O1%, 419 B A,
YT 1T Gr12-(I0T *TF (PN B,

A WSS (] 1P (F OIR, 419 AT YN )

Vi1

Dhaolige tok vole mare,
Kene berachige tui torghor-morghor kore,
Dhaolige tok vole mare.

(YTOFETTSY (OTF ©T WIS,
(N RAMB 92 (O TI-(NF 99 I(F,

{IGEATSY (o1 ©lel WA 1)

VIII

Mar malo valoy kolo, chalot penathi thuye,
Sinta diye mare.

Mar malo valoy kolo, rage ni kham vat.
Palay jamu baper bari, dekhibar korim sat.

(N T ©OTTT (FIET, BT (NS YT,
BRI RST

IR NI Oy 0, A0 N AT ore |
AT JI AN NG, (R IV 39 1)

IX

Chot kore de gem ai,
Pot kore de,
Nite tor Dhari vesrabe.’

(55 I (W (T W3,
B FE (W,

o (917 411 (S
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X

Dada ge ghontolot,
Dhudi Chhagolda katiya khabe bostir lok."’

(RTAT (51 SCBTeTs,
47 QIS S AT A (@1 1)

XI

Chor asil ghore re Chorok bidai koro re,
Noya kula khan suru beter ban,

Sasuri kuteche dhan, bohu khache paka pan,
Oila bohu boro akol mon."’

(CBIR SI>1et TR (F (BIA<P [{ary T (F,
N Pl U (JC0 I,

MG FLOLE 4T, I LG ATHI A,
821 I I WP W)

XII

lluyagari kashigari vuluk futiche,
Mama sosur vagin bohu palba sajiche."”

(ZRTNR PN 9@ PIoCE,
NIV X ®F IV I AT GG/
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Bengal, Katihar, Purnia, Araria, and Mithila of Bihar.
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