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Abstract:Although sports are an integral part of human life, its inclusion in the framework of
history practice is relatively new. Indian historians also joined the effort to highlight the proper
importance of sport in human history, which started in Britain. During the British colonial rule,
western sports spread in India as part of the colonial culture. However, these sports gradually
became integrated with Indian society and culture. During the colonial and post-colonial period,
sports became a reflection of issues such as nationalism, communalism, regionalism, etc.
Western sports became popular in Nadia district during the late 19th century and early 20th
century during colonial rule. In the early stages these sports were centered on the main towns of
the district and, educational institutions including schools and colleges took a special role in
promoting the sports. Since its inception, the residents of the district have excelled in western
sports. This article mainly provides an objective account of the prevalence and spread of western
sports in Nadia district at the first half of the 20th century. It also provides an account of the
achievements of the prominent players of Nadia in the western sports at the elementary phase.
Keywords:Culture, Krishnanagar, post-colonial period, Shantipur,Sports, Western Sports etc.

Date of Submission: 25-07-2024 Date of Acceptance: 28-07-2024

Journal of Historical Studies and Research, Volume 4, Number 2 (May - August,2024) 99 | Page

PAPER ID:JHSR09V4N2MA2024 EDITOR-IN-CHIEF:DR.BIPUL MANDAL



Development of Western Sports in a District of Bengal at
Elementary Phase: A Survey of Nadia District in the
first half of the Twentieth Century

Introduction

As a result of the effort to expand the content of history practice throughout the twentieth
century, various new fields of organized human life are included in the theoretical framework of
history practice. Historian E. J. Hobsbawm has named sports as one of the most important new
social practices of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.' In the early stages,mainly
anthropologists took the initiative to include sports in the framework of traditional knowledge.2
Edward Burnett Taylor, who is often credited as the father of anthropology, in his essay “The
History of the Games” written in 1879, described various types of games. American
Anthropologists James Mooney and Stewart Culin have discussed the common sports among
Native Americans.” Dutch historian Johan Huizinga in his book “Homo Ludens” (1938)
discussed about play.* In the 1960s, French anthropologist Roger Caillois, opposing Huizinga's
view on play and presented his own statement on sports in the book “Man, Play and Games”.
Sociologists Norbert Elias and Eric Dunning describe the development of sports as a part of the
civilizing process.’

In the practice of sports history, like the practice of the history of science, the idea was
ingrained that the player or any person associated with the game could only present the history of
the game accurately. In opposition to this idea, historian James Walvin said, “Such claims to
exclusivity are intellectually crippling and depend ultimately for their rationale on the belief that
there is, or ought to be, only one particular approach or interpretation of historical experience. It
is to be hoped that sports history will avoid such factional fights, although this is not to claim
that sporting practitioners have nothing to tell us. What is quite clear however is that one does
not need to be player, spectator or aficionado of any sport- to appreciate its border social or
historical significance”.” This sense of history began in Britain at an early stage. Sports studies
began in the United States at the beginning of the twentieth century, but the practice of sports
history actually began in Britain, because sports studies in the United States were based on the
concepts and theories of physical education and sports science. In contrast, the practice of sports
history in Britain was based on social history practice and related theory. The practice of sports
history in the Western world, including Europe, began in the 1970s and became especially
prosperous in the 1980s because the practice of sports history gained an organizational form with
the establishment of the ‘British Society of Sport History’ in 1982. The research journal of this
association of sports historians was published by ‘Frank Cass Publications’, which is now known
as ‘The International Journal of the History of Sport’. Sociologists J.A. Mangan, Tony Mason,
Allen Guttmann, Richard Holt etc. studied sports history and make sports history more-rich. The
practice of sports history gradually spread beyond Britain to other European countries such as
Denmark, Sweden and Finland, and sociologists from Asian countries such as China, Japan and
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South Korea also joined this effort in the late 1980s. Because of the initiative of J. A. Mangan,
one of the founders and promoters of sports history in Europe, the ‘International Research Center
for Sport, Socialization and Society’ (IRCSSS) was established at the University of Strathclye in
Scotland, which was later transferred to De Montfort University in England. Under the editorship
of J. A. Mangan, three research journals, namely ‘Culture, Sports, Society’ in 1998, ‘European
Sport History Review’ in 1999 and ‘Soccer and Society’ in 2000, were published under ‘Frank
Cass’ publication. The journal ‘Culture, Sports, Society’ is currently published as ‘Sport in
Society’. During this same period, a number of monographs and edited volumes were published
under a series called ‘Sport in Global Society’, published by ‘Frank Cass’, which was later
acquired by ‘Routledge’.®
Study of Sports History In India

In the traditional epistemological frame-work the first Indian to research on sports history was of
in 1988. That year, Soumen Mitra presented his dissertation on the role of football in colonial
Bengal at the Jawaharlal Nehru Universi‘[y,9 which was later published as a book.'’ Ramachandra
Guha in the book “A Corner of a Foreign Field”"', Mihir Bose in the book “The Magic of
Indian Cricket”"?, and Ashish Nandy in the book “The Tao of Cricket”"® has described the
history of Indian cricket. Mario Rodriguez has described the political life of cricketer Ranjit
Singh, which also illuminates the history of Indian cricket to a large extent.'* Edward Docker '
and Richard Cashman'® has researched the history of Indian cricket. Boria Majumdar has
described the social history of Indian cricket in his book “Twenty Two Yards to Freedom”."
Another popular sport in India, football is also seen as the subject of several research articles and
books. Tony Mason in his article “Football on the Maidan: Cultural Imperialism in India”
explains the practice of playing football on the Maidan in Calcutta as a part of the cultural
imperialism of the British.'® Attempts to explain the role of the game in South Asian society in
the 21st century are observed among Western historians. One of the most brilliant reflections of
this effort is the book “Soccer in South Asia” edited by Paul Dimeo and James Mills."” This
book contains several articles on Indian football. Boria Majumdar and Kausik Bandyopadhyay in
the book “Goalles: The Story of a Unique Footballing Nation” highlight the interrelationship
and tension between the national, provincial and regional levels in Indian football, and also
describe the reflection of imperialism, nationalism, communalism and commercialism on the
football field.”” The arrival of Western sports in colonial countries, their European context and
evolution are described in the book “The Games Ethics and Imperialism”, written by J.A.
Mangan.”' Ronojoy Sen in the book “4 History of Sport in India” has presented a series of
descriptions of various sports in India from ancient times to the post-colonial era.” James Mills’s
edited volume “Subaltern Sports”, shed light on subaltern trends and participation in the history
of Indian sports.”> Most research on the history of sports in India has been largely confined to
two popular sports, namely cricket and football. However, some bright exceptions are observed
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in this regard, and as a result, important issues like India in the Olympics or India and the
Commonwealth Games have been included in the history of sports.”* An example of this trend is
the book “Olympics: The Indian Story” written by Boria Majumdar and Nalin Mehta.?

Arrival of Western Sports in India

With the arrival of the British in India, British and Western sports became popular in this
country. The British and Europeans who came to this country introduced sports that were
common in their countries for their entertainment and leisure. The European clubs formed in
different parts of India were mainly based on sports activities. Although in the early stages, clubs
were a leisurely entertainment area for Europeans to socialize and drink among themselves.
George Orwell, a strong critic of colonialism, said about the European clubs established in India,
“The spiritual citadel, the real seat of the British power.””*® The clubs had spots such as cricket,
rugby, golf, etc. Throughout the nineteenth century, with the exception of a few schools and
missionary institutions, the British did not take any initiative to promote their sports among
Indians. Nevertheless, ordinary Indians were attracted to western sports and started forming
clubs to organize the games. Just as the game of cricket became popular in Bombay Presidency
in the western part of India and the Madras Presidency in the southern region, and clubs were
formed based on that game, in the Bengal Presidency in the eastern part of India the game of
football became popular and clubs were formed based on it.

Since most of the sports practiced in India today were introduced by the colonial rulers
under the British rule, they are essentially remnants of the colonial culture that is still practiced
in India today. However, these colonial sports gradually became an integral part of the Indian
socio-culture. Since the colonial period, the sport has become an arena of expression for
nationalism where Indians could compete eye-to-eye with their colonial rulers and even defeat
them, which would hurt the superiority of the British nation and become an example of Indian
superiority. These sports have given India an opportunity to showcase its talent on the
international stage, as most of the western sports are organized under the international level. Just
as India has placed itself at the seat of excellence in many fields including cricket and hockey in
western sports, on the other hand it has the opportunity to develop its talent in many other fields.

Development of Western Sports in Nadia

Western sports spread in the Nadia district in the last decade of the nineteenth century and
initially these sports were centered around the district's main towns such as- Krishnanagar,
Shantipur, Ranaghat and Navadwip. Here the sports history of the district in the first half of the
twentieth century is presented in brief.

After the formation of Nadia district by the British, Krishnanagar was its main
headquarter and administrative center. Before the arrival of the British, Krishnanagar was also
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the capital of the Nadia Rajs. As a result, historically the city was quite prosperous and at the
same time many influential and wealthy people lived in this city. Due to this historical richness,
western sports flourished in this city first and many residents of this city left their mark in
western sports in the early stages. In 1890, the first Town Club was established in Krishnanagar
through the efforts of Sarojranjan Bose and Saratchandra Roy Chowdhury, although football was
not played regularly in Krishnanagar. Royal Sporting Club was later formed to play football.
Also, the Diana Club, Sabuj Sangh, Minerva Sporting, Ananta Hari Club, Muslim Club and in
1918 the Athletic Club were formed, although these clubs did not last long. In 1927, the Nadia
Police team started playing football regularly. In the early stages, western sports were mainly
promoted in schools and colleges and most of the players were trained in educational institutions.
Among the educational institutions, Krishnanagar Collegiate School, C.M.S School,
Krishnanagar College gained prominence. From 1930, regular football games started with two
teams from Town Club, Nadia Police, Friends XI, C.M.S School, Krishnanagar Collegiate
School and Krishnanagar College. After that, as the game of football became increasingly
popular, clubs like Amar Bharti Sangh, Hero Krishnanagar South Club, Agrani Sangh etc. were
formed by 1953 and later Krishnanagar Shakti Sangh, Krishnanagar Tarun Sangh, Chittaranjan
Memorial Club, Vajra Sangh, Seeram Krishna Pathagar, Baghayatin Sangh, Shimultala Jubo
Sangh etc. were formed, though many of these clubs later disappeared.?’

The first notable among the Krishnanagar players was Nirmal Chatterjee who went on to
achieve national and international success for the Oxford Blue. Baidyanath Dakshi of
Krishnanagar played football for the 1905 Trades Cup winners Mohun Bagan. Ganandranath
Chatterjee in 1907-08 and Kali Bhattacharya in 1908-09 played for Shobhabazar, one of the
strongest clubs in Kolkata in the first decade of the 20th century. At the same time Lalit
Banerjee, Kala Vairagya etc. did not play in any big club of Calcutta but left their signature of
football talent in Krishnanagar. In the second decade of the 20th century, Rupchand Dafadar's
fame in football went beyond Krishnanagar and excited the entire Bengal. In 1919 Rupchand
Dafadar joined Arians Club and later he joined Mohun Bagan and played football with great
reputation for a long time before returning to Arians Club. The talented center-forward's lone
goal saw the Arians win against Dalhousie club to avoid relegation to the second division.
However, he was fatally injured in the said match which ended his playing career at the Kolkata
ground forever. Notable players of the second decade included Mather Bax in and Dhira Mitra
and they played for Arians in 1916 and 1920. Apart from this, other players of this decade who
showed their talent in football even though they did not play in Kolkata are Sudhin Mooli, Jewel
Biswas, Satya Banerjee, Basant Chowdhury etc. In the third decade of the 20th century, many
talented football players from Krishnanagar used to play regularly on the Kolkata grounds, and
8-9 of the 11 players who played for Arians Club at some point during this decade were
Krishnanagar footballers. Among those who played for Arians are Gangesh Das, Surprasad
Chatterjee, Nagin Ghosh, Robin Gupta, Sukhda Chatterjee, Foni Bagchi, Gyan Sanyal, Ashwini
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Maitra, Balaidas Chatterjee, Jamini Sanyal etc.”® Gyanotosh Chatterjee, Rabin Ghosh (1927 -32)
played at East Bengal Club, Nani Chatterjee (1928-35) played at Bhavanipur Club, and
Pranaykrishna Biswas (1928-32), Kashi Majumdar (1928-35) played at George Telegraph.”’ The
most famous footballer in the fourth decade was Satyendranath Gui. Satyendranath Gui played
for Bhavanipur Club in Calcutta from 1927-33, Mohun Bagan Club from 1934-42 and an
intervening year for Bhavanipur Club in 1938 and also captained both Mohun Bagan Club and
Bhavanipur Club. He toured Sinhala in 1932 as a player for the Indian football team and was
selected in the Indian team to tour South Africa in 1936 but did not accompany the team. He was
part of the Indian team in international matches in 1939 and 1940, and also captained the Indian
Hindu team in 1940.>° Dwijen Sanyal played football for the Mohun Bagan club in 1945. Among
the football players who rose to fame in the fifties were Dharma Majumder, Hridoy Das, Bhupen
Das, Moni Das, Shanti Ghosh, Pramatha Bose and all of them played for the Albert Club in
Kolkata. Suranjan Biswas and Chadu Sengupta played football at the George Telegraph. Nishit
Biswas, Montu Mooli, Tushar Chowdhury, Sujoy Sarbadhikari, Sachin Biswas, Pranab Sarkar,
Buddhadev Sarkar, Sona Biswas, Malay Mitra, Sachin Singh, Prabodh Biswas etc. are notable
among those who were leaders of football in the 1960s.?!

The Crawford Shield is probably the oldest football tournament in Krishnanagar, which
was held regularly till 1928, originating from a shield donated by Crawford Saheb of Nilkuthi.
The competition was mainly contested by school and college football teams. The Jadunath Rai
Bahadur Cup started in 1928 under the management of former Krishnanagar College professor
Bhavesh Chandra Banerjee, where teams from various colleges from Kolkata and Hooghly used
to come to play football. The football tournament Prabhas Shield managed by Ishan Chandra
Dakshi gained special popularity in Bengal as many famous teams from outside of Nadia district
came to play in this tournament. The first year of this shield was played at the Krishnanagar
Government College ground, where the final was played between Krishnanagar Town Club and
Presidency College, with Krishnanagar Town Club eventually emerging victorious. After this,
apart from 1934, until 1958, this Shield was played at Krishnanagar Town Club ground. The
league system in Krishnanagar was started by Balai Chandra Chatterjee, who introduced a
football league called the Town League. Under the able leadership of Rupchand Daphadar, this
league has continued to play since 1930. The rules and regulations of this league are gradually
framed with the approval of the governing body of the league, in this case the principals of
Krishnanagar Government College especially J. M. Sen's contribution is particularly noteworthy.
Under J. M. Sen's leadership, the Football League was gradually organized, and three divisions
were created in football. Since 1957, district leagues have been started by making arrangements
for gradual downgrading and development. In the same year, the Krishnanagar Sports
Association organized a youth-football competition called the Boys League, which ran for four

years.*
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With the encouragement and initiative of Egerton Smith, the principal of Krishnanagar
Government College, cricket was started in the college from 1924 and Beel Sahib, the former
principal of C.M.S School, arranged regular cricket education in his school. The Nadia Sporting
Association, consisting of Krishnanagar players, participated in the Cooch Behar Cup in 1939
and was defeated by the Sporting Union by 5 wickets. Although the game of cricket was played
in this way, there was no regular cricket competition organized in Krishnanagar until 1950.
During this period only Krishnanagar Government College, Krishnanagar Collegiate School,
Amar Bharati Sangh and Sri Ramakrishna Library played cricket. The Krishnanagar Cricket
Association was formed in 1950, under the leadership of Ganesh Chandra Bhattacharya, he was
the president of the organization and the general secretaries were Debprasad Chakraborty and
Prabodh Chandra Biswas. The Krishnanagar Cricket League was played from 1950-51 to 1953-
54 under the management of this organization. The participating teams in this league were -
Ganesh Babu's Krishnanagar Cricket Club, Krishnanagar College, Amar Bharati Sangh, Heroes
Club and Sri Ramakrishna Library. Ganesh Chandra Bhattacharya was the creator of the new age
of cricket, in Nadia. It was on his initiative that teams from Calcutta were invited to
Krishnanagar to play friendly cricket matches, and on his initiative Nadia district participated in
the first inter-district cricket competition in 1952. Famous cricketer Nirmal Chatterjee
represented Nadia in this game and in 1958 under the leadership of Amiya Das, Nadia became
the Inter-District Cricket Champion. During this phase, those who gained fame in cricket in
Krishnanagar were Roopchand Dafadar, Biren Pal Chowdhury, Dhiren Pal Chowdhury, Avani
Roy, Ajit Dafadar, Chitta Sengupta, Nirad Biswas, Sur Prasad Chatterjee etc.”

Krishnanagar

Since 1930, the hockey league has started in Krishnanagar and the participating teams in this
league are - two teams from Krishnanagar Government College, C.M.S School and Krishnanagar
Collegiate School, Town Club and Police team. In 1934, Century Club of Krishnanagar
participated in the Betton Cup in Calcutta and lost 2-1 to Sportting Union. Biswajit Banerjee rose
to prominence in hockey at Krishnanagar in 1947-48 and captained the East Bengal club hockey
team. Kala Ghosh, Nirod Bose, Nihar Biswas, Karthik Ghosh, Dr. Shishir Sengupta, Biren
Palchoudhury, Ranen Mitra, Pramatha Bose, Kali Roy, Shanti Ghosh, Nisith Biswas, Swapan
Ghosh etc. gained a special reputation in the game of hockey during this period. In 1950, the first
Hockey Association was formed in Krishnanagar under the initiative of Amar Bharati Sangh,
whose first president, editor and co-editor were Dr. Surprasad Chattopadhyay, Debprasad
Chakraborty, Govind Prasad Dutta respectively. From this time the regular Hockey League of
Krishnanagar started with the participation of Nadia Police, Hero Club, Krishnanagar College,
Town Club, Amar Bharti Sangh, Ananta Hari Smriti Sangh teams. Notable hockey players of the
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1950s-60s include former Jadavpur University captain Shyama Dakshi, Tushar Chowdhury,
Sujoy Sarbadhikari, Kaligopal Pal, Amal Thakur and Nishit Biswas among others.*

Organized volleyball in Krishnanagar began in 1950 with the initiative of the
Krishnanagar Volleyball Association, the association was chaired by Pachu Gopal Roy, sports
teacher of Debnath School, vice-president was Professor Santosh Roy, editor was Debprasad
Chakraborty and co-editor was Satyen Ganguly. In 1950, when the first inter-district volleyball
competition was started at Wellington Square in Kolkata, a team organized by the Krishnanagar
Volleyball Association represented Nadia district, whose players included Sachin Mukherjee
(captain), Atul Modak, Prabhas Gui, Kamal Guha, Sunil Chakraborty and Amar Sanyal. The
Khitish Chandra Smriti Knock Out Volleyball Tournament started in 1952, with teams from
Calcutta and other places participating besides teams from Nadia, bearing a shield donated by
Dhiren Halder. The president of this competition committee was the principal of Krishnanagar
College and the secretary was Debprasad Chakraborty. The runner-up cup of the competition was
presented by Banaranjan Halder in the memory of his departed father Prafulla Kumar Halder, a
famous advocate of Krishnanagar. This competition was held regularly till 1963.%

Many residents of Krishnanagar also gained fame in athletics. Rupchand Dafadar holds
records in Bengal in long jump. Besides this, Phanibhushan Gooney (1917-18), Nalini Sanyal
(1921-22), Uma Banerjee (1924-25), Kala Ghosh (1924), Satyen Gooney, Hridoy Das, Sur
Prasad Chatterjee, Navakumar Ghosh in the Sprint, Sachin Mukherjee in the High jump, Samar
Mukherjee (Bengal record holder) in the Pole Vault, Ganranjan Biswas, Subhash Biswas and
Vikas Biswas in the Javelin throw show their skill. Shikashyama Roychowdhury, a girl from
Krishnanagar, won first place in the Nikhil Bharat Athletic Competition in 1964.%

Although regular tennis matches were once held at the Krishnanagar Public Library
grounds, Krishnanagar College, Krishnanagar Collegiate School and Krishnanagar Club tennis
courts, the game did not gain much popularity and no famous players emerged in the game.’’

Shantipur

Western sports became prevalent in Shantipur from the early 20th century and National Club,
Sutragarh Sporting Club, Shantipur Mohammedan Sporting Club, Washington Club, G.A.I Club
and Association Club etc. were formed. Football was the most popular game in these clubs. Bona
Brahmachari, Satya Mukherjee, Lakshmi Chatterjee etc. were notable players at that time, many
of whom played football for many reputed clubs in Kolkata. Notable football players of the
1950s are Prabhas Roy, Kashinath Goswami, Kalachand Roy, Ranjit Goswami, Ramrati Labhiri,
Santosh Ganguly, Ajit Nandi, Sunil Pramanik, Vasant Pramanik, Sachin Pramanik, Arunesh
Bhavani etc. During this time local sports were managed by the Shantipur Spotting Association.
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Khagendranath Karmakar was the director in 1950-51 and Harin Munsi became the secretary in
1952 of this association. A total of 36 teams participated in the three divisions of football at this
time. All the clubs which showed special achievements in this football competition are Sabuj
Sangh, Sutragarh Sporting Club, Spotting Union, National Club and G.A.I etc.*®

In the 1940s and 1950s, hockey, cricket and volleyball leagues started playing in
Shantipur. This time, the Sabuj Sangh Club of Shantipur won the honor of being the joint winner
of the district in the Nadia District Hockey Competition. In volleyball, Mahavir Mukherjee of
Shantipur participated in the inter-district volleyball league during this time.” Athletics also
expanded in Shantipur during this time. Shishir Chatterjee, Govind Chatterjee, Sunil Chatterjee,
Prabhas Roy, Mukul Dasgupta, Sunil Biswas, Neelima Majumdar, Anjali Sen, Swadesh Dhar and
others from Shantipur showed special skills in athletics. In particular Swadesh Dhar broke the
record by securing first place in the hopstep and jump in the state athletic championship
competition and later he participated for West Bengal in the National Olympics held at Jabalpur
and secured second place in long jump in the junior group.*® Training camps of football were
also arranged at Shantipur under the supervision of eminent instructors like Langcha Mitra,
Viswanath Sarkar.*!

Ranaghat

In the 20th century, Western sports were introduced in Ranaghat, especially the standard of
football was very high. In the 1940s, Ajit Nandi of Ranaghat gained fame across India in the
game of football. Indeed, the Nandi Brothers of Ranaghat set a unique precedent in football
history. The elder brother Ajit Nandy was selected for the Indian football team and toured
Australia in 1938, the second brother Anil Nandy played for the Indian football team in the 1948
Olympics, the third brother Nikhil Nandy represented the bronze-winning Indian football team in
the 1956 Olympics held in Melbourne, the fourth brother Sunil Nandy played for the Bengal
football team. The unique example of these brothers, known as Nandi Brothers in the world of
football in Nadia district, is a rare and glorious example in the whole of Bengal and even in
India, of which there is no second example. Nikhil Nandy was a player in the Nadia football
team that won the inter-district competition in 1952 and later represented Nadia several times in
football. Also, Nikhil Nandy studied football coaching at Brazil. After that he returned home and
started the first modern coaching center of the district in Krishnanagar. Avni Basu of Ranaghat
was a famous goalkeeper of Nadia in the 1960s, who played football with a reputation for
Mohun Bagan Club and East Bengal Club. Avni Basu has also represented Bengal on the football
team and has also captained the East Bengal Club and the Nadia district football team. Mithun
Sarkar of Ranaghat gained fame as a goalkeeper for the Indian Navy team and Sudhanshu Palit
(Thakur) gained special fame in the district as a goalkeeper. Krishna Mitra played regular
football for Mohun Bagan Club and East Bengal Club in Kolkata. Sudhir Roy, a resident of the
city, played football for a few years at Arians club. Kamal Chatterjee captained Nadia in football
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and cricket and also represented Nadia in volleyball. He later earned a doctorate degree in
physical education and was appointed as a sports teacher at Baharampur College. Several
residents of Ranaghat city also showed their talents in athletics, among whom the most notable
ones are Bila Pramanick in long-distance running, and Vishwanath Pal in short-distance running.
Besides this, as a female athlete, Chandana Biswas of the city has shown special achievements at
the all-India level.*

Other Areas

Although the expansion of western sports in the initial phase was mainly concentrated in the
major cities of the district, other regions of the district also showed some progress during this
phase, and some talented players emerged from all these regions. Shyamal Basu, a resident of
Payradanga near Ranaghat, was a goalkeeper for the Indian Navy team in the 1960s and has also
represented the Bengal football team. Ranjit Mukherjee, a native of Nabadwip, played football in
Calcutta's first division for a long time and also captained the Nadia district football team.*’
Debashish Mondal, a resident of Bethuadhari, represented India in the gymnastics category at the
Tokyo Olympics in 1964, possibly the first and only Bengali athlete to participate in the
gymnastics category at the Olympics.**

Conclusion

Thus, in the early stages, western sports in Nadia district were urban-centric, with specialization
confined to towns like Ranaghat, Krishnanagar and Shantipur. Apart from these towns, there was
some progress in sports in other parts of the district, but it was not universal or widespread.
Football was the most popular of the western sports in the early stages and several clubs were
formed mainly around this game. Apart from football, among the western sports, cricket, hockey,
volleyball, tennis and athletics also spread and became popular in the district. But the sport of
tennis was mainly confined to Krishnanagar and later the sport disappeared completely from the
district. The game of hockey was very popular in the district in the early stages and several
competitions were held around the game, but the game gradually lost its popularity. Gradually
football and cricket became the two main popular sports in the district. Athletic sports also
gained increasing popularity in the district and later many talented players of the district showed
their talent in this sport.
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