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Abstract:Laxman Satpathy emerged as a prominent leader in the forefront of the Sonepur
Prajamandal movement. Born and raised in the rural village of Kalapathar in Birmaharajpur
tehsil, Subarnapur district, he devoted his life to a tireless fight against the oppressive rule of
the Sonepur king. His unwavering dedication has etched a lasting impression in the collective
memory of the people. This paper aims to underscore the significant contribution of Laxman
Satpathy in the Prajamandal movement of Sonepur, Odisha.
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Introduction

Odisha, known in ancient times variously as Kalinga, Utkala, Odra, South Kosal, spreads over
a vast geographical area from the Ganges in the north to the Godavari and even sometimes up
to the Krishna River in the south. (Mahapatra, 2014).Western Odisha is a territory in western
part of Odisha, India, extending from the Kalahandi district in the south to the Sundergarh
district in the northwest. It is a vast geographical area, exhibiting a great degree of cultural
uniformity in terms of demography and life-style (Mishra and Kanungo, 1992). Presently
Western Odisha consists of the ten districts of Odisha and Athmallick subdivision of Angul
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district. Those ten districts are Bargarh, Bolangir, Baud, Jharsuguda, Kalahandi, Nuapada,
Sambalpur, Deogarh, Sonepur and Sundargarh. It covers an area of 51300 sq. kilometres, which
is 1/3rd of the area of Odisha (155707sq.kms.) (Panigrahi, 1993).

Among ten district of western Odisha, Subarnapur is one of them. Since prehistoric
times as an ancient place of human habitation, Subarnapur has figured on the political and
cultural map of Odisha. The discovery of a large number of stone tools, rock art of Puja Dunguri
near Rampur Tehsil and punch marked coins is a testimony to primitive human settlements in
this region since the 3rd century B.C. Subarnapur occupied a place of prime importance under
various royal families like the Bhanjas, the Somavamsis, the Telugu Chodas, the Kalachuris,
the Gangas and the Chauhans. It was declared a feudatory state by the British in 1867. With
the division of Bengal in 1905 it came under the jurisdiction of Lt. Governor of Bengal. This
feudatory state merged with Odisha province on 1% January, 1948 and became a sub-division
under Bolangir district. Subsequently, it was made a separate district i.e. 1st April 1993 (Datt,
2016).

In 1803, with the occupation of Orissa by the British, the Maratha rule in Orissa came
to an end. At the time of British rule, the princes of the native states committed barbaric
atrocities on their subjects. The princely or native states enjoyed sovereign power. Exploitation
and repression became a characteristic feature of all native states. The kings of native states
became oppressive. The Praja or subject were exploited through several means of taxation like
Rasad, Magan, Bethi, Bheti and Begari. These unbearable exploitation, germinate the seed of
prajamandal movement in the mind of Praja.

During 1937-38 the Prajamandal moment gained momentum in different princely state
of Odisha such as Nilgiri, Talcher, Dhenkanal, Pallahara, Rampur, Gangpur, Subarnapur etc.
against the autocratic rule of the British supported feudatory rulers (Nayak, 2013).

Source: - https://cmsadmin.amritmahotsav.nic.in
In Sonepur Prajamandal Movement, Laxman Satpathy was a pioneer leader. He was born on
15 June 1916 in a poor Brahmin family of Kalapathar village near Ulunda block of Sonepur
district. His father and mother Somanath Satpathy and Malti Devi had to struggle financially
by which Laxman Satpathy had to pass through many hardships in his childhood. He was
deprived of proper education.

Before 1948, Sonepur was a princely state whose ruler Sudhansu Sekhar Sing Deo was
very atrocious. His atrocity had terrorized the entire population of his state. He was the epitome
of justice so that passed various act according to his own will. In the name of welfare works,
he expenditure a huge amount of money. Though in the village level, the Gountia (village
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headman) and jamindar were head of the village but they were under the king and obeyed his
all rules and regulation. The both king and head of the village exploited the subject in different
ways (Satpathy, 2007).The people of Sonepur were forced to pay revenue in the shape of Bethi
(to work without wage), Begari (to carry the luggage of the Raja or his office without
payments), Magan (Forcible payment of gift in weddings and other functions in the palace),
Rasad (to supply free ration to the camps of the Raja or his officials), and Bheti (to offer a gift
when the king gave audience) (Nayak and Prusty, 2021).With the condition of flood, famine,
and epidemic, the poor peasants were crushed under these intolerable taxes and extractions.

The village of Kalapathar near Ulunda block of Sonepur district was the first village to
be inflamed by the nationalistic ideas. In this village, Laxman Satpathy was born. This village
was the biggest Gountia village and main centre of exploitation by the ruler. The people were
exploited through various means by Gountia rule. When Laxman Satpathy was studying in his
village primary school, he was influenced by the freedom fighters of other states and regions
in Odisha who came to Sonepur to awaken the people by organizing meetings. He was also
inspired by the call of Mahatma Gandhi during freedom movement. So being influenced by
them Laxman Satpathy along with his elder brother Ramchandra Satpathy and other activist
raised their voice against the ruler. They went from village to village to educate the people
about the king’s misrule. Every day, the Samaj newspaper came into the office of Gountia
Kunjabihari Mahakur. Though some people read the newspaper in the office but maximum
people were heard the news thorough them in the village and discussed on various topic. At
that time, the Prajamandal movement was started in Nilgiri against the exploitation by the ruler.
So some leader of Kalapathar like Laxman Satpathy, Judhisthir Mahakur, Rama Chandra
Satpathy, Meghu Karna, Mahajana Jagdala, Iswar Sahu etc. discussed confidentially on
Prajamandal movement. From the newspaper, it was known that an inquiry committee of
Garjata state was formed to know about the condition of Garjata State. Its president was Sri
Balbant Rao Mehta and Secretary Sri Sarangadhar Das. So Laxman Satpathy and other leaders
of Kalapathar village decided to present the condition of Sonepur with proper document before
the committee. So they collected information from the people by visiting village to village. By
listening this news, the king of Sonepur made repressive measure. By his order, in each village
a guest register was kept to know about the people, who came from which village, reason of
coming and date of returning etc. The police officer checked the register and informed the king.
The Gountia also never escaped from the tyranny of the king (Satpathy, 2007). Under such
restriction also, the activist confidentially sent all the collected document to the committee
through Gouri Sankar Rayaguru who was dismissed from the state by the King.

In the mean time when the king knew the confidential activities of the Laxman Satpathy
and his elder brother Ram Chandra Satpathy, he ordered for arrest. But they were managed to
escape from their state to Brahman Turum village in Sambalpur district where the village
headman Dolamani Dash provided shelter. But many suspected revolutionaries were arrested.
Other activists such as Mohan Mishra of Kalapathar, Chaturbhuja Mishra of Sukha village,
Bhimsen Bhoi and Pitambar Bhoi of Ainlamunda village also reached there. To continue the
prajamandal movement, with the advice of Dolamani Dash, the Sonepur Prajamandal
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Committee was formed temporarily on 6" October 1938 consisting of Dolamani Dash as co-
ordinator, Laxman Satpathy as president, Bhimsen Bhoi as treasurers and Rama Chandra
Satpathy, Mohan Mishra, Pitambar Bhoi, Makardhwaj Purohit, Umakanta Padhi and
Pranabandhu Das became its member. The residence of Dolamani Das, became the office of
the Prajamandal committee. Later on the concrete Prajamandal committee was formed in 12t
December 1938. On that day, the first meeting of the committee was held at 3 p.m. where the
exploitation of the king was discussed openly. With the proposal of the committee, Bhimsen
Bhoi became its president, Sri Chaturbhuja Mishra and Ramchandra Satpathy joint editor, Sri
Dolamani Dash as treasurer and coordinator, Sri Laxman Satpathy, Mohan Mishra and
Pitambar Bhoi became its member. Under the committee, a charter of demand such as abolition
of Bethi, Begari, Magan, Rasad and Bheti, giving right to the people, to rule according to act
etc. was prepared. After preparing a charter of demand, Laxman Satpathy along with Mohan
Mishra and Pitambar Bhoi marched to Sonepur on 22 March 1939 to present it to the king. But
on the way, they were arrested by police under the Sonepur state special criminal act in Binika
village. To suppress the political moment in Sonepur, the court passed the Sonepur state special
criminal act- 1939 (Satpathy, 2007). But later on, they were released on instruction of
Biswanath Das, the then prime minister of Odisha.

After their release, both Laxman and Ram Chandra Satpathy along with seven other
activist of Sonepur launched underground activities by hiding themselves in the forests areas
of Athamallik, Rairakhol and Sonepur. They were well assisted and provided support by the
Gounthias of Binika village and other villagers in these areas who provided food to them. The
movement took a severe turn in August 1942 during the Quit India Movement when the king
of Sonepur declared Prajamandal illegal and Laxman Satpathy along with others activist such
as Chaturbhuja Mishra, Dasarathi Prasad Ratha, Ramachandra Satpathy, Mohan Mishra,
Satyananda Hota, Nandalal Sethy, Dhanabanta Mallick and Damodar Ratha were arrested
under the Defence of India act 1939. They were kept at Dilbiharpur Bungalow which is situated
in the north western corner of Sonepur town and located on the river bank of the Mahanadi.
They suffered a lot there. After their release in 1944, Laxman Satpathy along with others
activist continued their activities. Hereafter they won support to such an extent that on 11
November 1946 nearly forty thousand people attended a Prajamandal meeting in Binika village
where frontline leaders of Odisha such as Sarangadhar Das, Malati Devi and Surendra Nath
Dwivedy, Rabi Ray and Biswanath Pandit addressed to the people. This was a morale booster
for the Sonepur Prajamandal leaders and the people of the state. Finally in January 1948,
Sonepur was merged with Odisha. Till his last days Laxman Satpathy was involved with the
people in many ways. He passed away on 3 October 2001 in Kalapathar village. (Amrit
Mohatsav, 2021).

Conclusion
The great heroes of the freedom struggle have started to disappear one by one, some of them
recognized, and some never discovered. The life of Laxman Satpathy closed on 3 October 2001
in his village Kalapathar. Sonepur lost an eminent son for her soil, a multi -faceted personality.
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His contribution to the Prajamandal Movement is yet to be remembered. He was a freedom
fighter and social worker, an epitome of courage, sacrifice, and a man of spiritual taste, who
preached and practiced the principle of simple living and high thinking. He was a rare
personality, the son of the Sonepur state, and the son of Odisha.
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