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Abstract:The Jalpaiguri District is one of the important/Substantial area among the other district of
North Bengal in respect of its tribal density. The ancient local inhabitants of this area are recognized
as the “Tribes”. As the phase of pre-colonial period, they are habituated or engage themselves with the
agricultural-based ethnic life. In such type of living-style the female members of this particular
community are confined themselves with the household activities and nurturing their children. They are
far behind or completely detach from the drum beat progressive education. No such fundamental
change has been observed in colonial period also. But at the era of post-colonial period or the in the
post-independence period to mentioned period, various types of progressive initiative by the central
and also different state government and as well as such types of positive and developmental projects
helped this women section of this defined community to make a prominent relationship with education
and educational system as well. This factor works like a positive catalyst to enhance their overall
development and brings a fruitful change in their day-to-day life. This enhancement of educational
scope undoubtedly empowered the women category of Schedule Tribe community.
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Introduction

An analysis of the geographical background shows that North Bengal is the link between
North- East India and the Aryan circuit. For this reason, geologists say that North Bengal is the
gateway North-East India. Being in the center of this geographical location, different types of
people have come from different parts of the Indian sub-continental since the beginning of the
history of its birth. Except for the Punjab region of India, the arrival of foreigners like North-
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Bengal has not occurred in any other region. The alien came here and eventually became locals.
Since Independence, specially after 1950 North Bengal means the composition of six districts
like Malda, Darjeeling, Cooch Behar, North and South Dinajpur, and Jalpaiguri. My focal
theme is upon tribal life of Jalpaiguri. The Jalpaiguri district is formed on 1% January, 1869, by
separating it mainly from Rangpur. “In fact, climatically, it was a land of the dreaded black-
water fever, Malaria, and many other typical indigenous diseases. It is for this reason this land
was called by the people of outside Jalpaiguri as Bratya Janapada or fallen habitation land.”"

The geographical features, population, linguistic character of Jalpaiguri district isall
significant and contradictory to each other and although the formation of this district is difficult,
the British government has taken initiative. It is important to note that after the second Anglo-
Bhutan war of 1864-1865, the British gradually formed western doors district with the
territorials occupied by Bhutan. The headquarters of this newly formed region was at
Maynaguri. The existence of this district was maintained for four years. On Jan Ist 1869, the
British government abolished the Western Dooars district and created Jalpaiguri district was
associated with some parts of Rangpur district. “With the passage of time, the Bratya Janapada
of the yesteryears become the ‘capital’ of the tea-planters, the highest tobacco producing
district of India and also the most lucrative Centre of forest wealth”.2 This is how to Jalpaiguri
district is created, judging by the geographical volume, it can be seen that much of the newly
formed Jalpaiguri district was composed of this dooars region. Bhutan-phobia is another
characteristic regarding formation of Jalpaiguri district. The British government did not believe
in this Bhutan. As a result, British government formed their province or districts mainly due to
their administrative and commercial need.“Froma feudal and theocentric society, it entire in to
an imperial system which subjected to various changes”.’

From immemorial time people who are settlers are known as Adivasis or tribals.
Particularly in North Bengal, districts like Jalpaiguri and Koch-Behar are the prime areas where
most tribal population resides and they unlike the South Bengal tribals belong to Mongoloid
population. Around the global perspective the tribal history exhibits a constant picture of
subjugation of the tribals by the migrant white settlers. As a result, not only tribal habitats but
also their cultures, religions came under transformations. So, the people of tribal community
are found living in the district since the time immemorial. Among the Tribals of Jalpaiguri
district the noted Tribals are, Rava, Mech, Garo, Chakma, Santhal, Oraon, Munda, Malpahari,
Kherua etc. But the most primitive tribes of this district are Rava, Mech, Toto, Rajbanshis,
Limbu etc. However, before going to discuss the detailed features of tribal life, it is important
to classifyin to two group and they are as follows: -1) Indigenous or Local Tribes and 2)
Immigrated Tribes.

Now we will come to our focal point and that is the development of education of tribal
women in Jalpaiguri district. Education is the process by which total transformation of human
being can take place or we can say it is way to transform one infant to total part of human
society. It is a key way to judge human development. Education is the main weapon to re-
structure or re-build process of forming new open-minded society and the social development
and growth thus achieve its highest length through the gradual expansion of light of education.
And that is why in the constitution of India in its milieu no 14 covers or declares thus that from
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1-14 years old child to aged people of the country will get free and compulsorily enforced
education on behalf of the govt. Education is the honest and basic right of all the people for all
the civilized country and it should be enforced by the state compulsorily to make an
arrangement for the free-educational system for educationally deprived person of the country.

The Scheduled Tribes of Jalpaiguri district are also known as a “Adivasis”. Another
meaning of Adivasi is original inhabitant of that place. They are not only socially but also
economically backward community. “It is well known fact that literacy among the scheduled
Tribes of west Bengal is extremely poor”.* As I said earlier that those mentioned community
from very earlier period habituated with agriculturally based ethnic life. In those lifestyle
women section of those tribal community are mainly confined or forced to confine themselves
within the four wall of house and also nurturing their children but they remain far away from
educational field. “Arthonaitik samosya sobhabotoi prodhan samosya. Hoi arthnoitik karone
vidayalayate jogdan sambhob hoi na, natuba alpo boisi chele meyera grame bibhinyo kaaj kore
uparjon kore.”” (Financial problem is the main problem. Either forthe lack of money they are
not able to continue the school-based education or the young agedboys and girls have been
earning through different kind of activities in the village area).

The below mentioned factors are the main hindrances which the tribals have to face in
this path of achievement of education. There are some reasons of the underdevelopment of the
education among tribals of Jalpaiguri. “There are historical, economic, social, cultural,
infrastructural and psychological reason responsible for the low achievement of the tribes in
the field of education.” They are four types — 1. Geographical, 2. Social, 3. Economical, 4.
Educational and 5. Mental problem. The tribals mainly live in the areas which are remote and
far away from educational facilities and it is the main cause of hindrance of educational growth.
Economic problem is the chief reason and growth of education can be obstructed in two ways-
1) the students leave schools early due to economic problems or tender aged pupils to works in
many places for the reason of their livelihood. 2) For caring the children at home, the tribal
women often stay at home, as these are as prohibition of women-based labour work culture.
For this reason, men can go out of their houses for earning their livelihood. “The family support
system for the education of the tribal children is too weak, the parents are not adequately
educated to be able to help their children at studies.”’

The progress of education in Jalpaiguri district during colonial period was not
satisfactory one or encouraging one. In the colonial period through hands of missionaries the
education spreads its branches to every place of Bengal. But it does notensure the proper and
overall development of the tribals.

After the independence Indian government realized that it is very important to educate
the rural Indian public. For that reason, many activities have taken for the rural area
development does not only mean the increase of per capita income or technical security for
everyone rather it has wide meant which ensure a program including all the people of different
area of the society.

The main agenda of the govt. was to spread the good effect of all projects to every
corner of India. But after a close enquiry of the research personally the benefits are condensed
into the glass of upper classes. So many tribal communities are not able to take the benefit of
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that projects. After that govt. took some special projects only for such under developed tribal
communities.

Census 1961
Total Population

Persons Male Female
Total 19.22 27.07 10.01
Rural 16.20 24.01 7.12
Urban 49.31 55.86 40.78

Scheduled Tribe

Persons Male Female
Total 7.47 11.09 3.51
Rural 7.45 11.10 3.18
Urban 10.58 10.68 10.29

Source, Census-1961

Census-1971
Schedule tribe female educational level

All tribes Literate without educational Primary or Junior basic
level.

Mahali 02 03
Mal-Pahari 04 07
Mech 03 06
Oraon 01 03
Munda 16 12
Santhal 02 06

Source, Census-1971

So, from the above census data it is quite clear that the female category of Scheduled
tribe community slowly realized the need of education and slowly but steadily. Although the
data shows that progress is not quite enough, but we must say that this picture is progressive in
compare with the pre-colonial phase. The junior basic space really shows the picture of
changing scenario schedule tribe female category. It is largely we can say because of central
and state government initiative.

In 1986, the Prime Minister created new educational policy keeping in mind the
condition of the Schedule tribes. The new policy of education paid focus on the following
agendas —

1) Establishing of Primary schools for ST.

2) Selling up of Anganwaris in ST domination areas.
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3) Establishing of Residential schools in tribe areas.

The pro creation of feeder school to spread it education in the primary level, the
feederschools had been formed, it ranged from standard (I) to (V) class. They are
mainlyrecognized to feed Lava’s model residential school.

E. Models Residential school: the Eekalabya School spread education among the ST’s
in the middle and higher level. Reservation in the sector of Central or State govts. Jobs and
reservation in educational system were also created.

The post Matric Scholarship formulated form 1944-45. Their motive was to spread
higher education through economical grants besides this Rajiv Gandhi fellowship project has
helpedthe ST’s in getting more facilities vocational training and book grants.“Samogrik bhabe
Adivasi samaje sikkhar haronanyo samprodayer prai 36% er tulonai Adivasi sikhar har moteb
7%.” (In respect of other communities the educational status of tribal community is 7%whereas
the other community’s hold 36%).8

“When 33.20% of the total population of West Bengal is literate as per 1971 census,
the said percentages for the tribal’s as a whole of the state stands at 8.92%.””

District wise distribution of Tribal Female education of North Bengal

Disrict Category Female
Darjeeling Rural 252990
Urban 173878
Jalpaiguri Rural 536470
Urban 191038
Cooch Behar Rural 491457
Urban 79312
Uttar Dinajpur Rural 248968
Urban 90549
Dakshin Dinajpur Rural 264439
Urban 67744
Maldah Rural 454824
Urban 76110

Source: Census of India, 2001, Primary Census Abstract, West Bengal

This data not only shows the progress of tribal female education in North Bengal but also this
picture presents the progress of Jalpaiguri is the highest among all other district of North
Bengal.

Now we can focus on the graph of development of education the tribes in the district of
Jalpaiguri by conducting some sample survey.

Malbazar, an area under the district of Jalpaiguri is largely or highly populated with
theTribals. The ST. Bartholomew School of this area had been established mainly for the Tribal
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based students. Besides the Pushpika Girls School has been established for the Tribals
girls.Apart from these, in the Schools like Mal Adarsha Vidyalaya, Subhasini Girls’ High
School, Parimal Mitra Smriti Mahavidyalaya, the presences of the tribal students are high
inproportion. Along with this Government reservation is observed in normal course. The
picture of Malbazar shows existence and extension of tribal female education there.

Jaigaon, is another town under the district of Jalpaiguri, is infested with the Tribal
population. The prominent Schools of this area are as follows: -

1. ST. Anthony Convent School,

2. S.H.M.D. School,

3. Jaigaon College

All above mentioned schools and college are infested with huge number of Tribal
students. This displays the growing tendency of educational mindset of the tribal people of this
area.Those schools and college are mostly tribal dominated and ratio of boys and girl students
are equally increasing.

Birpara is another Tribal belt area of Jalpaiguri district. The scenarios of Birpara High
School or Birpara College tell us that the Tribals have not been established with the Primary
education and they long for higher education also. They understood the need of Higher
education and it is reflected in their daily life.

In the matter of tribal education, the distance-based learning had played a major role
and the IGNOU played the pivotal role here. We may now know what is IGNOU? The full
name of IGNOU is Indira Gandhi National Open University which is central university. It was
established in the year 1985. It had coined its name from our Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.
The main purpose of the university was to offer distance based andfree education to the Indians.
From 10 plus to MA, IGNOU offers the total education to a learner. The learners could adopt
their choice-based subjects to educate themselves. In the district of Jalpaiguri we could see the
Ist presence of IGNOU centre in the College of Maynaguri. Later in Malbazar, Jaigaon,
Alipurduar had been the centre of IGNOU. In addition to that in, we could see the school-based
branch of in Binnaguri. All these stated places were tribal dominated and most of the student
are from tribal community. So, it also presents the picture that after nurturing their children and
maintaining their family responsibility, they can avail this distance education.

Literacy rate Schedule Tribe female community (2011)

Place Percentage
Rajganj 42.44%
Malbazar 47.15%
Matiali 46.84%
Nagrakata 44.42%
Madarihat 49.03%
Kalchini 52.22%
Kumargram 51.46%
Falakata 18.06%
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Alipurduar -i 16.54%
Alipurduar -ii 13.43%
Jalpaiguri main 20.76%

Source- Census -2011.

This data clearly shows the progress of female literacy rate within the Schedule Tribe
community of Jalpaiguri district.

So, we can finally admit that since pre-colonial period what kind of picture we can trace
regarding progress of female education, which is fully changed in post-colonial period or in the
period of globalization. “Among the communities like Santhal, Munda, Rabha, Garo etc. used
to producer good numbers of educated people”.'° They not only taking education, but also this
educational qualification helped them to avail good occupational opportunities. But the
question is that the progress is enough in compare with the other community? Is their progress
is enough for stabilizing their position in present society? Hope time will tell the story.
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