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Abstract;This research looks into the main reasons behind the continued insurgency in Baluchistan 
Pakistan's largest province according to the area and richest province in natural resources for 
decades Baluchistan has suffered a violent disturbance. The Pakistani state always argues that it is 
the problem of tribal leaders. However, the significant level of support for insurgents and their open 
attacks on government institutions and soldiers inside Baluchistan challenges the government on 
every level and indicates deeper and more complex causes. The current situation in Baluchistan 
suggests that the major reasons that fuel this insurgency are Unstable government policies, economic 
problems including a lack of resources and development state's attempt to capture the natural 
resources of the local tribes, and poor quality of education other reasons behind it are human rights 
abuse and another reason behind this is foreign interference because different countries use your 
vulnerability against your country.  
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Introduction 

Baluchistan is a strategically important province because it is located near the Persian Gulf one of 
the world's most important waterways. This gulf is significant for world trade, especially for the 
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transportation of oil approximately 18.2 million barrels of oil per day oil shipment pass through it. 
The location of Baluchistan makes it an important province for regional and international trade 
routes connecting South Asia, the Middle East, and Central Asia and this strategic location also 
attracts attention from the world superpowers and some other factors that make Baluchistan a vital 
region for economic and strategic developments for example Baluchistan is rich province in minerals 
which plays important role to generate revenue for Pakistan and Chinas Economics Corridor which 
connects Gwadar to Kashgar in western china through an economic Corridor due to this corridor the 
foreign interference is more in Baluchistan. The Iran-Pakistan Gas Pipeline also passes through 
Baluchistan, providing vital energy for the country. (Political Implications of Gwadar Port & Its 
Prospects in Persian Gulf | The Dialogue, n.d.) 
Insurgency started in 1948 the khan of Kalat accepted the merger of Baluchistan with Pakistan and 
his brother Prince Abdul Karim revolted against the merger with Pakistan the One Unit policy of 
Pakistan 1954 further reduced the power of tribal leaders and there was resistance Such as guerrilla 
War led by Nawab Nauroaz khan .in 1960s separatist movements emerged and continued into 
conflicts in particular after Prime Minister Bhutto dismissed the government of Baluchistan in 
1973.(Khan, 2014) Tribes began battling the government and in 2006 Nawab Akbar Bugti died in a 
Battle with the army due to Akbar's death the situation was getting even worse. And now the present 
situation in Baluchistan has increased insurgency.  
The main problem with the government policy towards the Baloch people is that it deals with their 
concerns as a security issue rather than addressing their real grievances for years Pakistan civilian 
and military leaders have focused on controlling the region rather than listening to the demands of 
Baloch community if such problems remain unaddressed and changes are not made within their 
strategy the situation of the conflicts will become much worse.  
The purpose of the paper is to analyze the insurgencies causes, the state response, and propose policy 
solutions 

Literature Review 

In “The Baloch Insurgency in Pakistan and the Chinese Connection" the author Shakoor Ahmad 
Wani examines how Chinese investments particularly through the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor have worsened tensions in Baluchistan a region historically marked by conflict. Though 
Baluchistan is Pakistan's most resource-rich province with gas and minerals it remains the most 
underdeveloped. The local population who are mostly ethnic Baloch live in very deplorable 
conditions the area lacks basic facilities such as proper literacy, clean water, and health care 
historically Baloch grievances were rooted in political neglect and economic exploitation by the 
central government, which extracted the province's resources without providing any significant 
benefits to its people. These long-standing issues have fueled Baloch nationalism and insurgency. 
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These tensions are worsened by large-scale Chinese projects like Gwadar Port and the Saindak 
copper-gold mine Even though such projects are advertised as development milestones Baloch 
regards them as instruments of exploitation. These projects bring wealth to the central government 
and foreign investors leaving the local population behind. The influx of non-Baloch workers and 
settlers will make them a minority on their land further diminishing their control over their home 
land. This fear has led to violent resistance from nationalist groups like the Baloch Liberation 
Army(BLA) who view China as complicit in Pakistan's exploitation of Baluchistan. 
In response, the Pakistani government has heavily militarized the region deploying large security 
forces to protect Chinese investment. This militarization has led to widespread human rights abuses 
including enforced disappearances and extrajudicial killings further fueling local resentment. The 
article argues that this approach is counterproductive as it intensifies the insurgency rather than 
resolving underlying issues. It calls for a more inclusive development model where the people of 
Baluchistan are considered equal stakeholders. The Baloch should have greater control over their 
resources and their concerns must be addressed through genuine dialogue and fair distribution of 
economic benefits. 
CPEC can transform Pakistan's economy however its current implementation in Baluchistan risks 
further exacerbating the conflict .it will not be possible to solve local grievances and ensure equal 
development unless the project is implemented in a manner that would make the Baloch less 
alienated.  
in the book “The Baloch Conflict with Iran and Pakistan " Naseer Dashti looks into the longstanding 
struggle of the Baloch for their right to self-rule concentrating on their battle with Pakistan. 
Baluchistan which was a rich province had once been an independent province before 1948 and after 
merging with Pakistan from this point long-lasting and sometimes bloody conflicts ensued as the 
Baloch people refused to be ruled by Pakistan over their territory. 
According to Naseer the policies of the state in Baluchistan repeatedly excluded the Baloch as the 
central issue and Military measures the people against the State who demanded rights and autonomy 
the very first resistance started by Prince Abdul Karim in 1948 against the merger of Pakistan and 
the insurgency in the 1970s and more so with a renewed outbreak of war in early 2000, the policies 
included forced disappearance and military operation that is always used which is always increase 
the insurgency and more people demand for rights it is not the solution to solve the insurgencies in 
Baluchistan. 
One of the major arguments of the book is the economic exploitation of Baluchistan. This province 
is rich in natural resources like gas, coal, chromite, and minerals but the benefits of these resources 
are not for the Baloch people for example Gas is supplied for whole counties but there are only a few 
districts of Baluchistan and even projects CPEC promises economic growth for Pakistan, not 
Baluchistan and it allows the resettlement of non-Baloch populations thus changing the 
demographics of the region. 
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The author also argues that the state uses religion to crush Baloch nationalism the state projects an 
Islamic identity to erode ethnic identities which also includes that of the Baloch. And state also 
cooperated with tribal leaders and launched temporary political parties against the national political 
parties of Baluchistan. 
The book delivers a comprehensive overview of the Baloch conflict in Pakistan looking into current 
and historical dynamics according to Dashti without a just resolution the conflict would continue to 
destabilize the region. which may result in a peaceful and just resolution and only the peaceful steps 
solve the disputes.  

Methodology 

This research adopts a mixed method relying on secondary data from academic publications, and 
news articles. 

The main drivers of the insurgency 

The insurgency has many root causes, such as unstable politics, economic issues, human rights, 
foreign interference, and education. The following issues are the main drivers of the insurgency in 
Baluchistan. 

Political instability 

 Baluchistan has been politically unstable for decades due to several reasons firstly tribal dominance. 
The politics in Baluchistan is dominated by some major powerful people which is supported by the 
state or some powerful tribal leaders and the continuous political interference in Baluchistan also 
increased insurgency which makes the politics unstable in the province and the second reason for 
instability is the failure of the central government to develop Baluchistan the province has been 
ignored by the government .instead of the promotion of development a divide and rule policy has 
been adopted by the government by supporting some specific people or leaders to hold control on 
province and the specific people and leaders misuse their power and common people do not get basic 
services or opportunities for better life eventually this gave rise different nationalist movements in 
the province and thirdly government also using military force instead political solution and the 
government has failed to gain control over the region.  

Economic inequality 
 

 In Pakistan Baluchistan is one of the provinces with deep economic problems limiting development 
and unemployment there are no employment opportunities or jobs available for people which may 
also cause insurgency where there are no jobs available for the young generation the enemy used 
them for a country and secondly hub industrial zone this industrial zone was supposed to boost the 
economy at local level businesses of Karachi own most industries here and they hire people from 
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Sindh they do not hire locals and the main problem which more cause of insurgency is resource 
exploitation through Baluchistan has gas copper and locals not getting much benefit from it .and the 
Saindak project is mainly generating profits for a Chinese company and the federal government and 
Baluchistan gets only 2%.  
 

Education issues 
Baluchistan is suffering from grave issues within the education system due to management and 
resource deficiencies many children cannot attend school according to official statistics around 8 lac 
children are out of school and two thousand schools do not have proper buildings and this is even 
further worsened by the lack of teachers and 12 thousand primary schools have only one teacher and 
every month 300 teachers retire and there’s no plan to hire new and some schools do not have a 
single teacher and unqualified teachers are hired through favoritism and the most interesting fact is 
that approximately 5 thousand ghost teachers people who get paid but don’t teach  and schools also 
lack modern tools for teaching even most schools lack basic facilities such as electricity, clean water, 
and bathrooms .  
 

Foreign intervention 
 China and Pakistan have been strong friends since 1951 when established diplomatic ties and China 
always supports Pakistan in every crisis that is not liked by India military cooperation is one of the 
key aspects of their relationship as it helps counter India’s influence in the region and Pakistan is 
main actor for regional politics in south Asia .china supports Pakistan because it can meet its 
security issues and ensure regional stability thus it also protects Chinese economic and energy 
interests and India is not comfortable with the increasing influence of china in the region especially 
close relations with Pakistan and it perceives CPEC and development of Gwadar port as threats. 
Gwadar is strategically located near important sea routes and Indian leaders including Modi have 
criticized China for its role in Pakistan especially Baluchistan a province where India alleges 
Pakistan of human rights abuses. India claims that RAW is one of the agencies involved in 
Baluchistan to deter Pakistan's support for terror activities in India. In this regard, it emerged when 
Kulbhushan Yadav an Indian citizen was caught in 2016 in Baluchistan for supporting the Baloch 
rebels.  

The insurgencies in Baluchistan 

1948 Revolt 
On the 4th of August 1947, a meeting was held in Delhi with Mountbatten, Jinnah, Nehru, and Khan 
of Kalat where Jinnah favored the demands of Kalat for independence. The agreement was that Kalat 
would remain independent from a single Baluchistan with join of Kharan and Las Bela and on 11th 
August 1947, Kalat and the Muslim league signed a treaty declaring that Kalat was not an Indian 
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state and that its independence would be respected. On 15th August 1947, Kalat declared its 
independence. The Khan of Kalat even formed a parliament and decided to maintain only a friendly 
relationship with Pakistan. However, in April 1948 kalat was annexed by the Pakistan army Jinnah 
sent the army and Khan surrendered merging Kalat with Pakistan this forced merger angered many 
Balochs. And leading insurgency led by Abdul Karim the Khans brothers was 1st Baloch resistance 
movement against Pakistan.  
 

Conflict Against One Unit Scheme 
 

 In 1955 the Pakistani government introduced the One Unit Scheme where Baluchistan was merged 
with West Pakistan to become one large province. Many Baloch felt their identity and rights were 
being taken away because the Scheme reduced the power and representation of Baloch tribal leaders 
in 1958 the tribal leader Nawab Nauroz Khan wanted to launch a counterattack he demanded that the 
government must cancel the One Unit Scheme and also release the jailed khan of Kalat who opposed 
this scheme the government offered Nawab Nauroz Khan that they will remain safe if he surrenders 
peacefully even giving an oath on the holy Quran. But after surrendering the government did not 
keep its promise. Nauroz Khan was sent to prison for life and his son and followers were executed. 
This betrayal hurt the Baloch people deeply and them more mistrustful of the state.  
 

1973-77 Conflict 
 

The conflict took place between Baluchistan and the Central government after a war in Bangladesh 
in 1971 tensions had risen among Baloch leaders and the state as Baloch argued for more control 
over their province. Prime Minister Bhutto dismissed the Baluchistan government in 1973 for 
plotting against the country and instilling direct rule. Such action led to an armed rebellion where 
Baloch fighters used guerrilla tactics against the Pakistan army. The army used harsh tactics 
including targeting the families of insurgents to break their resistance. Thousands of people 
including civilians were killed. Bhutto tried to calm the situation by increasing development funds 
and launching projects in Baluchistan but the efforts to weaken tribal leaders and ban opposition 
parties created more resentment.  
By 1975 insurgency had weakened and many of the fighters surrendered. The conflict finally ended 
in 1977 when Zia-ul-Haq freed Baloch leaders from the prison. However, this violence left deep 
mistrust between the central government and Baluchistan. It further transformed the conflict into a 
political movement for greater autonomy of Baloch as many believed that their identity and rights 
were under threat.  
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Insurgency 2004 
 

 The insurgency started in 2004 under the military rule of General Pervez Musharraf. Different from 
previous uprisings which were led by the Marri and Mengal tribes this was led under the leadership 
of Akbar Bugatti. Bugatti was one of the most important Baloch leaders who had acted as governor 
of the province (1973-74) and Chief Minister of the province (1989-90) He was the strongest 
exponent of Baloch rights he often clashes over issues concerning resource control, political power, 
and general autonomy by the central government. Bugatti was killed during a military operation on 
August 26, 2006, at his mountain hideout in Baluchistan.(Shahid, 00:00:00+05:00) His killing 
marked a turning point in the conflict and his killing gave new momentum to the insurgency 
Bugatti’s death played a crucial role in the ongoing conflict, highlighting long-standing grievances 
about exploitation and marginalization in Baluchistan.  
 

The State Response 
 

Military actions 
 

 Baluchistan faced different waves of insurgencies at different times. Musharraf’s government 
initiated operations against it through the army in 2005.in2006 his government declared the Baloch 
Liberation Army (BLA) as a terrorist organization and froze the bank accounts of members. The 
insurgency further escalated with the killing of the main Baloch leader Akbar Bugatti in 2006 and in 
2007 Balaach Marri who headed BLA was assassinated in Afghanistan and other many leaders of 
the ethno-nationalist forces fled the country including Brahumdagh Bugatti one of the most 
prominent leaders who left for Afghanistan and then Switzerland. Some of the leaders also 
surrendered to the government and in 2010 the PPP government banned several militant groups and 
froze their assets. Security forces gained much ground, especially in Awaran which had been under 
the control of the Baloch Liberation Front(BLF)and its leaders fled to Iran in 2011 the strategy of 
forces targeted the mid-level leadership of both ethno-nationalist and religious militant groups.  
With time Baloch militant groups started to merge and form alliances to boost their activities and 
targeted the Chinse Project Such as CPEC. And the military operations have succeeded in bringing 
security to Balochistan.Areas such as Dera Bugatti and Turbat.  
 

Political Efforts 
 

 Baluchistan province faces different problems including violence, kidnapping, terrorism, and human 
rights abuses. And Baluchistan is the rich province of Pakistan in natural resources but Baluchistan 
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has not benefitted from these resources and the Baluchistan people always question why they remain 
undeveloped.to address these concerns, the federal government undertook initiatives such as the 
Aghaz-e-Haqooq Baluchistan(AHB) packages and the NFC award. These packages were meant to 
provide greater financial resources to the province create jobs and also enhance local controls over 
the projects. The AHB package provided several reforms including new jobs and infrastructure 
development. And these efforts towards economic development remained fruitless since the real 
problems in Baluchistan originated not from money but from being politically and socially neglected 
for decades with weak institutions, and fragmented politics. All this has been a carrier of resentment 
and rebellion since what is ignored is what people feel they are being denied their rights. Increased 
funding and projects have not helped bring meaningful change into the lives of ordinary Baloch 
people. Ultimately lack of implementation and political issues mean that the unrest continues. 
Baluchistan needs economic and economic investment in efforts to integrate people within the 
national framework and advance their quality of life. 
 

Conclusions and Policy Recommendations 

The insurgency in Baluchistan can be understood by interlacing political instability, economic 
deprivation, human rights abuses, and foreign interference. Even though it happens to be Pakistan's 
richest province in terms of natural resources it remains be poorly developed province and that 
continues to fuel the nationalist movement Most of the state's response was aggressive and political 
and economic measures did not redress grievances. Initiatives such as the CPEC are promising for 
economic growth and are perceived as exploitative by the local population further exacerbating 
tensions. 
This paper suggests the steps that can play a role in reducing the tension between Baluchistan and 
the federation resolving the conflict in Baluchistan requires a holistic approach that combines 
political, social, and development measures. Politically this involves ending military operations, 
integrating separatists into mainstream politics, and addressing the issue of missing persons to build 
trust Education and employment remain significant measures to engage youth toward a peaceful 
future. Simultaneously social development programs like infrastructure development in educational 
facilities enhance the level of living providing access to resources for everyone in the region All of 
these efforts jointly attempt to create an ambience of inclusiveness grievances can be reduced. This 
might lead to long-term peace in Baluchistan. 
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