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Abstract:The great historian Gibbon describes the rise and expansion of Islam as "One of the most
memorable revolutions which has impressed a new and lasting character on the nations of the globe". Most
of the Muslims in this subdivision are converted Muslims.They were the Surjapuri Rajbanshis, who later
converted into Muslim. Later they came to be known as Surjapuri Nasya Shaikh Muslims. The term
'Surjapuri' has been associated with them for positional and linguistic regions. The generosity of Islam,
oppression of upper caste Hindus against lower caste Hindus and perhaps to escape the death penalty of
Muslim rulers, many Surjapuri Rajbanshis and other Hindus converted into Islam over time. Centuries ago,
Surjapuri Nasya Shaikh Muslims worshiped Sonatani Hindu Deities like Goddess Kali, Bhagwati ,
Bishohari etc along with their Allah. Even after several centuries conversion into Islam, many Nasya Shaikh
Muslim women used to put vermilion on her forehead. Many Mosques and Dargah or Mazar were built
during the Mughal period and the British period. Which strengthened the foundation of Islam. Even today,
Many cultural similarities can be observed between the Surjapuri Rajbanshis and the Surjapuri Nasya
Shaikh Muslims.
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Introduction

The present days of Islampur subdivision consists of Chopra, Islampur, Goalpokhar, Chakulia
and Karandighi police stations. Before 1956 AD, all these police stations were part of purnea
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district of Bihar. On Ist November, 1956 AD, the above police stations were Merged to West
Bengal from Bihar, under the initiative of the state reorganisation commission. This Islampur
subdivision is known as Transferred Area. This undivided Purnea district was part of the eastern
part of the Mithila Kingdom. The kingdom of Mithila was formed over many parts of Bihar.
Shyam Narayan Singh said in his book 'History of Tirhut' that ‘The boundary of Mithila
comprises the modern districts of Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga, Champaran and parts of the districts
of Monghyr, Bhagalpur and Purnea". During the age of Mahabharata, North East India is said to
have been ruled by King Virat and his brother-in-law Kitchak. According to Francis Buchanan -
"Perhaps this Kichak was a tribe of Asura(infidel). King Virat married this kichak's sister’. Even
Purnea was under the Gour. Although, the current Surjapuri language and culture originated
Much earlier, yet during the Mughal period, Surjapur pargana was formed with the north-eastern
part of the undivided Purnea district. This Surjapur pargana was under the subah of Bengal and
the Sarkar of Tajpur. The eastern part of the Mahananda river was under the Tajpur Sarkar. On
the other hand, before the Mughal period, the undivided Purnea district was ruled by a Hindu
ruler named Sukhdeo. In 1545 AD, Mughal Emperor Humayun overthrew the Hindu ruler of
Purnea, Shukhdeo, and appointed Syed Khan Dastur as the zamindar of Purnea district. It is
known from the gazetteer of L.S.S.0' Malley that ‘According to its chronicles, Saiyed Khan
Dastur did good service under the emperor Humayun in the war against Sher Shah and was
rewarded in A.H.962,i.e., 1545 A.D., by the grant of a sanad conferring on him, together with the
title of kanungo, the zamindar of suryapur, which was formerly held by a Hindu Raja named
Sukhdeo .’

The Surjapuri Rajbanshis were majority in the north eastern part of the undivided Purnea district.
Later Surjapuri Rajbanshis and Koches converted into Islam for various reasons. Although, they
accepted Islam but could not leave Sanatani Hinduism. According to Buchanan Hamilton -"The
Muslims of North Bengal are converted native Muslims". They worshiped Allah along with
Hindu gods and goddesses. In many cases they were following Hindu culture. Even today the
cultural similarities can be observed between Surjapuri Rajbanshis and Surjapuri Nasya Shaikh
Muslims. Some Muslim families came from other states of India and settled in the present
Islampur Subdivision. Most of the Muslims in the subdivision are Nasya Shaikh Muslims.
Whose previous religion was Sanatani Hinduism.

Origin of Muslims in Islampur Subdivision

Islam is a religion of peace and greatness. It is known that under the guidance of the first Khalifa
Abu Bakr-"Be just, the unjust never prosper. Be valiant; die rather than yield. Be merciful; slay
neither old men, nor women, nor children. Destroy neither fruit trees, nor grains, nor cattle. Keep
your word even to your enemy. Moldest not those men who live retired from the world ". When
Islam entered to India, its earlier ideals of peace and greatness came to an end. "Although Islam
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came to India after it had played out its progressive role, and its leadership had been wrested
from the learned and cultured Arabs". The present Islampur subdivision was a part of the
undivided Purnea district. For this reason, the history of Islampur subdivision is hidden in the
history of undivided Purnea district. This area was also ruled under gaur rulers. Islam spreaded in
Chittagaon in the middle of the 10th century. Bhaktiyar Khalji conquered Bengal in 1204 AD.
Baktiyar Khalji entered to Bengal holding the Quran in one hand and a weapon in the other.
From the beginning, Muslims compaigned into convert Hindus and Buddhist by destroying
temple and idols. Suleman Karrani's commander Kalapahar is famous in history for destroying
Hindu temples and idols. Muslim rulers ruled Bengal from 1204-1765 AD. During the reign of
Sultan Ilyas Shah, Muslim marriages with Hindu girls began.Many Hindus converted into Islam
during this period. There were various reasons for Hindus to convert into Islam. Tyranny of
Muslim rulers was one of the reason for Hindus to convert into Islam. In the 15th century, the
process of conversion of Hindus into Islam reached its peak during the reign of Sultan Jalaluddin
(1418-1433) of Bengal. Sultan Jalaluddin used to say to Hindus-"Either accept the Qur'an or die".
Muslim rulers forcibly converted Hindus and Buddhists to Islam. On the other hand, before the
Mughal period, the undivided Purnea district was ruled by a Hindu ruler named Shukhdeo. In
1545, Mughal Emperor Humayun overthrew the Hindu ruler of Purnea, Shukhdeo, and appointed
Syed Khan Dastur as the Zamindar of Purnea district. During the reign of Murshid Quli Khan, if
a Zamindar or landlord was unable to pay the revenue, his family was forced to convert into
Islam. It cannot be denied that, the tyranny of the Muslim rulers was one of the reason for the
conversion of Hindus into Islam.

In the Medieval period, the influence of Muslim Pir, Fakirs, Saints and Sufis on Hindu society
can be observed. Muslim society was founded on communism. There was no caste system in
Muslim society like Hindus. After the arrival of Muslims in Bengal, various caste emerged. The
liberal practices of the Sufi-Saints were able to convert the lower caste Hindus into Islam. During
the time of Giyasuddin, the ruler of Bengal, many muslim scholars were invited to Bengal.
Nasiruddin Mahmud used to entertain Sufi-saints. The contribution of the Sufi-Saints and pirs in
converting lower caste Hindus into Islam were undeniable. Many Sufi-saints and pirs had
campaigned in many places in India to spread the greatness of Islam. Makhdum pir of Pandua,
pir Nepir, Shaikh Alauddin, Alauddin Haque, Shaikh Nooruddin, Zafar Khan Gazi of Tribeni,
Barakha Gazi etc. received considerable respect from the society. They tried to convert the lower
caste Hindus into Islam by various tactics. Adam Shaheed, Shaikh Jalal, Kar Forma etc. came to
Bengal from Delhi to spread Islam. Many Sufi-saints and pirs also came in the present days of
Islampur subdivision, still their are some Dargas or Shrines. Syed Shah Pir Ali Chisti came from
Fatehpur Sikri in Agra to the court of the Nawab of Khagra in Kishanganj during the reign of
mughal emperor Akbar. And started living permanently in Bhujagaon village of the Islampur
Subdivision. There is a Dargah of Hazrat Syed Fazli Rabbi in Yusufganj of Islampur police
station. Not only during the Muslim rule but also the British period, a large number of Hindus
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converted into Islam. Apart from Dargahs or Shrines in Islampur subdivision, many Mosques
were built during the British period. It has made an important contribution to spread Islam.

On the other hand, one of the reasons for the adoption of Islam by Hindus were the oppression,
abuse and narrow mentality of the upper caste Hindus towards the lower caste Hindus. The
'Kaulinya Pratha' prevalent in the medieval society made the Hindu society full of complexities.
This Kaulinya Pratha was prevalent in Bengal and Mithila. It is said that, Sena King Ballal Sen
of Bengal and Hari Singha, the last Karnat king of Mithila, introduced the 'Kaulinya Pratha'. The
Kaulinya Pratha fragmented the Hindu society and led it down the path of degradation. As a
result, of this custom, nobility (superiority) was established in Hindu society. As a result, Hindus
became different castes based on Karma. The Kaulinya Pratha gave high and low strata to Hindu
society. As a result, the lives of the lower caste Hindus were disrupted. The lower caste Hindus
embraced Islam hoping to escape the unbearable suffering of the upper caste Hindus.

There is no doubt that, ancestors of the Nasya Shaikh Muslims of North Bengal i.e. Islampur
subdivision were Rajbanshis. "The whole of the Kishanganj and the eastern half of the Sadar
subdivisions. In the Kishanganj subdivision, and in the Kasba Amur and Balarampur thanas, the
Musalmans, who are said to be Koch Origin ". Nasya Shaikh is the major part of the converted
Muslim community of North Bengal i.e. Islampur Subdivision. People who left their own
religion and accepted Islam are known as "Nasya Shaikh or New Musalman". It was the Sufi-
Saints who gave them the title of 'Shaikh'. "The pirs or religious devotees made it a point to
exercise a great deal of influence to convert as many as possible of the people of the locality into
Islam. The Sheikhs i.e. the Muslim cultivators frequently go by the name Nasya which means
one whose original religion has been destroyed i.e., a convert". During the census of 1911,
Muslim converts from Rajbanshi, Poliya, Desiya listed themselves as 'Sheikh'. The influence of
the mongolids and the Bado community can be observe in the Surjapuri people of this area.
"Mohammadans predominate in Kishanganj subdivision forming about 80 per cent of the
population. The majority are believed to be descendants of aboriginal Koches or hill tribes. The
other caste are Saik, Sadgope, Rajbanshi, Musahar, Dhanuk, Gangai, Tanti, Hari, Teli, Dusadh,
Saiyed, Jhola, Brahmman, Koiri, Benia and Santhal". All these people were the natives of this
area.

Many cultural similarities can be observed between Surjapuri Rajbanshis and Surjapuri Nasya
Shaikh Muslims living in present days of Bihar and Islampur subdivision. Although the Nasya
Shaikh Muslims of Surjapur Pargana converted to Islam long ago, they continued to carring to
the Rajbanshi culture for the next few centuries. According to the census of 1901, the total
Muslims population of undivided Purnea district(including Islampur subdivision) were 793673
or 43.3 per cent. With the passage of time, the number of Muslims in Islampur subdivision
increased manifold, which is mentioned in L.S.S.0' Malley's Gazetteer -"Until in the thana of
Islampur in the Kishanganj Subdivision, there is only one Hindu to every two Muhammadans".
Little difference can be observed between the religious beliefs of the local Hindus(including the
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Surjapuri Rajbanshis) and Nasya Shaikh Muslims. These New Muslims worshiped the traditional
Hindu gods and goddesses along with the Hindus. During the wedding of these Nasya Shaikh
Muslims, the bride and groom were taken to visit the traditional Hindu goddesses and the bride
used to take vermilion on her forehead. New Muslims (Nasya Shaikh) practiced both Hinduism
and Islam. Mr. Byrne mentioned in his settlement report -"In every village can be found a
Kalisthan , and Hindus and Muhammadans celebrate their characteristic festivals together. At the
time of marriages, Muhammadans perform some ceremony at the Bhagwati Asthan and put
vermilion on the bride's forehead. Attached to almost every house, even of Muhammadans, is a
little shrine called Khudai Ghar or God's house, and prayers are offered there in which the names
of Allah and Kali both figure". Many similarities in nomenclature can be observed between
surjapuri Rajbanshis and Surjapuri Nasya Shaikh Muslims. Similar names are prevalent in both
societies. Such as - Akalu, Andharu, Baishagu, Debaru, Maghu, Chaitu, Tihaku, Budhu, Manglu,
Samaru, Sati, Mati, Khumanswari, Fulanshil, Panswari etc are prevalent in both societies.
Surajapuri Rajbanshis and Surjapuri Nasya Shaikh Muslims have their original residence in
Surjapur pargana and their communication language is also the same. Pasarul Alam in his book "
Islampur Na Ishwarpur?", said about Surjapuri Rajbanshis and Surjapuri Nasya Shaikh Muslims
that -"They are of same blood and the same brother". Also, Kabul was the original residence of
the ancestor of the Zamindar house of Melamath in the present Islampur City. One of their
ancestor's named Shekh Kamal came to this district to trade and he started to live permanently in
Islampur City. Later, many people of this clan engaged themselves in the work of making the
country.

Islam, Mosque and Dargah or Mazar in Islampur subdivision

Mosques and Dargahs have played an important role in the spread of Islam in the current
Islampur sub-division. Pir- Darbes played a major role to bring harmony between Hindu and
Muslim people. All, irrespective of caste and religion, had free access to the abode of the Pirs or
Darbes. As a result, their hideouts became shrines. There are several Mosques and Dargahs or
Mazars in the Islampur subdivision. Several of these Mosques and Dargahs or Mazars were built
during the Mughal period and the British period. Several Mosques and Dargahs or Mazars are
described as below-

1.The Mazar of Pir Ali Chishti of Bhujagaon:- This Mazarr is located 15 km east of Islampur
city on the banks of Nagar river. During the reign of Mughal emperor Akbar, Syed Shah Pir Ali
Chishti settled in this area from Fatehpur Sikri in Agra, Syed Shah Pir Ali Chishti transcribed the
complete Qur'an in Arabic on 30 sheets of paper. The Nawab of Khagra gave him 360 bighas of
land. He played an important role in the maintenance of Islam. He died in 1610 AD and was
buried there. His Mazar continues to carry the teaching of Islam even today.
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2. Dargah of Pir of Yusufganj:- This Dargah is located next to the Melamath of Islampur City.
Yusufganj is named after Zamindar Yusuf Choudhury. Inside this Dargah, is the Mazar of Hazrat
Syed Fazli Rabbi. Which made a special contribution to the propagation of Islam at that time. In
1925 AD, Urush Mela was organised around this Mazar. Many devout Muslims used to come to
this fair with respect.

3. Sonakhoda Mosque:- This Sonakhoda Mosque is located in ward no-9 of Islampur
Municipality. This Mosque was built during the Mughal period. This Sonakhoda Mosque is
probably the oldest mosque of Islampur subdivision. The dome of this Mosque was golden in
color. This Mosque was built of bricks. This Mosque is now in ruins. This Mosque made a
special contribution in the propagation of Islam in Islampur Subdivision.

4. Bolancha Mosque:- Zamindar Zaber Ali of Bolancha built this Mosque during the Mughal
period. The length of this Mosque is 24 feet, width is 21 feet and height is 30 feet. Devout
Muslims still offer prayers in this Mosque. As before, even today this Mosque has retained the
tradition of Islam.

5. Dhontala Ekhyanji Mosque:- This Mosque is located in Kasba Dhontala village of Gaisal-1
Grampanchayat. The Muslims of the Ekhyan community were probably dominant in this village.
This Mosque was also built during the Mughal period. This Mosque is also a unique instruction
of the Mughal period. In this village called Dhontala was the house of Khayrunnesa, the wife of
the Nawab of Khagra.

6. Jama Mosque of Goalpokhar:- This Mosque is located in the Goalpokhar village, a little away
from Goalpokhar police station. Jamaluddin Mir's ancestors built this Mosque during the Mughal
period. This Mosque was very beautiful. As a result, during the Mughal period, many people
used to come to see this Mosque. This Mosque became the focal point of Islam in the
neighbourhood along with Goalpokhar police station.

7. Jama Mosque of Dohabari:- Dohabari village is located on the south west side of Sahapur
Panchayat of Goalpokhar police station. This Jama Mosque was built by Raja Mirsad Ali during
the Mughal period. This Muslims of that village continue to pray today as before.

8. Jama Mosque of Surjapur:- During the Mughal period, Shahadatullah of Surjapur, a village
under Chakulia police station, owned a thousand bighas of land. He built the Surjapur Jama
Mosque during the reign of Mughal emperor Aurangzeb. Many people in this area believe that -
"The idea of forming Surjapur pargana came from this village".

9. Mosque of Matiyari:- The village called Matiyari is located next to Kanki under Chakulia
police station. During the Mughal period, a Shaikh family lived there. This Mosque was built on
the initiative of this family. Which contribution significantly to the spread to Islam.
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10. Mosque of Goagaon:- Giyasuddin Sarkar was the Zamindar of this village. His father Molla
Box was a pious mam. This Mosque was built in 1840 AD, in the Goagaon Zamindar's house.

11. Jama Mosque of Chhipi:- Subsequently the Goagaon Zamindari was bifurcated. Kalimuddin
Sarkar looked after the zamindari of Chhipi. This Jama Mosque of Chhipi was built in 1911 AD.
Goagaon mosque was followed in the construction of this Mosque.

12. Mosque of Nichitpur:- This village is located at a distance of 15 km from Karandighi.
Kharbad Ali Khan built this Mosque. He was a trusted servant of Sher shah Suri. This Mosque
was also built during the Mughal period. Kharbad Ali came to dominate the Hindus of this area.
This Mosque also made a very important contribution to the spread of Islam.

13. Jami Mosque of Kaltahar:- A Jotdar named Abdul Rashid established a three domed Jami
Mosque in 1906 AD in Kaltahar Village of Islampur police station. This Mosque has not been
renovated for a long time and its glory art has become dilapidated.

Conclusion

Surjapuri Nasya Shaikh Muslims are converted Muslims from Koch( present days of Rajbanshis)
in Islampur Subdivision and north-eastern part of Bihar. The ancestors of several Muslim
families came to this subdivision from outside of India. But they have adopted this land and
engaged themselves in making the country. Many Mosques and Dargahs have been built in this
subdivision over time ,which widened the spread of Islam. Also,worshiping Satyapir, Banabibi,
Gazi Saheb, Ghora Saheb etc. or making offerings to their shrines has also entered Hindu society.
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