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Abstract:The Visakhapatnam has a special significance in the history of India as it is the gateway to 

the costal South India. This is one of the fastest growing and populous cities in South India as well as 
Andhra Pradesh located in the East Coast of India in the offshore of Bay of Bengal. Geographically 
the city is located in 17o 42! North latitude and 82o 02! East on the cost of the Indian Ocean as a result 
of the city experiences high humidity. The city is located on a major rail junction on the east-central 
coast of India, about halfway between Kolkata and Chennai. The present study is mainly concerned 
with origin and historicity of Visakhapatnam. It is known for rich Indian heritage and culture. 
Historically, the Visakhapatnam was named after Visakha. In 260 BCE, under the rule of king Ashoka, 

the city was a part of the Kalinga kingdom. Later, it came under the rule of the Andhra kings of Vengi. 
Then it was ruled by the Pallava, the Chola and the Ganga dynasties. Since from beginning the rule of 
Chalukya-Chola rule in coastal Andhra it has remarkable growth, making it one of India’s most lively 
cities. It was in the 15th century that the city became a part of the Vijayanagara empire. 
Visakhapatnam city is the newly industrializing city in coastal Andhra Pradesh, India. In this article, I 
try to explore origin of historicity of Visakhapatnam past and present history.  
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Introduction 

The coastal areas of present Andhra Pradesh run from Srikakulam in the north to Nellore in 

the south, is known to have played a significant role in the early and medieval history of 

maritime commerce of this country. Ports of the eastern coast were particularly favorable for 

trade links with south-east Asian Islands and China. We propose here to focus our attention 

on a particular port of Vengimandalam coast viz, Visakhapatnam identified with modern 
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Vizag or an area in and around it.  While Visakhapatnam was situated in between two major 

deltas of the eastern seaboard, namely those of the Mahanadi and Godavari. Visakhapatnam, 

the northernmost great city is about 118 miles south of the north-eastern limit of the Andhra 

Pradesh. The sprawling industrial city of Visakhapatnam, also called Vizag (vie-zag) situated 

along the East-Coast of Bay of Bengal in Andhra Pradesh, has a hoary past.  

Antiquity of Visakhapatnam 

Regarding the historical background of this Visakhapatnam much have to be stated that area 

has a continuous history from times immemorial. A number of evidences of pre-historical 

cultures are noticed Visakhapatnam and around. From the periods of the stone-age, existence 

of human culture is noticed at Lankelapalem, Marigavalas, Sarada river valley, and at the 

hilly regions of the district. The availability of a number of stone-age sites, stone tools, urn-

burials, and megalithic burials clearly inform us the existence of pre-historical cultures in the 

vicinity of Visakhapatnam. Historically speaking, the known antiquity of Visakhapatnam 

seems to go back to the Paleolithic tools have been found in inland area as well as this area, 

where they have been connected to a sea level over 7 meter above the present one. The 

middle Paleolithic culture is marked by a flake tool industry. On the Visakhapatnam coast, 

quartzite, chert, and quartz were frequently used to make stone tools. Microliths occur at 

many places along the east coast of India and seem to mark camps of Mesolithic fishing 

communities. On the Visakhapatnam coast, stone tablets and ring stones have been found at 

sites such as Chandrampalem, Paradesipalem, and Rushikonda. (Upinder Singh, 2022) 

               Recent archaeological discoveries enable us to trace the antiquity of Visakhapatnam 

to a much earlier period i.e. as early as 3rd-2nd centuries B.C.E if not early. This gains support 

from the fact that there existed major Buddhist settlements perched on the top of the hills 

overlooking the Bay of Bengal at places like Bavikonda, Thotlakonda and Pavuralakonda, not 

far away from the city, on the way to Bheemunipatnam, along the beach road. Archaeological 

excavations conducted at these places like brought to light, remains of a number of religious 

and secular structures in the form of stupas, chaityas, viharas, congregational halls, 

refectories, during halls etc. Datable evidences like coins and inscriptions belonging to 

Satakarni of the Satavahana dynasty and silver portrait coins of the Roman emperors, 

Augustus Caesar and Tiberlus at Thotlakonda (Krishna Sastry, V.V., Subrahmanyam & 

Ramakrishna Rao, N., 1992) three Roman Silver coins, and an Indigenous lead coin at 
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Bavikonda, help us to assign these sites to the period not later than 1st century CE. Further, 

the evidence of Brahmi label Inscriptions engraved on Chatra pieces and pot-sherds found at 

Pavuralakonda and Thotlakonda, take back these sites to 3rd century BCE which continued up 

to 3rd century CE. 

Visakhapatnam its name 

An analytical scrutiny on the meaning and significance of the prefix and suffix that constitute  

Fig 1: Visakhapatnam map. 

a place-name reveals the characteristic features of a place. A place is generally give                    

a name which signifies any of the factors such as religious, auspicious, historical, 

geographical, typological, qualitative, floral, faunal, ethnological, numerical, etc. Subjected 

to analysis, according to tradition, the city of Visakhapatnam derived its name from, Visakha 

or Kartikeya, a Hindu God. One version of local history says that the temple may have been 

built by Kulottunga Chola in the 11th Century CE. (Rao, S.R., 1990) While another suggests 

that it may have been built by an Andhra ruler much earlier. The presiding deity of the temple 

is said to be Vaisakheswara, also known as Karthikeya or Kumaraswamy’s son of Lord Shiva. 

The Hindu god who is regarded as the ruler of the planet Mars, and who is traditionally 

identified as the Lord of war. Present day buried in the sea is still supposed to be an 

auspicious place for religious bathing. (Census of India, 1988)  
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Historical Periods 

In the historical periods, the early historical ruling dynasties like the Mauryas seem to have 

brought this Visakhapatnam are also into their control. Mighty powers like the Sathavahanas 

held their sway and exercised control in Kalinga and Visakhapatnam areas. Later, this area 

was occupied by Matharas and Pitribhaktas. (Hanumantha Rao, B.S.L) Samudra Gupta, the 

greatest emperor in the Gupta dynasty, conquered that tract, which is known by then as Deva 

Rastra in his southern campaign as was described in his Allahabad pillar inscription. 

(Allahabad Pillar Inscription Vol. II) In the entire South-India, the only gold coin of Samudra 

Gupta is found at Bojjanna Kondalu very nearer to Anakapalli. Almost all the ruling powers 

in the early centuries of Andhra history such as the salankayanas, Vishnukundins and 

Durjayas brought that area into their control. The chipurapalli inscription of Kubja 

vishnuvardhana refers to the grant of a village by name Kaluva Konda or Kalavalapalli near 

Dimili in the Visakhapatnam area. (Venkataramanyya, N.,) Elamanchili, an ancient village in 

the Viskhapatna district is referred to in their records; and some of the villages like 

Sarvasiddhi in this district were constructed in their names during their period. In the 

succeeding centuries that area has gone into the hands of the Chalukya, Chola power. 

(Krishna Kumari, M.,) In the succeeding centuries the Velanati chiefs, the Kakatiyas, the 

Reddis and the Velamas frequently fought among themselves for the supremacy over the 

present Visakhapatnam areas, as evident by a number of inscription and literary citations. 

Kanyakapuranam otherwise known as Vaisyapuranam, the family history of the Vaisyas if the 

medieval centuries claim Visakhapatnam or Visakhanagara as one of the centers of their 

trading activity. The area of Visakahapatnam became a bone of contention between the 

Kalinga and Andhra powers. (Suryanaryana Kolluru, 2010) 

 In the 5th century C.E, Visakhapatnam derived its name from a king called 

Visakhavarman, who was the lord of Kalinga. (Mukunda Rao, N., 1922) An inscription of 

Visnuvardhana Maharaja, dated in his 8th regnal year and in 990 Saka (1068 A.D.), speaks of 

the gift of a lamp by a merchant of Visakhavattana i.e. Visakhapattana. This inscription 

coming from Draksharama from the Konaseema district of Andhra Pradesh, is suggested to 

have been issued during the reign of Eastern Chalukya king Vijayaditya VII (1061-1068 CE). 

(Rangacharya, V., 1919) Afterwards the history of Visakhapatnam seems to have shrouded in 
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mystery, as we don’t hear anything of it, till the medieval period i.e., 11th century C.E., when 

Anatavarma Choda Ganga king of Kalinga, held sway over the region the next reference for 

Visakhapatnam, who endowed some gifts to the temple of Bhimeswara. (Annual Report on 

Epigraphy, 1983) Another inscription dated 1083 C.E., mentions a General of Kulottunga I, 

named Karunakara, who captured Visakhapatnam and named it as Kulottunga Choda Pattana. 

(Sarma, A.V.D., 1988) Yet another inscription dated 1091 C.E., refers to Kulottunga Choda 

Pattana, where a guild of 12 merchants existed. (Annual Report on Epigraphy, 1909) From 

the above study, it becomes clear that during the medieval times Visakhapattana was renamed 

as Kulotunga Choda Pattana by the Chola General. These inscriptions also reveal that 

Visakhapatnam had cultural and mercantile contacts with Tamilnadu and Malabar coastal 

regions. 

Jain and Buddhist Center 

The areas in an around Visakhapatnam experienced the various changes and developments of 

the different religions. Originally, forming part of Central Kalinga since ancient times, it 

occupied a prominent place in the political, social, religious and cultural history of 

Andhradesa. The region of Kalinga is well-known as a cradle for the two major ancient 

religions of India viz., Jainism and Buddhism, may be due to its lengthy coast-line and a 

chain of hills of the Eastern Ghats flanking it. Tradition holds that a colossal idol of a Jaina 

Tirthankara was shifted from Kalinga drove out the Jains from Kalinga, who, in turn 

approached the Mauryan emperor Asoka and it was one of the reasons which prompted the 

emperor to wage a war against Kalinga. Though Jainism held its heyday in Kalinga during 

the centuries before Christ, championed by its protagonist Kharavela, it was the turn of 

Buddhism to gain upper hand as seen from a host of Buddhist settlements situated in the 

Srikakulam and Visakhapatnam districts, at various places like Salihundam, Dantapuram, 

Thtlakonda, Bavikonda, Pavuralakonda, Gopalapatnam, Ungarajupalem, Sankaram, 

Dharapalem, Madhavadhara, and Amalapuram. This occurrence of a large number of 

Buddhist sites in the above two districts along the east-coast seems to be mainly due to its 

proximity to the coast-line and the flow of rivers and rivulets like Vamsadhara, Nagavali, 

Muchkund, Sarada, Varaha, Gosthani, Champavati, and Tandava, which merge into Bay of 

Bengal and serve as safe anchoring points for the ships at several confluence points before 
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going to examine the beginnings and antiquity of modern Visakhapatnam, let us firs take up 

the evidence available in tradition and epigraphs. 

 The inscriptions from Pavurallkonda read as ‘Kuvana paula gamena tataka chhata 

matapo danam and Kumarikala’, () whereas the other labels from Thotlakonda read, as 

‘Hasa danam chhata Kotura Kin Nivasina’ and ‘Poyadhi’ on paleographical grounds, these 

characters belong to the period between 3rd and 2nd centuries BCE. 

 Another significant discovery is the existence of relic caskets at Bavikonda, 

containing bole relic, Suvarna Pushpa’s, coral beads and precious stones, enshrined in a 

receptacle called Manjusha, on the southern side of the Mahastupa, which in turn were 

embedded in a miniature stone stupa like reliquary called Karndaka () there is an inscription 

on a stone through found at Thotlakonda ()which reads, “Dona Datti Chimaka Chika Maya 

10 Dasama Di Mata Senakagin Ni)vasi) no bha(ri)ya….China” which means that the wife of 

Chikamaya, son of Chimika, the resident of Senakagiri endowed by Dona, donated for the 

maintenance of the Vihara. Syena in Sanskrit means eagle, and ‘giri’ a hill. With monastic 

establishments nearby Thotlakonda Bavikonda looks like a seated eagle. According to Danta 

Dhatu Charitra, Daona a brahmin, who conducted the funeral of lord Buddha, divided the 

corporeal remains of the lord into 8 parts and himself took the residue so far, no reference has 

come to light regarding the enshrining of the relics appropriated by dona it is unique that, for 

the first time a reference to dona appears, who made endowments to Senakagiri, probably 

Thotlakonda. Thus, it is quite likely that the Dona Datti Senakagiri is none than the Buddhist 

settlement at Bavikonda, where the above relics were retrieved from a mahastupa nowhere, 

in the relic caskets discovered so far, such a huge quantity of ashes were deposited in an um, 

as at Bavikonda further, at Salihundam and Nagarjunakonda caskets were found on the 

periphery of the Vedika, whereas they were found in the Ayaka platform at Amaravati. The 

ceramic evidence from both the sites comprises black and red ware, tan ware, black ware and 

red slipped wares, assignable from Mauryan to post-Mauryan periods, with a date range 

between 300-100 BCE which also supports the above contention () In addition, the abundant 

sculptural wealth like Buddhapadas, Bharavhaka. Yakshas or caryatids, miniature stupas, 

makara torana and poorna kalasa motifs on either side of the entrances of viharas and 

chaityas etc. also supports the above view.  The foregoing study reveals that Visakhapatnam 

had its beginnings in the centuries immediately preceding Christ. 
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 As regards the name of Visakhapatnam, it may be pointed out that the term Visakha is 

of utmost significance, as gleaned from the Buddhist literature, which contains at least dozen 

references to Visakha Among them, Visuddhimagga, a commentary on Anguttara Nikaya 

mentions the name of a certain Visakha thera, who was a rich house-holder of Pataliputra. He 

wanted to adhere to Buddhism and came to know that Tamrapani (Ceylon) would be an ideal 

place, since it is endowed with a row of religious shrines, ample space for sitting and lying, 

where the climate, the residences, the people and doctrines were congenial, is short it is easy 

to obtain everything there. He gave his wealth to his wife and son and came to a seaport to 

reach Ceylon. The same account also occurs in the Sumangala Vilasini of Buddhaghosah . Yet 

another reference to the name Visakha occurs in Manoratha Purani commentary on 

Anguttara Nikaya, which mentions a female lay disciple of the Buddha, named Visakha, 

daughter of Dhanamjaya and Sumana, declared by the Buddha, to be the foremost among 

those who ministered in to the Order (Dayikanam Agga). 

 Another reference to Visakha occurs in Majima Nikaya, who accompanied Bimbisara 

on his visit to buddha She is also mentioned as one of the seven lay disciples of Buddh.  the 

foregoing study of the name Visakha reveals the sanctity attached to it in Buddhist literature. 

This may lead us to surmise that the city of Visakhapatnam in all probability owes its origin 

to one of the disciples of the Buddha, mentioned above, bearing the name Visakha Further, it 

is plausible that the city of Visakhapatnam may have derived its name from Visakha 

mentioned in Visuddhimagga and Sumangala Vilasini, for he is said to have begun his voyage 

to Ceylon from a sea-port, which in all probability may be identified with Visakhapatnam. 

The availability of Roman coins at the Buddhist sites adjacent to Visakhapatnam indicates the 

trade activity of that province with Rome. (Subrahmanyam B., 1994) 

 

A Port City 

According to Viswakarma Vastusastram, Pattana is a sea-port town or sometimes a hill-side 

town. The site is selected with special attention to a plentiful supply of drinking water. It is 

protected by ramparts and is divided into twelve parts each having 8 streets. One-fourth the 

space is occupied by the king’s palace either in the center or in the west; and a Durga temple 

is attached to the palace. It has turrets and a court house. It has many temples in various parts 

of the town and subsidiary streets as well. It is specially laid down that such sea-port towns 
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with all comforts are especially in the East coast end in Pattanam. (Viswakarma Vastu 

Shastram, 1958) 

The port of Visakhapatnam washed by the Bay of Bengal, which was designated as 

bahr-al-Harkand in early medieval Arab accounts. (V. Minorsky, 1937) The Vengi coast 

possessed, however, the harbor of Visakhapatnam. The Dutch became the first Europeans to 

settle in Visakhapatnam in the early seventeenth century, the settlement established by the 

English East India Company in 1682 CE constituted the foundation of the modern city. A 

primary stage in the urbanization of Visakhapatnam occurred, under British hegemony after 

1802 CE, when indigenous cultivators lost their customary rights to zamindars who were 

granted and ownership in perpetuity and after Visakhapatnam became the capital of the 

district in 1803 CE.  The opening of the coastal railway in 1897 CE did provide some 

stimulus to the growth of the Visakhapatnam. In 1907 CE, Visakhapatnam was India’s largest 

district having area of 17, 222 sq miles and it was also the most populous district of the 

Madras Presidency. However, prior to the construction of a modern port between 1927 and 

1933 CE. (Wayne Nafziger, E, 1978) 

Economic, Culture and population growth accelerated at a much faster rate after the 

development of the port and the building of a railway line through present-day Odisha, North 

and Eastern states. The great sea port town of Visakhapatnam and its santellite Malkapuram 

had a phenomenal population growth under the impetus of the ship building industry and the 

oil refinery established here.  The homonymous modern port (Vizagapatam or Vizag) stands 

between the 1600’ Kailana ridge to the north and the 1100’ Yaroda to the south and it is 

sheltered by the Dolphin’s Nose. (O.H.K. Spate and A.T.A Learmouth, 1967) Its development 

started in 1925 CE and the port with a good harbor and ancillary modern shore facilities was 

opened for traffic in 1933 CE. (Sahai, Baldeo, 1996) As a now Visakhapatnam Port, one of 

India’s top five busiest ports, handles over 70 million metric tons of cargo annually, 

solidifying its role in global trade. 

Conclusion 

Visakhapatnam has a gorgeous stretch of the longest beach roads coastline of our country. 

Tourism is geared towards the domestic market, bringing a unique and festive atmosphere. 

Visakhapatnam city is also important headquarters of the Railway as the Southern and South-

Eastern Railways meet here. The city is also noted for some exquisite handicrafts such as  
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shell and ivory inlay work, polished horn toys. etc. Visakhapatnam is also an important Naval 

training center, and a prominent educational center. The city is most picturesquely located at 

an elevation overlooking the sea and it attracts quite a few tourists. In terms of livability, the 

city was 15th ranking in Ease of Living Index 2020, thanks to its clean streets, safety and 

growing urban infrastructure. Tourism is also set to boom with enhanced coastal 

infrastructure, eco-tourism, rich Buddhist sites, national road connectivity and international 

flight connectivity, making Visakhapatnam a global travel destination. If the current projects 

stay on track, the City of Destiny is well on its way to becoming one of India’s most dynamic 

and influential cities and giving us more hope on what could happen in Visakhapatnam in 

future.   
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