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Abstract: The present paper aims to highlight the contribution of the Haats-Bazars to the economic 
development of Islampur Subdivision under Uttar Dinajpur district during the colonial period. The main 
livelihood of the people of this area were agriculture and animal husbandry. Haats-Bazars of immense 
importance in the economy of any area. The initiative of Jotdars or Zamindars and others in establishing 
these Haats-Bazars were immense. The people of this area used to sell various agricultural crops as well as 
handicrafts in Haats-Bazars. Traders used to buy various goods, animals, handicrafts from Haats-Bazars, 
export these to others states and country. During the Mughal and British period, Haats-Bazars were 
established in various places in the present Islampur subdivision. Such as - Sonapur Haat, Kanchakali Haat, 
Chopra Haat, Daspara Haat, Dhanir Haat, Lakshmipur Haat, Islampur Haat, Ramganj Haat, Dimtu Haat, 
Matikhunda Haat, Kalanagin Haat, Panjipara Haat, Debiganj Haat, Sahapur Haat, Goda Haat, Chakulia 
Haat, Kanki Haat, Manora Haat, Gandal Haat etc. Haats-Bazars are held on fixed days twice or three a week. 
The past history of the current Islampur subdivision is entirely centered on Purnea district of Bihar. On 1 
November,1956, this subdivision was merged to West Bengal. For this reason this subdivision is known as the 
‘Transferred Area.’ During the Mughal period this area was a part of the Surjapur pargana which was 
occupied by the British in 1770 AD.  
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Introduction 

Islampur subdivision has a unique history that reflects the local culture and traditions. Before 1956, 

Islampur Subdivision was included in Kishanganj Subdivision of Bihar, which is an important part 

of history. In 1545 AD, the Surjapur Pargana was formed, which was under the Tajpur Sarkar. 

Islampur Subdivision was one of the largest parts of the Surjapur Pargana, which is significant in the 

area's history. The spoken language of the large population in this region was Surjapuri. Although, 

the Surjapuri language is essentially hybrid of Hindi, Urdu, and Bengali, it is considered a branch of 

the KantaPuri language. L.s.s.o' Malley mentioned in his gazetteer that -"According to its chronicles, 

the founder of the family was Saiyad Khan Dastur, who did good service under the Emperor 

Humayun in the war against Sher Shah and was rewarded, in A.H. 962, i.e., 1545 A.D., by the grant 

of a sanad conferring on him, together with the title of Kanungo, the Zamindari of Surjyapur, which 

was formerly held by a Hindu Raja named Sukhdeo."¹ The past history of the current Islampur 

Subdivision reliably points to Bihar. The parts of the current Islampur Subdivision was under the 

administration of Kishanganj and Sadar Subdivision of Bihar. The Chopra, Islampur, Goal Pokhar, 

and Chakulia police stations were included in the Kishanganj Subdivision and the Karandighi Police 

station was included in the Sadar Subdivision of Bihar. On November 1,1956, the Surjapuri Nation, 

covering an area of 759 square miles, was incorporated into West Bengal based on the 

recommendations of the 'State Re-organisation Commission.' The boundary of the Transferred Area 

includes Thakurganj, Islampur, Chopra, Kishanganj, Goal Pokhar, and Karandighi police stations.² 

Occupations of the Surjapuri people in Islampur Subdivision 

 Surjapuri society was entirely an agrarian society, where everything revolved around agriculture. It 

can be said in one word that, the progress of the surjapuri society depended on the success of 

agriculture. Most of the land here was suitable for agriculture work. "It will be seen that the 

percentage of the culturable land was 74.5 and that of unculturable land 25.5."³ Livestock was the 

only means of this agriculture, serving as the main foundation for the farmer's livelihood. The land 

was cultivated with a plow or  harrow for growing various types of crops. Livestock was the only 

means of distinguishing between the rich and the poor, marking the economic levels of society. Also, 
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the people of Surjapuri earned money by producing various goods through their skills. On the other 

hand, the Surjapuri people earned money through small trade. Many of the people here have 

established themselves as fish farmers. L.s.s.o' Malley mentioned in his gazetteer about the 

occupations of the Surjapuri people -"The returns of occupations compiled at the census of 1901 

show that 1,338,000 persons, or 71.4 percent of the population, are supported by agriculture. Of 

these, 47  percent are actual workers, including 477,000 rent-payers, 146,000 agricultural labourers 

and 2,000 rent-receivrrs. Altogether, 220,000 persons or 11.8 percent are engaged in various 

industries, and 61 percent are actual workers, among them being 16,000 cow and buffalo keepers, 

13,000 fisherman and fish-dealers, 12,000 oil-pressers and sellers, 8,000 grocers, 7,000 rice 

pounders, 7,000 cotton weavers , 5,000 basket and mat-makers, 4,000 potters and 4,000 carpenters. 

Only 9,000 persons, or 0.5 percent, are supported by commerce, and 11,000 persons or 0.6 percent 

by the various professions."⁴ Many Surjapuri Rajbanshi women achieved financial independence 

through various handicrafts. The Surjapuri Rajbanshi women would make Gunny bags and mats etc. 

"Gunny bags are made by hand in the Kishanganj Subdivision by women of the Rajbanshi caste."⁵ 

The craft of making mats in Goalpokhar is an ancient art that is still known to many. The people here 

produced 'Matho' and used it to make mats. L.s.s.o' Malley mentioned in his gazetteer about mats art 

-"The industry is chiefly carried on at Goalpokhar on the east of Kishanganj and in its 

neighbourhood."⁶ There is a history of Bhadoi rice production here. April and May are ideal for seed 

sowing. "Bhadoi rice is generally sown on high ground."⁷ Also, in November Boro or bora rice 

cultivation was important for farmers. This rice was not cultivated extensively. "Boro or bora rice is 

grown on rather low lands."⁸ Jute cultivation is profitable for farmers as a cash crop. L.s.s.o' Malley 

mentioned in his gazetteer -"The jute crop is most extensively grown in the north-east of the district 

in the Kishanganj subdivision, where thanas Bahadurganj and Islampur account for 53,000 acres."⁹  

Role of the Haats-Bazars to Economic Development 

 Various small and large Haats-Bazars have emerged in different reasons of  Islampur Subdivision 

since the Mughal and British periods. It is known that in some places, new Haats-Bazars were 

established through the initiative of the Jotdars and Zamindars. During the British period, large 
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Haats-Bazars developed in Bhawanipur, Forbesganj, Islampur, and Kishanganj, which played a 

significant role in the economy of the region. These village Haats-Bazars were popular for various 

goods two or three days a week. The rural Haats-Bazars were generally not far apart, often just a few 

miles away from each other. LS.S.O' Molley mentioned in his gazetteer about Haats-Bazars -

"Permanent shops are rarely found except in a few big bazars, such as Bhawanipur, Forbesganj, 

Islampur and Kishanganj. Most of the internal trade is carried on at village hats , which are held on 

fixed days twice or thrice a week. Every village is within a few miles of hat, and the villagers go 

they are regularly to sell or barter their wares and buy whatever they require for the ensuing week. 

Almost all the hats a source of profit to the proprietors, who lease them how to farmers who in their 

turn levy fees(bhatti) in cash or in kind."¹⁰ Local farmers sold their produced crops at these Haats-

Bazars. The people of this area bought their necessary items at the Haats-Bazars. In addition to cows, 

buffaloes, and horses. Some people also came to buy elephants and camels.¹¹ 

            During the British period, several Haats-Bazars were established in Islampur Subdivision, 

contributing to the economic development of the area. These Haats-Bazars have helped improve the 

livelihoods of the people in Islampur Subdivision. 

1. Sonapur Haat: The current location of this Haat is in Sonapur village Chopra police station, 

which is important for local business. This is one of the Haat in Islampur Subdivision district. "In 

1905 AD, under the initiative of Raja P.C. Lal , Sonapur Haat was started with the efforts of 

Hemkumari Modak. The Haat took place every Thursday and Sunday, which is an important event 

for the locals. In this Haat , various vegetables, fish, meat, rice, jute, cloth, and poultry like ducks 

and chicken were sold and purchased. At the same time, bamboo products made by local artisans, 

such as baskets and mats, were sold."¹²  

2. Kanchakali Haat: This Haat is located in the Kanchakali village of the Majhiali gram panchayat. 

"In 1942 AD, the Haat started for the first time in Bhutijhari village and later the Tahshildar of 

Ghitop village, Bhabendranath Singha, donated land for this Haat in Kanchakali. This Haat took 

place every Tuesday."¹³  

3. Chopra Haat: This was one of the main Haat in the Islampur Subdivision. Local farmers would 

sell their products at this Haat. "In 1910 AD, with the initiative of the affluent Kalimuddin from 
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Jharbari village, the Chopra Haat was established. The Haat was held every Monday and Friday. 

Once a large quantity of rice and jute was imported at this Haat."¹⁴ 

4. Daspara Haat: In 1905 AD, the Daspara Haat was established in the village of Daspara in the 

Chopra police station, initiated by zamindar Yusuf Chowdhury. This Haat was held every week on 

Monday and Friday. This Haat was on significant for local goods where people would buy and sell.¹⁵ 

5. Dhanir Haat: In 1905 AD, the Dhanir Haat was established in the village panchayat of 

Ghirnigaon of Chopra Block. This Haat was initiated by several wealthy families residing here, 

adding a new dimension to the local economy. Every Wednesday and Saturday this Haat took place. 

Once, a lot of jute and cattle were sold in Haat.¹⁶ 

6. Lakshmipur Haat: In 1920 AD, this Haat was established in the Lakshmipur village panchayat 

under Chopra police station. The local economy benefits from the Haat that place every Wednesday 

and Saturday around the Chopra police station. This Haat sells various kind of vegetables, fish, meat, 

rice, paddy, clothes, which were essential for the local population.¹⁷  

7. Islampur Haat: In 1907 AD, Zamindar Yusuf Chowdhury initiated the establishment of Islampur 

Haat behind the Kali temple in Murihati, which is part of the 7 and 10 wards of Islampur City. This 

Haat was very important for local farmers, where rice,jute, vegetables, bamboo, cows, goats, and 

Hens were traded. A lot of puffed rice and milk were sold in this Haat. Even today, that place is 

known as Murihati and Dudhhati, which is a special location for the local.¹⁸  

8. Ramganj Haat: In 1901 AD, Ramganj Haat was established with the initiative of zamindar Ram 

Saran Bhagat. The name Ramganj has been named after Ram Ranjan Bhagat. Every Tuesday and 

Saturday this Haat was held.¹⁹ 

9. Dimti Haat: This Haat was initiated in 1938 AD by Mujibur Chowdhury, which played a crucial 

role in the local economy's development. Many clay pots were sold at this Haat. The clay pots was 

called Dimi, and from this Dimi , the term 'Dimti' originated. The Chowdhury family of the Islampur 

was quite prosperous and collected taxes from this Haat.²⁰ 
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10. Matikhunda Haat: In 1905 AD, Zamindas Yusuf Chowdhury initiated the establishment of this 

Haat in Matikhunda village. Every week, this Haat was held on Tuesday and Friday. This Haat has 

developed many shops. Local farmers also used to came here to sell their produced goods.²¹  

11. Kalanagin Haat: In 1908 AD, the Kalanagin Haat was initiated through the efforts of socially 

aware local people. Local people sold their produced at this Haat, which was very beneficial for the 

area. The Haat was held every Wednesday and Sunday.²² 

12. Panjipara Haat: The Panjipara Haat started in 1907 AD and various goods were bought and 

sold there. This Haat took place every Tuesday and Saturday.²³ 

13. Debiganj Haat: The Debiganj Haat was formed in 1937 AD under the initiated of Raja P.C. Lal. 

Not for from this Haat, it can see Raja P.C. Lal's Kachharibari and the British government's 

Dakbunglow. Every Wednesday and Sunday, many people used to come to this Haat. After 

independence, a lot of bicycles were sold in this Haat.²⁴ 

14. Sahapur Haat: In 1920 AD, this Haat was established in the Sahapur village under the initiative 

of the Jotdar Prem Lal Paul. Every Thursday and Sunday, the Haat was set up, which is still 

ongoing.²⁵ 

15. Goda Haat: The Haat was initiated in 1935 AD Sheikh Goda, and was regarded as an important 

market place for the local people. Special products were available at this Haat every Sunday and 

Thursday.²⁶ 

16. Chakulia Haat: The Chakulia Haat was established in 1907 AD by the Zamindar Madhusudan 

Das of Ladhi. This Haat was held every Wednesday and Saturday.²⁷ 

17. Kanki Haat: In 1917 AD, the Kanki Haat was established by Bashiruddin Ahmed from the 

Shimulia village of Kanki Gram Panchayat, emerging as a important market. Every Tuesday and 

Saturday of the week, this Haat took place. At one time, a large amount of jute was imported and 

exported in this Haat.²⁸ 
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18. Manora Haat: This Haat started its journey in the yaar 1920 AD. The late Abdul Kadir and 

Abdul Jabbar donated their land for the development of this Haat. Every Monday and Thursday, this 

Haat was held, where local farmers sold their products.²⁹ 

19. Gondal Haat: In 1912 AD, the Haat was initiated by Pandab Lal Sarkar, the Jotdar of the 

Toriyal village panchayat. In this Haat, the Maharaj Thakur Temple has been established, which 

serves as an important religious center for the local people. This Haat was held every Thursday and 

Sunday.³⁰ 

20. Bikor Haat: In 1943 AD, the Bikor Haat was established under the initiative of Kanai Ghosh. 

This Haat was held by Wednesday and Saturday .³¹                               

Conclusion 

The Haats-Bazars play a significant role in the economy of the Islampur Subdivision. The Haats-

Bazars usually serves as a major hub for local businesses. In this Haats-Bazars both farmers and 

artisans earned their leaving by selling their products. These village Haats-Bazars serves as an 

important place for small businesses. Products were also collected from artists for sale in larger 

markets. Women use to go to the Haats-Bazars, to sell their handmade goods. In this way, women 

earned money by selling their handmade items. It can be said that, the contribution of this Haats-

Bazars to the economic development of the Islampur Subdivision was undeniable, as it encouraged 

the growth of local businesses.  
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