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Abstract: The Kamtapur movement is one of the notable movements in post-independent North Bengal
demanding a separate state. And the Kamtapur People’s Party played an important role in leading this
Kamtapur movement. Atul Roy and Nikhil Roy were the main initiator of the formation of Kamtapur
People’s Party (KPP). They both were in Congress party once a time. After Congress party, Atul Roy
joined the Uttarkhanda party. He even contested for the post of Uttarkhanda party president against
Sampad Roy and was defeated by him. Nikhil Roy’s (teacher by profession) wife, Sonamoni Roy, was a
member of Gram Panchayat (of Congress party) at that time. Though being a Congress leader he was
appreciated locally but because of inner conflict within leaders he left the Congress party. During that
time when he was thinking of forming a new political party for the overall development of North Bengal
Atul Roy was introduced to Nikhil Roy. The Kamtapur People’s Party was formed on 7" January 1996 at
the residence of Nikhil Roy at Daukimari of Dhupguri of Jalpaiguri district on the initiatives of these two
people. The main objective of the party is to agitate peacefully in a democratic way for the formation of a
separate state of Kamtapur consisting of the six districts of North Bengal.
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Introduction

After the partition of India in 1947, there is shown the rise and growth of several political parties

and movements in North Bengal for various objectives and reasons. Mentionable few
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movements are Uttarkhanda movement, Kamtapur movement, Greater Cooch Behar movement,
Gorkhaland movement etc. Few of these movements were primarily organized for socio-
economic development of their region but later they demanded for a separate state within Indian
Union. After independence of India the first demand of separate Kamtapur state arose in 1955,
during the time of linguistic states reorganization. Though, that demand was raised from Assam.
That Kamtapur state demand was spearheaded by royal family of Gauripur, Assam. The demand
was made to States Reorganisation Commission headed by Santosh Barua. He was accompanied
by his brother Prakitesh Barua (Lalji), Raja of Sidli Sri Ajit Narayan and other leaders. Their
proposed areas of Kamtapur state were Goalpara district of Assam, Cooch Bihar, Jalpaiguri and
Dinajpur. In other words, the separate state of Kamtapur was mutilated by West Bengal and
Assam. Apart from that, Kamtapur state was claimed by Kamtapur Rajya Sangram Parishad
(KRSP), was formed in 1967 in Maynaguri of Jalpaiguri district. A delegation led by Raja Ajit
Narayan of Sidli, Goalpara came and formed that organization with Dr. Girija Shankar Roy. The
president of this organization was Raja Ajit Narayan and the Secretary was Dr. Girija Shankar
Roy. Apart from them, the Kamtapur Rajya Sangram Parishad was headed by Prakitesh Barua,
Shibendra Narayan Mandal, Bipin Chakraborty, a trade union leader and other leaders. But after
a few years, Kamtapur Rajya Sangram Parishad lost its importance.'

After Kamtapur Rajya Sangram Parishad, the Uttarkhanda Dal has demanded a separate
state in North Bengal. The Rajbanshi people, single largest scheduled caste community of North
Bengal had raised the demand of separate homeland or state. Ethnically, the Rajbanshi
community belonged to the Indo-Mongoloid group.” The demands of the Uttarkhanda Dal have
been discussed in detail in the later paragraphs. After the formation of Uttarkhanda Dal,
Uttarbanga Tapashili Jati O Adibasi Sangathan (UTJAS) was formed in 1978, which was very
strong. However they did not demanded separate state. But there are some similarities between
the demands of this organization and the demands of those who have been claiming the state
since then. As a result, later claimant of the state have benefited in the organizational field.
Similarly, the Uttarbanga Tapashili Jati O Adibasi Sangathan has benefited from the Uttarakhand
movement. Apart from the previous, Kamtapur Gana Parishad has demanded the state of
Kamtapur. The origin of that party was from Uttarkhanda Dal. One of the architects of the
Uttarkhanda Dal, Panchanan Mallick hoisted the party flag of the Kamtapur Gana Parishad on
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21% October, 1986. He himself was the President of that organization which was formed under
the auspices of Assam Gana Parishad. As a result in 1987, the Uttarkhanda party was divided
into two parts.” The Kamtapur Gana Parishad putted 11 points charter demands to Sri Indra
Kumar Gujral, the then Prime Minister of India on September 26, 1997, to implement their
demand for a separate state of Kamtapur for Kamtapuri speaking people in the whole North
Bengal and its adjoining Kamtapuri inhabited areas of India.*

In 1994, All Kamtapur Student Union (AKSU) was formed at North Bengal University.
This organization was formed in the style of All Assam Student Union (AASU). This student
organization was born under the leadership of Kamtapur Gana Parishad. One of the issues of the
movement was the recognition of Kamtapuri language. Regarding this matter their say was-
“We, the students are suffering as a result of their imposition of Kolkattaiya Bengali language on
us. They are neglecting our mother tongue, not being able to use this language with honour in
educational sphere and in other fields, facing all these insults; we are demanding recognition of
our language”.” For literacy consciousness among the Rajbanshi people there was formed
Kamtapur Sahitya Parishad. It had published a news bulletin named, ‘Ratna Pith’, after the
historical name of this said region.® This was followed by the emergence of the Kamtapur
People’s Party, which took the Kamtapur movement to a new height.

The Kamtapur movement is one of the notable movements in post-independent North
Bengal demanding a separate state. And the Kamtapur People’s Party played an important role in
leading this Kamtapur movement. Atul Roy and Nikhil Roy were the main initiator of the
formation of Kamtapur People’s Party (KPP). They both were in Congress party once a time.
After Congress party, Atul Roy joined the Uttarkhanda party. He even contested for the post of
Uttarkhanda party president against Sampad Roy and was defeated by him. Nikhil Roy’s (teacher
by profession) wife, Sonamoni Roy, was a member of Gram Panchayat (of Congress party) at
that time. Though being a Congress leader he was appreciated locally but because of inner
conflict within leaders he left the Congress party. During that time when he was thinking of
forming a new political party for the overall development of North Bengal Atul Roy was
introduced to Nikhil Roy. The Kamtapur People’s Party was formed on 7" January 1996 at the
residence of Nikhil Roy at Daukimari of Dhupguri of Jalpaiguri district on the initiatives of these
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two people.” The main objective of the party is to agitate peacefully in a democratic way for the

formation of a separate state of Kamtapur consisting of the six districts of North Bengal.®

Background of the formation of Kamtapur People’s Part

Several expressions of sarcasm, hatred and frustration ensure inter-ethnic tensions at the
appreciation level. The inter-ethnic balance may be hampered because of pressure on land
resources caused by the inflow of outsiders, a rising sense of deprivation caused by displacement
and dispossession of the indigenous people, increasing economic influence of the outsider groups
and fear of succumbed culturally and linguistically.” All these above mentioned issues are
responsible for the growing sense of regionalism and separatism.

It is to be mentioned here that Kamtapur demand of statehood comprising areas of both
Assam and northern West Bengal. It is something complex than the Boro (Bodo) demand for a
Bodoland, since the territorial outlines of the proposed Kamtapur state are trans-national. In case
of Bodoland the Boros in Bengal did not respond to the Bodoland demand of the Boros of
Assam, but the Koch-Rajbanshis of Bengal and Assam are enthusiastic towards the demand of
Kamtapur state. The historical memory of erstwhile Kamtapur Kingdom was so strong among
the Koch-Rajbanshi that instead of demand for a ethnic Koch-Rajbanshi land they demanded for
a regional identity contrary to the recent movements for ethnic homelands of North-east India
e.g. Bodoland, Gorkhaland etc. which are using their ethnic identity in their proposed
homelands. "

Atul Roy’s statement on formation of Kamtapur People’s Party instead of Uttarkhanda
party was “Uttarkhanda party leader Panchanan Mallick and Sampad Roy were compromising
and anti struggle. My perception is that they do nothing with labor and time. They do not know
how to give up their interests. They played the role of selfish jotedar. From bed room and
verandah they led the movement for state demands. Is it so easy? So I left the Uttarkhanda
party.”'! Therefore, as per Atul Roy’s statement Kamtapur People’s Party was a new version of
Uttarkhanda party. Their main demand was Kamtapur state and recognition of Kamtapuri

Language. If anyone knows one of these two organizations, he can get to know the other better.'?
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It is important to keep in mind that most of the organized and sustained movement for the state

of Kamtapur was uttarkhanda movement and now the Kamtapur movement.

Formation of Kamtapur People’s Party

Instead of relying on Panchanan Mallick and Sampad Roy, the leader of Uttarakhand movement,
Atul Roy first tried to organize the youth by forming the Kamtapur Youth Organization in 1991,
the Kamtapur Liberation Front in 1993-1994. With the introduction of Nikhil Roy and the
initiative and plan of this duo the Kamtapur People’s Party was formed on 7 January 1996. At
the time of formation of the KPP, there were a number of like minded regional organizations in
North Bengal. Such as ‘Cooch Bihar People’s Association’ in Cooch Bihar, ‘Kamtapur Mukti
Morcha’ at Jaigaon, ‘Barindra Krishak Mukti Morcha’ in Maldah etc. Bringing these
organizations under the same umbrella, the KPP was born at Nikhil Roy’s house. Among the
notable members of 11 members committee of KPP were-

Atul Roy, Shivmandir, Siliguri, Darjeeling as President of KPP,

Bhairab Ishore, Cooch Bihar as Vice-President,

Nikhil Roy, Daukimari, Dhupguri, Jalpaiguri as General Secretary,

Rathindranath Roy, Kadobari, Jalpaiguri, member,

Gopal Chandra Roy, Changrabandha, Cooch Bihar, Member,

Indrajit Barman, Cooch Bihar, Member.

When the Kamtapur People’s Party was formed Bhabesh Das leaded the Cooch Bihar people’s
Association, Bhabani Talukder leaded the Kamtapur Mukti Morcha of Jaigaon and Subhash
Barman leaded the Barindra Mukti Morcha of Maldah."

The Kamtapur movement is an ultimate outcome of the struggle for power and the
associated privileges between the indigenous communities specially the Koch-Rajbanshis and the
Bengali and Marwari immigrants. It illustrates the efforts of an indigenous community to make a
resistance to their marginalization and deterioration of their culture and linguistic identity in the
shape of a development process which was primarily derived through land acquisition. In the
name of industrialization and where there growth of the tea gardens in North Bengal there was

increase of land mafia in this region. Most of the lands which were formerly under the local
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scheduled Koch-Rajbanshis passed under the affluent Hindu refugees of Bangladesh and
Marwaris of Rajasthan. The marginality and impoverishment of the indigenous Rajbanshis has
given rise to a general feeling of separation and unrest among them, which is further provoked
by the disinterestedness shown by the mainstream society primarily composed of the uprising
Bengali and Marwari community. For maintaining their linguistic and cultural identity they find
themselves an alien social structure which is indifferent to their traditional identity. That initiates
the feeling of deprivation and disillusionment among the Rajbanshis, who are now very much
aware of their identity, history, language, traditional social structure, occupation and land rights.
All these elements acted as an important factor in defending their own identity. The
government’s inability to take proper development measures for them over the years, led to the

formation of Kamtapur People’s Party demanding separate state of Kamtapur.'*

Political activities and development of Kamtapur People’s Party

After the formation of the KPP, the leaders started several small and large meetings in different
parts of North Bengal to spread the organization. The All Kamtapur Student Union has already
been formed in 1994. Then in 1997 Kamtapuri Bhasha Sahitya Parishad to carry on its linguistic
and literary movement'® and in 1998 Kamtapur Womens Forum was formed. In other words
these organizations became active in demanding the state of Kamtapur, recognition of Kamtapuri
language, socio-economic, cultural and political status of all the races and tribes of proposed
Kamtapur. On the basis of these demands, the leaders first called off 24 hours North Bengal
strike on 16™ June, 1997,'® in order to bring Kamtapur People’s Party in the public life of North
Bengal.

Since the Kamtapur People’s Party is a new version of Uttarkhanda party, their
complaints and demands like that of the Uttarkhanda party are that North Bengal is neglected
and deprived. The land dependent people of North Bengal are exploited and miserable, North
Bengal is the colony of Calcutta, the victim of the conspiracy of the Calcutta-centric leaders. The
language, culture and traditional history of North Bengal are unique. Many natural resources of
North Bengal are being destroyed by the people of South Bengal. The agricultural land of Dooars
has been transformed into a tea garden from which many in South Bengal have earned crores of

rupees. Besides, some of the agricultural lands of Jalpaiguri, Dinajpur, Cooch Bihar district and
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near Siliguri have been converted into tea gardens. After the Teesta Barrage Project and the
Indo-China war of 1962, many people lost their lands for the construction of cantonments and
roads on many agricultural lands. In several meetings of this party alleged that there was no
overall development in North Bengal after independence. After the partition of the country there
was begin a massive influx of refugees from East Pakistan. The state government has enacted
various land reform laws to deprive many local people and rehabilitate them. Atul Roy further
complained that no development had taken place in North Bengal under the rule of non-
Rajbanshi Kolkata centric Bengalis.'” In the Kamtapuri language issues not only the Rajbanshis
alone but also the local Muslims (Nasya Sekh) as much as a number of other sections of the
populations who subscribes to this language and culture. Apart from that other communities like
Jaliya-Kaivartas, Tiyars, Namasudras, Bagdis, Malos, Barua-Mogs, Pods, Garo-Paliyas and so
on also recorded themselves as Rajbanshis.'®

As one Kamtapuri supporter wrote in ‘Voice of Kamtapur’ about the influx of people in
North Bengal due to partition that, the pressure of this infiltration has upset the demographic
balance of North Bengal. For which that North Bengal which was completely inhabited by
indigenous people including Kamrupi speaking Rajbanshi, Muslim, Teli, Napit, Khen, Modak,
Dhimal etc., how much has their number changed? The infiltrators have been coming here since
the independence of Bangladesh. Whether by requesting or through bribes collecting certificates,
Ration card, Voter ID card, even many have got government jobs. The matter is not unknown at
the government level. That’s why the central government has announced that voter ID card will
not serve as proof of citizenship.'” Swaraj Basu writes in his book that local power structures
changed in the Rajbangshi dominated area of North Bengal with the settlement of upper-caste
Hindu gentries. Over time, those upper caste communities began to prove to be influential in the
local society, economy and politics. By developing close relationship with local administration
and administrative power they became the dominant land holding class. The Rajbanshis with a
tradition and culture of their own failed to get respectable position in the status of these
immigrant upper caste gentry. There were differences between the cultural practices of these two
groups.”’ Apart from that the Hindu refugees, who came from East Pakistan and later Bangladesh
to Cooch Bihar and rest northern districts of West Bengal after independence, had good

economic background. They had a strong cultural awareness with a good knowledge of
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cultivation. In front of their flourished culture, education and efficiency, the indigenous
Rajbanshis could not stand anywhere and they gradually lost their culture, language, land and
ultimately they lost their last asset, which was their identity.”' With the introduction of new land
system land was exposed to market forces, the signs of crack were visible within the Rajbanshi
society.” In this way the agricultural lands were acquired by the immigrants Bengali Hindu
society.

It is to be noted that almost every movement in North Bengal since independence
demanding a separate state had emerged as a major issue of the refugee problem. As a result of
the influx of people from East Pakistan after the partition of the country and after the liberation
war of Bangladesh in 1971, the demographic pattern of North Bengal has changed drastically. As
a result, local land dependent people have been affected in many ways. However these
fragmented people cannot be blamed. They too have suffered as a result of the wrong policies of
the proponents of two nation theory. They left the land and emigrated. However, it must be
acknowledged that as long as the Congress party was in power in the state of West Bengal after
independence they tried their best to rehabilitate and develop the refugees with the utmost
sympathy. Evidence of this is found in an incident. Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy was the Chief
Minister of West Bengal at that time. Satish Singha Roy Sarkar, a member of his cabinet from
Cooch Bihar, said at a public meeting at Cooch Bihar Parade Ground that it was difficult for him
or any political leader in North Bengal to raise any issue of local people to Dr. Roy. He has
instructed every minister in his cabinet to give priority to resolving the refugee problem.”

It is pertinent to mention that the founder leader of the KPP, Atul Roy was working at the
University of North Bengal. He was arrested by the state police during the Kamtapur movement
in late 1998 and lost his job at university. During the raising the national flag at their Jalpaiguri
party office on the occasion of the 51* Republic Day, Atul Roy said in his speech, “we are not
anti-nationalist or anti-Indian. National unity is dear to me. The security and the integrity of the
country are very important to me. Our claim to a separate homeland is based on a distinct
language, culture and identity. This is our demand in accordance with the constitution of India.
Atul Roy demands that according to article 3 of Constitution of India, the state of Kamtapur

should be formed for the Kamtapuri speaking people of North Bengal.**
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An important point to be noted that, the demand for language of Kamtapuri movement
was more widespread than that of Uttarkhanda movement. In other words, with the recognition
of Kamtapuri language this organization created more excitement in the public life. In 1997, they
had given a public deputation to the Jalpaiguri Divisional Commissioner, demanding
constitutional recognition of the language. In November 1999, the Kamtapur Bhasa Sahitya
Parishad submitted a nine-point demand to the President of India through the Chief Minister of
West Bengal, including the recognition of the Kamtapuri language.”> Those nine-point demands
are:

1. Recognition of Kamtapuri language in 8™ schedule of the Constitution of India.

2. Separate and full-fledged department for Kamtapuri language, history and culture at

North Bengal University.

3. To register Kamtapuri speakers by birth as Kamtapuri and Kamtapuri language as
their mother tongue in the 2001 Census.

4. Direct government grant of Rs. 15 Crores to Kamtapuri Bhasa Sahitya Parishad for
developing Kamtapuri language, literature, culture and history.

5. Extension of various programs in Kamtapuri language only from Akashvani Siliguri
Radio Center.

6. Establishment of All India Radio (AIR) Centers at Balurghat, Cooch Bihar and
Maldah to broadcast various programs in Kamtapuri language.

7. Work on Fulbari Door Darshan Kendra should be started as soon as possible to
expand the program in Kamtapuri language only.

8. Kamtapuri language will be the medium of instruction from primary level to
university in the area inhabited by Kamtapuri people.

9. Kamtapuri people should be employed in Akashvani Door Darshan Kendra and all
educational centers from primary to university should be in the interest of Kamtapuri
language development.”

Kamtapuri or Rajbanshi language is a language or dialect it is usually the subject of linguists. A
major section of Rajbanshi-Koch community strongly argued that this language should be termed
as Rajbanshi language. Dr. Grierson called this as Rajbanshi dialect.”” Dr. Girija Shankar Roy,

ex Principal of a college and proponent of Rajbanshi language strongly supported the name

Journal of Historical Studies and Research,Volume 5, Number 2 (May- August,2025) 365 [Page



The Call for Kamtapur Statehood: A Look at the Socio-
Political Dynamics

Rajbanshi language.”® In this debate, Dr. Nirmal Das has said that it is a dialect of Bengali.? On
the other hand Dharma Narayan Barma, one of the proponents of the Kamtapuri language, says
that it is a separate language. Among those who have been campaigning for the recognition of
Kamtapur state or Kamtapuri language for a long time, Kamtapuri is a separate language, this
demand has gained momentum in the movement of KPP, which has been mentioned earlier. In
other words, this language debate is deeply expressed in the social life of North Bengal through
this movement. There was a storm of controversy from the tea table to various newspapers. Even
the state government could not remain silent. The Information and Culture Department of the
Government of West Bengal organized a two day seminar on the language, culture and
development of North Bengal at Dinabandhu Mancha in Siliguri on 27" and 28" June, 1998.%°
The topic of discussion of first day on 27™ June of that seminar was the language and dialect of
North Bengal, Pabitra Sarkar, educationist presided over it. Dr. Sukhbilas Barma, Dr. Satyen
Roy, Dharma Narayan Barma, Dr. Girija Shankar Roy, Girindra Narayan Roy and other eminent
personalities participated in the discussion among the Rajbanshi educated people about whether
Kamtapuri or Rajbanshi language is language or dialect.’' Opinions varied to that seminar as was
expected in view of the ineradicable thoughts and ideas. Even some Rajbanshi intellectuals took
pains to prove that Rajbanshi was merely a dialect.* If Rajbanshi is a type of Bengali or a dialect
of Bengali then the momentum regarding the demand of separate linguistic state of KPP and
similar organizations falls flat. Even if the Rajbanshi is considered as a distinct language then
formation of a separate linguistic state as claimed by the Koch-Rajbanshis is not viable due to the
partition nationally and internationally of that region.™

In 1999, the KPP submitted a deputation to the Divisional Commissioner of Jalpaiguri
Division, demanding the state of Kamtapur with the 6 districts of North Bengal. On 6th
December 2000, a huge convention was held at the Cooch Bihar Airport Ground on the demand
of Kamtapur state and in protest of the police brutality on Kamtapur party workers.’* A few days
before the convention, Operation Kamtapur was declared by the administration on November 27
and police arrested a large number of protesters. Mahendra Das, a local leader of KPP and
teacher of Shalmara High School in Dinhata Sub-division, was arrested among others, who had

earlier contested Loksabha election on behalf of KPP at the Cooch Bihar Loksabha constituency.
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Mahendra Das who was physically and mentally disturbed inside the jail, died on March 24,
2002.%

Split in the Kamtapur People’s Party and formation of Kamtapur
Progressive Party

In early 2003, the Kamtapur People’s Party split into two. Atul Roy newly formed the Kamtapur
Progressive Party.*® In the context of this division the President of Kamtapur People’s Party,
Nikhil Roy said that although many people were arrested in the Operation Kamtapur but police
did not arrest Atul Roy. As a result, many of their party workers doubts about him. So, leaving
him in a position as important as party President, he was appointed as in a lesser important post,
the party’s spokesperson. But after that Atul Roy announced in the newspaper about the
formation of Kamtapur Progressive Party. As a result he was expelled from the party on March
10, 2003. It is pertinent to note that KPP participated in various elections held earlier but they did
not get the expected success in any of the elections. They fielded candidates in various Loksabha
elections, Assembly elections, Zila Parishad elections and Panchayat elections in North Bengal,
but failed to win in any election.’” According to the report of Home Ministry of Govt. of India,
United Liberation Front of Ahom (ULFA) leader Jiban Singha, Timir Das, Natraj, Naresh
Barman and Madhav Mandal from Bangladesh are putting pressure the two groups of KPP to
work together. Efforts are being made to use other members of the two parties to unite the Atul
Roy and Nikhil Roy group. The Kamtapur Liberation Organisation (KLO) is pressuring the two
KPP factions to unite.*®

According to Atul Roy, leader of Kamtapur Progressive Party, once a permanent resident
of Kamtapur or Kamta Bihar state was Rajbanshi, Koch, Paliya, Khen. Sen, Modak, Muslim,
Kayastha, Brahmin, Saha, Suri, Teli, Jogi, Kaivarta, Namasudra etc. Considering from that point
of view, Kamtapuri population is 50% of total population of North Bengal. According to the
2001 Census of India, the total population of 6 districts of North Bengal was 1,47,24,940 of
which Rajbanshi population was 26,88,560 means 18.26% of total population of North Bengal.39
But this is not the total population figure of Kamtapuri people in North Bengal. To get the
number of Kamtapuri people of North Bengal it is necessary to know the population of
Rajbanshi as well as the number of Muslims of North Bengal. Because, many of them speaks in

Kamtapuri language.

Journal of Historical Studies and Research,Volume 5, Number 2 (May- August,2025) 367 [Page



The Call for Kamtapur Statehood: A Look at the Socio-
Political Dynamics

Rajbanshi and Muslim population of several districts of North Bengal as per Census of India,

District Rajbansﬁ? g(l)pulation Muslim population
Cooch Bihar 9,72,803 6,00,911
Jalpaiguri 8,11,567 3,79,195

Darjeeling 1,29,904 85,378

North Dinajpur 4,05,140 11,56,503
South Dinajpur 2,24,988 3,61,047
Maldah 1,44,158 16,36,171
Total 26,88,560 42,19,205

Census of India 2001, District Census Handbook of Darjiling, Jalpaiguri, Koch Bihar, Uttar
Dinajpur, Dakshin Dinajpur, Maldah, Directorate of Census Operations, West Bengal.
After the split of KPP, the Kamtapur Student Organization (KSO) was born on March 11, 2003
under the umbrella of Kamtapur Progressive Party led by Atul Roy. According to news reported
by Uttarbanga Sambad on 1™ February, 2005, KSO was formed from a part of All Kamtapur
Student Union (AKSU). AKSU become weaker as KSO was formed. Moreover AKSU became
even weaker when the top leadership of the KPP was imprisoned in the Operation Kamtapur.*’
As a result, under the leadership of Atul Roy group, this student organization tried to become
active again. In 2005, the KSO opened branches of the organization at Bagdogra College
(KGTM) of Siliguri, Haldibari and Maynaguri College. There are also a number of
organizational branches in secondary schools adjoining to Siliguri. KSO has two main demands
namely, 1. Right to education in mother tongue (Kamtapuri language), and ii. Constitutional
recognition of this language. They support the KPP’s claim to the homeland within the
framework of Indian Union. KSO had made some demands in the context of mother tongue. In

this context their 10 points demands are:
1. To include Kamtapuri language in the 8™ schedule of the Constitution of India,
2. To provide education in all schools and colleges in proposed Kamtapur region through

mother tongue as per Article 350-A and 350-B of Constitution of India.
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3. To include the history of Kamtapur-Cooch Bihar in school-colleges curriculum of West
Bengal like Assam.
4. To start academy for development of Kamtapuri language.
5. Restoring the culture of Kamtapur.
6. Kamtapuri language cultural programs like other languages should be broadcast on Radio
and TV all the times.
7. Kendriya Vidyalaya (Central School) should be started in Raiganj and Cooch Bihar for
higher education opportunities of Kamtapuri people.
8. In all educational institutions within proposed Kamtapur, 80% seats to be reserved for
Kamtapuri people in technical education.
9. In the proposed Kamtapur area, like Assam, Mahavir Chila Roy’s birthday to be declared
a public holiday.
10. Preservation of Archaeological resources, art, architecture, historical monuments of
Kamtapur region.*' However, some of their demands have already been fulfilled.
11.
Separate state movement of Kamtapur has not only been guided by the Kamtapur People’s Party
and Kamtapur Progressive Party but also by the Kamtapur Liberation Organisation (KLO),
another organization demanding separate Kamtapur state, which is a terrorist, banned and secret
organization and came into being allegedly with the help of the United Liberation Front of Ahom
(ULFA).* From 2000-2003, the social life of North Bengal became heated due to the activities
of this terrorist organization. The killing of Communist Party of India (Marxist) (CPIM) leaders
and kidnapping of businessman for the purpose of extorting money from them was a feature of
KLO. It is to be mentioned that in news reported by Anandabazar Patrika that lower level
CPI(M) workers are joining the Kamtapuri movement like the Gorkhaland movement.
Kamtapuri leaders have been extorting money in the same way that big businessmen and tea
garden owners were intimated during the Gorkhaland movement, even several have been
abducted. Even a few professors from the University of North Bengal were involved in the
Kamtapur movement which the police mentioned in their report.* Exactly in which year this
armed organization was formed is a matter of debate. According to news reported by Bartaman

newspaper on 25" December, 2006, the organization was inaugurated on December 28, 1994 in
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the village of Kumargram of Dooars by Jiban Singha. Their aim was to recognize the Kamtapuri
language and to earn Kamtapur state through armed revolution. Their poster-banner claim was
like this- “Ek Bindu Raktar Badli Katiya Anim Desher Swadhinata™** (Free English translation:
We will cut off the freedom of our nation in exchange of a drop of blood.).

The question arose among the police administration, the political spheres and the general
public as to whether they had any connection with the KPP* like United Liberation Front’s of
Ahom (ULFA) relationship with the Bhutanese trained militants. But KPP leader Atul Roy and
Nikhil Roy denied it. Police administration at that time guarded many party offices and activists
of CPIM to protect militant attacks from KLO. But despite this, many CPIM leaders and activists
lost their lives at the hands of KLO militants.*® The first terrible incident that indicates the
gruesome existence of the KLO was a series of horrible murder of CPI(M) activists and party
leaders in the Jalpaiguri district in 2000. In the year of 2001, the KLO terrorists remained in
temporary trimming for their future plans. Then again in 2002 they took the lives of many
CPI(M) leaders and activists, though no any other political party workers has met this, even
threatened by any means.”’ Ajay Biswas, Rabi Biswas, Gour Mandal and Gautam Sarkar of
Hazrahat 1 no. Gram Panchayat of Mathabhanga Sub-division in Cooch Bihar district who lost
their lives at the hands of suspected KLO militants on the day of Poush Sankranti in 2004. The 4
youths of Beltapara village of Hazrahat 1 no. Gram Panchayat were shot dead at random firing in
a video hall.** At the end of 2003, with the advice and cooperation of the Government of India,
the King Jigme Singhe Wangchuk and Bhutanese Government and their army dismantled the
KLO militant base in jungles of southern Bhutan. A total of 44 militants, including Tom
Adhikari, Milton Barman, Harshavardhan, the top leader of the KLO militants, were captured.
But their leader Jiban Singha and the female militant Bharati Roy managed to escape took shelter
in Bangladesh.”” On 26™ December, 2013 there was a violent attack at Paharpur in Jalpaiguri
district of West Bengal that was master minded by Malkhan Singha, a military chief of KLO,
which resulted 6 deaths. Mamata Banerjee, Chief Minister of West Bengal, has spoken of stern
action against the KLO after the Jalpaiguri blast in 2014.>° The West Bengal Government has
called on KLO militants to return to a healthy society by avoiding militant mentality or armed
struggle and has come up with a set of plans for their rehabilitation. In the meantime, those plans

have been somewhat effective, with some benefits. But it is difficult to say whether the KLO
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militants have been wiped out after Bhutan’s militant camps were dismantled or a set of
government plans for the militants was adopted.”!

In the context of KLO’s creation, KSO’s view is that KLO was formed because of the
acute unemployment problem in North Bengal, the lack of permanent employment, the absence
of any industry here and the government’s indifferent attitude to AKSU’s democratic movement.
According to the top leaders of KSO, KLO was formed out of the mountainous problem of
exploitation and deprivation, they have many problem. However, to bring the militants into the
main stream, even if there is temporary solution to the problem with providing loans, it is not
possible to solve the overall problems of the people of a community in this way. The main
demand of the Kamtapuri people is to speak in their own language, acquiring rights of their
language in medium of instructions, gaining the status of their culture and history and getting rid
from administration of West Bengal.52

Different from Jharkhand movement, where the settled immigrants got associated with
the movement for separate state but the Kamtapur movement has targeted the Bengali refugees
who have become Bhumiputras this time. This is a major weakness of the Kamtapur movement.
Apart from that the ethno lingual demands have not been associated with deprivation-
development factors. The Rajbanshi community based movement could not extend its support
based due to inherent limitations. As discussed by Sajal Basu in his book that the demand for a
language spoken by people in some pockets could not mobilize a massive movement across
North Bengal. Moreover involving other ethnic groups into the movement requires a more broad
based programs and composite leadership. Unfortunately, economic issues have not been duly
projected which could have led to the support of other suppressed social groups. Ethicizing
language may be a legitimate issue, but to gain the support of more social groups and form a
broad coalition, the Kamtapur leaders have to improvise symbols involving both regional and

. 53
developmental issues.
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